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Museum Hours: 

Sundays 12-3:30pm   
or by appointment 

President’s Message by Jerry Escobar 
     The Portuguese Historical Museum is proud to present our 2025 exhibit this June, 
focusing on the Azores Islands. Nearly 600 years ago, the discovery of the Azores 

shaped exploration, trade, and culture, leaving a lasting impact on the world and                 
California. 
     As the child of Faial emigrants, I often reflect on the incredible contributions of              

Portuguese immigrants. Since the late 1800s, they have built a vibrant presence in              
California through fraternal organizations, filarmonicas, halls, dance groups, and more. 
These traditions remain a testament to our thriving culture. 
     I invite you to get involved with our museum or join your local Portuguese                            

organization. Together, we can preserve and celebrate our shared heritage, ensuring our 
legacy endures for generations to come. 
     I would also like to personally thank all who have visited and donated to support our 

museum. Your generosity keeps our mission alive — we couldn’t do it without you! 
     Please mark your calendars for our 28th Annual Dia de Portugal Festival on June 
14th at History Park, San Jose, and explore our new exhibit celebrating the Azores. 

A Nossa Herança 
Our Heritage 

 

 

A Museum is the Living Memory of a Community 

 Saturday, June 14, 2025 

 

                                  Wall of Honor 
     Is your family or organization represented on the Wall of Honor?  

It is a permanent way of recognizing those who have contributed                   
to the preservation of our history and culture, and celebrate our                     
Portuguese heritage for generations to come.  
      With the generosity of our donors over the past two decades, we 

have over 500 names of families and organizations on the west and 
east bandstands outside our museum. It is with these donations, we 
are able to maintain our museum and plaza and update our exhibits.   

      Please consider having your name(s) or someone special inscribed on 1 line up to 
40 characters on the Wall of Honor for a tax-deductible donation of $350. 

Please email phscnewsletter@gmail.com  

or call/text Maria Roliz at 415.990.5534 for further details 

FESTIVAL PROGRAM 
10am-5pm 

9:45am Gates open 
10am Mass (Museum plaza) 

11am Parade (starts at the hotel) 
11:30am Opening Ceremony 
12:30-4:45pm Entertainment                  

& Folkloric performances 
4:45pm Raffle drawing 

10am-5pm Food & vendor 
booths, arts & crafts, exhibits,                      
children’s activities, and more 

Save the date! 

New Exhibit coming in June ! 
ñThe Azores, the Atlantic                       

Gateway of Historyò 
Please contact us at phscnewsletter@gmail.com                 

if you are interested in getting a booth or                               
participating in the parade at the festival 
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       In 1427 a crew member of the ship captained by the Portuguese 

explorer, Diogo de Silves, spotted a blue-green shape on the far        

horizon. As the ship sailed closer, it soon became apparent this was 

an island situated in the middle of the Atlantic ocean. It was                     

uninhabited, only large birds soared above its dense forests. This was 

the first island discovered in the Azores; an archipelago destined to 

become an important part of human history. 

       Now, 598 years later, there is a large diaspora of Azoreans                               

living in California. They have created a museum dedicated to                    

telling the story of these people whose ancestors established lives in 

the Azores so long ago. The 2025 Portuguese Historical Museum’s new exhibit will be “The Azores, the                     

Atlantic Gateway of History”.                   

   

Thanks to the generosity of our community, we have been able to build and maintain our museum. Over 

the past 28 years we have presented the following exhibits which have allowed us to tell the story of our rich 

heritage.  These stories include: 

¶ Coming to America 

¶ Portuguese In Agriculture 

¶ Fraternal Societies of California 

¶ Life in the Old Country 

¶ The Holy Ghost Festas 

¶ Five Wounds Church 

¶ The Age of Discovery 

¶ Portuguese Foot Prints in California 

¶ Power of the Spirit - Portuguese Churches in California 

¶ Macau Photo Exhibit 

¶ 500 Years of Macau 

¶ Capelinhos - 50 Year Anniversary 

¶ California Folklore Dance Groups 

¶ Portuguese Bands of California 

¶ The Hawaiian Connection - Portuguese in Hawaii 

¶ Portuguese Miniatures 

¶ The First Portuguese Republic 

 

 

 

 

