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President’s Message by Lisa Marie Avila 
     I am honored to serve as President of the Portuguese Heritage     
Society of California, the organization that supports and operates the 
Portuguese Historical Museum of San Jose. Being part of this work 
feels deeply meaningful to me, both personally and culturally. 
    Our museum tells the story of Portuguese heritage in a way that is 
rich, vibrant, and alive. It reflects not only our roots here in San Jose, 
but also the broader influence Portuguese culture has had across the 

world. Through our exhibits, events, and community gatherings, we honor where we 
come from and the traditions that continue to connect us. 
     This role holds special meaning for me. My father emigrated to the United States in 
1961 with his family from Rosais, São Jorge, in the Azores. Growing up, he passed 
down a strong love for our culture, our traditions, and the importance of family and 
community. Being part of the Society and the museum allows me to carry that forward 
and share the beauty of our heritage with others. 
     I look forward to supporting the museum’s ongoing work and the traditions that 
bring us together year after year, while continuing to strengthen and grow our              
community. 
     I am excited to welcome you to our 29th Annual Dia de Portugal Festival on             
Saturday, June 13th at History Park San Jose. It is a special day filled with Portuguese 
food, music, cultural performances, and time together as a community. There is                  
something for everyone to enjoy. 
     If you are interested in participating with a booth, joining the parade, donating                      
a raffle prize, becoming a sponsor, or volunteering, please reach out to us at     
phscnewsletter@gmail.com. As always, everyone is welcome. Admission is free, with 
nearby free parking available. 
    Thank you for being part of this community and for supporting the work of the     
Society and the museum. I look forward to celebrating our heritage together. 

A Nossa Herança 
Our Heritage 

 

 

A Museum is the Living Memory of a Community 

 

Greetings from The Museum Board of Directors & Volunteers  

 



                   2025 FRIENDS OF THE PORTUGUESE MUSEUM 
We would like to recognize and thank all the wonderful people who has generously contributed to our 2025 
Friends of the Museum last year. Our Friends appeal has helped defray some of our expenses, enabling the          
museum to thrive and bring to the community the history and culture of our people. We acknowledge all those 
donors who want to remain anonymous and anyone we might have missed from the list. Your support is greatly 
appreciated! It is only with your help, we are able to consistently update and maintain our exhibits!  
                                                Thank you, friends!  Obrigado, amigos! 

Shirley Abreu 
Anna Maria & Louis Aguiar 
Albert & Maria Alameda 
Diane Alves 
Stephanie Alves 
Michele Amador 
Michael D. Amaral 
Neil Amaral 
AnnaMarie Amaral-Silva 
Carol Andreasen 
Francisco & Maria Anjos 
Manuel & Theresa Araujo 
Agostinho & Norberta Areias 
Donna Austin 
Tony Avelar /Santa Clara Realty 
John & Deolinda Avila 
Jose Avila /Tribuna Portuguesa 
Bernice Avila-Camuso 
Suzanne MacFarlane Avina 
Joaquin & Sharon Azevedo 
Jose & Rosa Azevedo 
Mark L. Banda 
Arnaldo Baptista  
Ed & Jeanette Barbosa 
Carol & Amano Barcelos 
Gerald & Emily Bello 
Angela & Anthony Bilich 
Donna Binkiewicz 
Jolene Blandford 
Marlene Blandford  
    In memory of Frank & Amelia Rodrigues  
Doris Ann Blevius 
David & Julia Borba 
Bob and Susan Bortfeld 
Robert Botelho 
Kari Boutte 
Paul T. Boyd 
Brian & Anna Paula Brazil 
Arthur & Germanda Britto 
Kathleen Brown O’Connor 
Melissa Burns 
Robert E. & Selvina M. Burns 
John O. Cabral  
   In memory of Manuel & Amara Cabral 
Joe H. & Joanne Camara 
Dolores Cardoso 
Joe & Maria Cardoso 
Clifford A. & Claudia Cardoza 
Joe & Maria Carrancho 
Larry Carty 
Chris & Sandy Carvalho 
Julie Castro-Orozco 
Les & Barbara Chevial 
Vito & Marlene Ciarfaglio 
Pat J. Coit 
Manuel Conceicao 

Fremont 
Morgan Hill 
Salinas 
Hollister 
Healdsburg 
Livingston 
Ogden, UT 
Norman, OK 
Seaside 
Goleta 
Waterford 
San Jose 
Fremont 
Cupertino 
Santa Clara 
Palo Alto 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Santa Clara 
Martinez 
Santa Clara 
Port Hueneme 
Chino Hills 
Morgan Hill 
San Jose 
Half Moon Bay 
San Ramon 
Lakewood 
Santa Clara 
Santa Clara 
 