The Friends of the Portuguese Historical Museum  
tell the story of the Azoreans experience in California                                         

and the Portuguese inʟuence in the world 

 

 

 

 

 



        As a Friend of the Portuguese Historical Museum 
         your tax-deductible annual gift ensures the preservation of  
    Portuguese heritage and the growth of the Historical Museum 

 
Please accept my gift in support of the Portuguese Historical Museum Annual Friends Fund Drive  

 
__$25      __$50       __$100      __$250       __$500      __$1,000      __Other (amount)______ 

                                                                                                                        
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address: ___________________________________________  Tel: ___________________________  
 
I wish my gift to remain anonymous: ____________ 

 
Please enclose Matching Gift form/Name of company: ______________________________________________ 
 
Please mail check payable to Portuguese Heritage Society of CA, PO Box 18277, San Jose, CA 95158-8277 
Zelle payments to treasurerphsc@gmail.com accepted (Please include your contact info under memo for zelle) 
 
Note: All donors $50 or more will be invited as our guest to our 2025 Annual Friends Picnic on September 28th 

 
 Portuguese Heritage Society of California Tax ID# 77-0359110 
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New  
Wall 

of 
Honor 

 

 

 

 

BE A FRIEND OF THE PORTUGUESE MUSEUM ! 

 

¶ Power of the Spirit the Book 

¶ The Portuguese Kitchen, Life in an Azorean Home 

¶ Tableaux of a Portuguese Village 

¶ Portuguese Pioneers of Santa Clara Valley 

¶ Portuguese Speaking Countries in the World 

¶ Madeira - 600 years of History 

¶ Cape Verde 

¶ The Carnation Revolution 

                                                                                                                                                                                                  

With your support we hope to continue telling this wonderful story                                    

which started 598 years ago. 
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2024 FRIENDS OF THE PORTUGUESE MUSEUM 
     We would like to recognize and thank all the wonderful people who has generously contributed to our 2024 
Friends of the Museum last year. Our Friends appeal has helped defray some of our expenses, enabling the          
museum to thrive and bring to the community the history and culture of our people. We acknowledge all those 
donors who want to remain anonymous and anyone we might have missed from the list. Your support is greatly 
appreciated! It is only with your help, we are able to consistently update and maintain our exhibits!  

                                                Thank you, friends!  Obrigado, amigos! 
Shirley Abreu 
Margaret Alves 
Melvin & Blair Alves 
Anna Marie Amaral-Silva 
Manuel & Angie Andrade 
Carol Andreasen 
Agostinho & Areias 
Donna Austin 
   In memory of Scot Austin 
Tony Avelar 
John & Deolinda Avila 
Jose Avila / Tribuna Portuguesa 
Rui Avila 
Bernice Avila-Camuso 
Joaquin & Sharon Azevedo 
Jose & Angela Azevedo 
Jose & Rosa Azevedo 
Suzette B. Azevedo 
Jerry & Shauna Baker 
Mark L. Banda 
Arnaldo Baptista  
Ed & Jeanette Barbosa 
Gerald & Emily Bello  
   In memory of Kevin G. Bello 
Agostinho & Rose Bettencourt 
Ana & Jessie Bettencourt 
   In memory of Antonio Cabral Bettencourt 
Donna Binkiewicz 
Betty M. Bispo 
Marlene Blandford  
    In memory of Frank & Amelia Rodrigues  
David & Julia Borba 
Bob and Susan Bortfeld 
Robert Botelho 
Paul T. Boyd 
Brian & Anna Paula Brazil 
Arthur & Germanda Britto 
Dan & Jeanne Brown 
Manuel & Beatriz Bulcao 
John O. Cabral  
   In memory of Manuel & Amara Cabral 
Joe H. & Joanne Camara 
Clifford A. & Claudia Cardoza 
Joe & Maria Carrancho 
Larry Carty 
Chris & Sandy Carvalho 
Julie Castro-Orozco 
Susan & John Chegia 
Vito & Marlene Ciarfaglio 
Pat J. Coit 
Cindy Conover 
Sandra & Val Conzet 
 