Salinas 
Gold River 
San Jose 
Livermore 
Modesto 
Waynesville 
Half Moon Bay 
San Leandro 
Fremont 
San Jose 
San Juan Bautista 
Santa Clara 
 
Hayward  
San Jose 
Hayward 
Hollister 
Maxwell 
Oakdale 
Pebble Beach 
Soquel 
Capitola 
Livermore 
San Jose 
Ben Lomond 
 

Michael Cordeniz 
Chris Cordoza-Nohr 
Edward & Virginia Correia 
Gabriel & Fatima Correia 
Tony & Patricia Costa 
Kathi Costa Downey 
Wayne & Betty Costa-Low 
Richard Craveiro 
Bob & Dee Crawford 
Luis & Rosa da Silva 
Ruben C. & Margarida da Silva 
Mary & Dennis d’Antonio 
Aurelio de Oliveira 
Emanuel O. de Sousa 
Emilio de Sousa 
Tracy & Joan Denis 
Manuel deOliveira /United Marble & Granite 
Manuel & Manuela Dias 
Fernando Dinis 
Henrique Dinis 
Al Dutra 
Paulo Dutra 
Steve & Frances Dutra 
Odette & Charles Ebersole 
Joe Fagundes 
Jose & Mary Fagundes 
Matthew & Maria Faria 
Joseph & Rita Fernandes 
Dorothy Ferreira 
Virginia Fletcher 
Emidio Fonseca 
Luis & Mary Jo Freitas 
Manuel & Jean Freitas 
Kathleen Freitas Nelson 
Galt High School 
Eduina G. Garcia 
Maria E. Garcia 
Richard & Sarafina Garcia 
Albert & Regina Gaspar 
Frank & Mona George 
Cathy Gist 
Lidia Gomes 
Mabel Gomes 
Nelson M. & Diane Gomes 
Joe Gonsalves 
Ligia Gonzales  
Filomena A. Goulart 
Ron A. Goularte 
Martin J. Guardanapo 
Bob & Lana Hagg 
Gail F. Hale 
Gregory & Kerry Ann Hamilton 
Doris & Bob Hencken 
    In memory of Manuel & Mary Evangelho  
Alfred & Delores G. Henriques 
Melissa Holmes 
 
 

Fremont 
Castro Valley 
San Diego 
Santa Clara 
Sacramento 
Lompoc 
San Ramon 
Depeo Bay, OR 
Palo Alto 
Manteca 
Novato 
San Jose 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Gilroy 
San Jose 
Santa Clara 
San Jose 
Brentwood 
Brentwood 
Roseville 
San Carlos 
Roseville 
San Diego 
California 
Santa Clara 
Oakley 
Eugene, OR 
Fremont 
Dixon 
Orinda 
Morgan Hill 
Santa Clara 
Salinas 
Galt 
San Jose 
San Jose 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Sunnyvale 
Los Gatos 
Kailua Kona, HI 
Fremont 
Rio Vista 
Santa Clara 
Goodyear, AZ 
San Jose 
Palo Alto 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Campbell 
Valley Center 
San Jose 
 
Tracy 
El Cerrito 



      Please mail donation check payable to Portuguese Heritage Society of CA to P O Box 18277, San Jose, CA 95158 
          Note: All donors $50 or more will be invited as our guest to our 2026 Annual Friends Picnic on September 20th 

 

Inventory Committee 

 

 

I.D.E.S.I. Novato 
I.D.E.S. of Half Moon Bay 
IFDES Lodge - Gilroy 
Miguel & Lina Jimenez 
Antonio & Penelope Jorge da Silva 
Marie B. Kelly 
Elizabeth & Floyd Kemper 
Michael & Rose Silva King 
Elizabeth Lawson 
Jose & Andrea Leal 
Rita Leal 
   In memory of Ted Leal 
John & Karen Lemes 
   In memory of John D. Lemes 
Lucilia & Daniel Leonardo 
   In memory of Lucille Souza 
Maureen Lewis 
Sue Fagalde Lick 
Erma Linn 
Carole Lucas 
Luis Lucas 
John & Janice Lucena 
Augusto & Lucille Luis 
Sheila & James Lunny 
Ana Maria Machado 
Fred & Maxine Machado 
Jose & Beatriz Machado 
Joann Madruga Flinn 
Anthony Marques /Centremarq Properties 
Anthony Martin 
Margie Matthews 
Kathleen McCleary 
Patricia & Michael McDonald 
Elton & Marjorie Medeiros 
Felisberto & Gabriela Medeiros 
Elizabeth Mello 
Antonio & Evelyn Melo 
Alberto & Olimpia Mendonca 
Larry Merkur 
Judy Silva Milton 
Bill Moniz 
Dello Monteiro 
Madeline Netto 
Cidalia M. Neves 
Horacio & Nelda Neves 
Manuel J. & Maria Nunes 
Matthew Nunes 
Peter & Mary Connie O'Hara 
Decio & Maria Helena Oliveira 
Filomena & Paulo Oliveira 
Edward F. & Anna Oliveira, Jr. 
Timothy O’Reilly 
Leroy Omellas /Omellas Dairy 
Edward Pacheco 
Jeff Padgett 
Eugenia P. Paine 
Kathleen E. Parrish 
Bernice Pelicas 
Hildah Pemberton 
Lidia & Anthony Pereira 
Rebecca & Norman Peixoto 
William & Wendy Pimentel 
Joe & Lucy Pires 
Manuel & Christine Pires 
Manuel & Lourdes Pires /Pires Electric 
Kenneth & Carol Prolo 

Novato 
Half Moon Bay 
Gilroy 
San Leandro 
Livermore 
Modesto 
Woodland 
Modesto 
Milpitas 
Vacaville 
San Jose 
 
Los Altoa 
 
Gilroy 
 
San Jose 
South Beach, OR 
Chico 
Moraga 
San Jose 
San Francisco 
Santa Clara 
San Jose 
Turlock 
Fresno 
San Jose 
Modesto 
Santa Clara 
Brookings, OR 
San Jose 
Menlo Park 
San Jose 
Livermore 
Lincoln 
Gustine 
San Jose 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Milpitas 
Los Altos 
California 
Fremont 
Sacramento 
Fremont 
Milpitas 
San Jose 
Fremont 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Gilroy 
Cupertino 
Tracy 
San Jose 
Missoula, MT 
Layton, UT 
Coarsegold 
Danville 
Hercules 
San Jose 
Castro Valley 
Cheyenne, WY 
Manteca 
Manteca 
Fremont 
Pocatello, ID 

Portuguese Fraternal Society of America 
PFSA Council #7 
PFSA Council #10 
PFSA Council #14 
PFSA Council #20 
PFSA Council #26 
PFSA Council #44 
PFSA Council #51 
PFSA Council #90 
Diana Raposo 
Gilbert & Maria Ribeiro 
Carlos Rocha. 
Susan Rocha 
   In memory of Edward, Ernie & Jerry Rose 
Maria Ines Rodrigues 
Norma Rodrigues 
Jack Rogers 
Maria Roliz 
Maria L. Rosa 
Mr & Mrs Manuel Rosa 
Rose Family  
   In memory of Harold & Alice Rose 
Joseph & Victoria Rose 
Mary F. Rose 
Lorraine Medeiros Rose 
Mr & Mrs Richard Santos 
Richard P. Santos 
Larry & Sheryl Schiro 
Manuel Sears 
John & Mary Senna 
Joe & Rafaela Sequeira 
Goretti & Lawrence Shifman 
Susan & Michael Shira 
Richard Silbert 
Joe & Aldina Silva 
Manuel & Alice Silva 
Maria Silva 
Matthew & Liliana Silva 
Roger Silva 
Ronald G. Silva /Silvaspoon Vineyards 
William L. Silva /Silva Ranches 
Diane C. Silveira 
Robert & Mary Silvera 
Bill & Georgina Skarin 
Soares Dairy Farm 
Sociedade da Coroa DES 
John Sousa 
Yvette Sousa 
Patrick Souza 
Madeline Streight 
Antoinette Teixeira 
Philip M. W. Tom 
Luis & Maria Toste 
Maria Isabel & Herman Van Sunder 
Joe & Janice Vargas /Triple V. Ranch 
Lucia Vargas /Tupperware Consultant 
Rufino C. Vargas 
Susan Vargas Murphy 
Juanita & Enrique Velasco 
David Vieira 
Manuel Eduardo Vieira /A.V. Thomas Produce 
Lucilia & Paul Vierra 
Albert Vizinho 
Todd & Cristina Warner 
Maria Weinerth 
Florinda Xavier  

Modesto 
Gustine/Newman 
Selma 
Mountain View 
Merced 
Turlock/Hilmar 
San Jose 
Sacramento 
Salinas 
Hilmar 
Hayward 
Hilmar 
Hollister 
 