Fremont 
Orland 
Oroville 
Seaside 
Sunnyvale 
Goleta 
Fremont 
Cupertino 
 
Santa Clara 
Palo Alto 
San Jose 
Santa Clara 
San Jose 
Martinez 
San Jose 
Santa Clara 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Port Hueneme 
Chino Hills 
Morgan Hill 
Half Moon Bay 
 
San Jose 
Los Gatos 
 
Lakewood 
Walnut Creek 
Santa Clara 
 
Rancho Cardova 
San Jose 
Livermore 
Waynesville 
Half Moon Bay 
San Leandro 
Orinda 
Newark 
Santa Clara 
 
Hayward  
Hollister 
Maxwell 
Oakdale 
Pebble Beach 
Soquel 
El Dorado Hills 
Livermore 
San Jose 
Post Falls 
Dublin 
 
 

Michael Cordeniz 
Elmano & Albertina Costa 
Ernesto Costa 
Nick & Joann Cote 
Bob & Dee Crawford 
Higina da Guia 
Carlos & Maryloo da Silva 
Luis & Rosa da Silva 
Emanuel O. de Sousa 
Tracy & Joan Denis 
Frank Dias 
Manuel Dias 
Isilda Duarte 
Steve & Frances Dutra 
Odette & Charles Ebersole 
Joao Estrela  
Jerry Escobar 
Jose & Mary Fagundes 
Eileen Faria 
Virginia Fletcher 
Luis & Mary Jo Freitas 
Manuel & Jean Freitas 
Dan Furtado 
Gilda Furtado 
Richard & Karen Furtado 
Richard & Sarafina Garcia 
Albert & Regina Gaspar 
Frank & Mona George 
   In memory of Manuel & Iona George 
Mr & Mrs Manuel George 
Jim & Deborah Gilman-Hunt 
Cathy Gist 
Angela & Luis Gomes 
Lidia Gomes 
Ligia Gonzales  
Filomena A. Goulart 
Joe Goulart 
Ronald A. Goularte 
Ron A. Goularte 
Martin J. Guardanapo 
Bob & Lana Hagg 
Gail F. Hale 
Gregory & Kerry Ann Hamilton 
Melissa Holmes 
Manuel & Cecilia Homem 
Robert E. Hoogs 
I.D.E.S.I. Novato 
I.D.E.S. 
Anne Cunha Jacobberger 
F. & M. Jardin 
Miguel & Lina Jimenez 
Antonio & Penelope Jorge da Silva 
 

Fremont 
Turlock 
Newark 
Santa Rosa 
Palo Alto 
Folsom 
San Jose 
Manteca 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Santa Clara 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Roseville 
San Diego 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Santa Clara 
Modesto 
Dixon 
Morgan Hill 
Santa Clara 
Campbell 
Fresno 
Truckee 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Sunnyvale 
 
Sunnyvale 
Newark 
Los Gatos 
El Dorado Hills 
Kailea Kona 
Goodyear 
San Jose 
Sunnyvale 
Palo Alto 
Palo Alto 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Campbell 
Valley Center 
El Cerrito 
Milpitas 
Monterey 
Novato 
Half Moon Bay 
Lafayette 
Castro Valley 
San Leandro 
Livermore 
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Inventory Committee 

 

 

 

Michael & Rose Silva King 
Bruce & Diane Kline 
Charlene Kuhn 
   In memory of Marie I. Wilson   
Rita Leal 
Lucilia & Daniel Leonardo 
   In memory of Lucille Souza 
Sue Fagalde Lick 
Gilbert & Mary Lima 
Erma Linn 
Wayne & Betty Costa Low 
Luis Lucas 
Augusto & Lucille Luis 
Sheila & James Lunny 
Jose & Beatriz Machado 
Liza, David, Mia & Anthony Maninski 
   In memory of Antonio Cabral Bettencourt 
Lillian Marciel 
Anthony Marques 
Anthony Martin 
Margie Matthews 
George Mattos 
Kathleen McCleary 
Laverne Perry Mc Donough 
   In memory of Frank Perry 
Anthony R. Mendes 
Gloria & Anthony Mendes 
Antonio & Evelyn Melo 
Elizabeth Mello 
Gary Mello 
Alberto & Olimpia Mendonca 
Judy Silva Milton 
Carol Minner 
Bill Moniz 
Susan Vargas Murphy 
Stanley & Maria Nascimento 
Kathleen Freitas Nelson 
Madeline Netto 
Jason & Barbara Neu 
Cidalia M. Neves 
Horacio & Nelda Neves 
Jolene Noland 
Peter & Mary Connie O'Hara 
Timothy O’Reilly 
Decio & Maria Helena Oliveira 
Edward F. & Anna Oliveira, Jr. 
Carol On & family 
Jeff Padgett 
Eugenia P. Paine 
Mary Borba Parente 
Kathleen E. Parrish 
Norman & Muriel Peixoto 
Lidia & Anthony Pereira 
Joe A. Pimental 
William & Wendy Pimentel 
Al & Vilma Pinheiro 
Diana Pires 
Joe & Lucy Pires 
Manuel & Lourdes Pires 
 