Santa Clara 
Santa Clara 
Fremont 
El Cerrito 
San Jose 
Hollister 
Santa Clara 
 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Merced 
Sonora 
San Jose 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Sacramento 
Los Banos 
San Jose 
Milpitas 
Walnut Creek 
Los Banos 
San Jose 
Harrison, NJ 
Ripon 
Gilroy 
Galt 
San Martin 
Lincoln 
San Jose 
Linden 
Los Banos 
Vallejo 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Rodeo 
San Jose 
Fremont 
Torrance 
San Jose 
Fremont 
Auburn 
Sacramento 
Santa Clara 
Sacramento 
Morgan Hill 
San Jose 
Livingston 
San Jose 
San Francisco 
Rocklin 
Bradley 
Atwater 

BE A FRIEND OF THE PORTUGUESE MUSEUM ! 



WANT TO HELP?  
VOLUNTEERS & SPONSORS    

needed for Dia de Portugal Festival!  

Can you help for an hour or two at 
the festival on June 13th? Would 

you like to be an Event sponsor for 
the festival and be recognized                   

in our program book? Your tax                  
deductible sponsorship is greatly 
appreciated in any amount. If you 

can help, please email us at                                      
phscnewsletter@gmail.com 
If you have extra time on the         
weekends, please consider                                  

volunteering as a Museum Docent!    
WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

For latest news, please visit our website at www.portuguesemuseum.org 
or on Facebook at  

www.facebook.com/PortuguesesHistoricalMuseum 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1 6PM BOOK LAUNCH 
Author and historian, Daniel Bastos, will be presenting his 
new book "Monumentos ao Emigrante" on Wednesday, April 
1st at 6pm at the Empire Firehouse at History Park San Jose, 
635 Phelan Ave. Monument to the Emigrant is written in 
both Portuguese and English, focusing on the historical            
significance of more than 100 monuments from Portugal, 
Madeira and the Azores including 2 prominent men now          
living in California, dedicated to Portuguese emigration. This 
work highlights the cultural, social, and emotional memory 
of the Portuguese diaspora. Hope you can join us! 

2026 EVENTS 

 
FESTIVAL PROGRAM 

10am-5pm 
History Park San Jose, 635 Phelan Ave 

9:45am Gates open 
10am Mass  

11am Parade (starts at the hotel) 
11:30am Opening Ceremony 
12:30-4:45pm Entertainment                  

& Folkloric performances 
4:45pm Raffle drawing 

10am-5pm Food & vendor booths, 
arts & crafts, exhibits,                 

children’s activities, and more 
Free parking 1870 & 1888 Senter Rd 

Save the date! 

 Saturday,              
June 13, 2026 

https://diadeportugalca.org/ 

New Exhibit coming in June ! 
The Portuguese Museum’s 2026 exhibit will                 
be “The History of the Portuguese Media in 
California”. It will chronicle the development of 
the first newspapers which sprouted up in the late 
19th century serving the needs of the first wave of 

immigrants to the present. It will describe the creation of the first             
radio programs and then the first television programs to serve the post 
Capelinhos immigration wave. Finally, it will spotlight the new internet 
and social media efforts to serve the  current population. Over more 
than 150 years, these media sources have been crucial in helping bring 
the community together by connecting California to the Azores                        
and Portugal, helping people find jobs, announcing births, deaths,            
weddings, bullfights, soccer games and festas. We celebrate this most 
important community resource. 

                                  Wall of Honor 
     Is your family or organization represented on the 
Wall of Honor?  It is a permanent way of recognizing 
those who have contributed to the preservation of            
our history and culture, and celebrate our Portuguese 
heritage for generations to come.  
      With the generosity of our donors over the past 
two decades, we have over 500 names of families and 
organizations on the west and east bandstands outside 
our museum. It is with these donations, we are able to maintain our                   
museum and plaza and update our exhibits.   
      Please consider having your name(s) or someone special inscribed 
on 1 line up to 40 characters on the Wall of Honor for a tax-deductible 
donation of $350. 

Please email phscnewsletter@gmail.com  
or call/text Maria Roliz at 415.990.5534 for further details 

 

 

FRIENDS PICNIC 
Sunday, September 20th  

12-4pm 
Museum Plaza 

An appreciation picnic for all our 
Friends of the Museum                               
donors of $50 or more  

 

 

 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1 

6PM BOOK LAUNCH 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Monumentos+ao+Emigrant&rlz=1C1CHZL_enUS737US737&oq=daniel+bastos+new+book+os+monumentos&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIKCAEQABiABBiiBDIHCAIQABjvBTIKCAMQABiiBBiJBTIHCAQQABjvBTIKCAUQABiABBiiBNIBCTExOTEyajBqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chr