Modesto 
San Jose 
Winter Springs 
 
San Jose 
Gilroy 
 
South Beach 
Fremont 
Chico 
San Ramon 
San Jose 
Santa Clara 
San Jose 
San Jose 
San Jose 
 
Livermore 
Santa Clara 
Brookings 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Menlo Park 
Santa Clara 
 
Fresno 
Kingsburg 
San Jose 
Gustine 
Pacific Grove 
San Jose 
Milpitas 
Tracy 
Los Altos 
Sacramento 
Salinas 
Salinas 
Fremont 
Los Gatos 
Sacramento 
Fremont 
Santa Clara 
Fremont 
Cupertino 
San Jose 
Gilroy 
Elk Grove 
Missoula 
Layton 
Ontario 
Coarsegold 
Castro Valley 
San Jose 
Sunnyvale 
Cheyenne 
Gilroy 
San Jose 
Manteca 
Fremont 
 

Portuguese Fraternal Society of America 
PFSA Council #7 
PFSA Council #51 
Portuguese Historical Cultural Society 
James & Janice Ricker, Jr. 
Susan Rocha 
   In memory of Edward & Jerry Rose 
Maria Ines Rodrigues 
Norma Rodrigues 
Manuel Rosa 
Maria L. Rosa 
Rose Family / Rose Properties 
Alice Rose   
   In memory of Harold & Alice Rose 
Joseph & Victoria Rose 
Mary F. Rose 
Fernando Salvador 
Antonio & Graciela Salvador, Jr. 
Henry S. & Mary Santos 
Richard P. Santos 
Richard Santos 
Tony A. Santos 
Joe & Rafaela Sequeira 
Americo Serrano 
Susan & Michael Shira 
Shop Portuguese 
Richard Silbert 
Adeline F. Silva 
Bernadette Silva 
Joe & Aldina Silva 
Manuel Silva 
Roger Silva 
Jose & Manuela Silveira 
Mary Silveira 
Robert & Mary Silvera 
Lenora Simoes 
Bill & Georgina Skarin 
J. Larry Soares 
Helia & Nelson Sousa 
John Sousa 
Yvette Sousa 
Patrick Souza 
Madeline Streight 
Leonard & Norma Gonsalves Swindler 
Phillip Tom 
Antonio Vargas 
Joe & Janice Vargas /Triple V. Ranch 
Lucia Vargas 
Rufino C. Vargas 
Russell & Louise Vento 
Viriato & Caroline A. Ventura 
Carlos Vieira / 51 Fifty Enterprises 
David Vieira-Leal 
Lucilla & Paul Vierra 
Albert Vizinho 
Maria Weinerth 
Marilla Wiget 
Florinda Xavier / Xavier Cattle-Holsteins 
Darlene Young 

Modesto 
Gustine/Newman 
Sacramento 
Sacramento 
Meridian 
Hollister 
 
Santa Clara 
Santa Clara 
Hollister 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Santa Clara 
 
San Jose 
San Jose 
San Martin 
Calif Hot Springs 
Castro Valley 
San Jose 
Sonora 
Alviso 
Los Banos 
Pomona 
Milpitas 
New Bedford 
Walnut Creek 
Sunnyvale 
San Jose 
Los Banos 
San Jose 
Gilroy 
San Pablo 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Valley Springs 
Linden 
Pacific Grove 
San Jose 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Rodeo 
San Jose 
San Lorenzo 
Torrance 
San Jose 
Auburn 
Sacramento 
Santa Clara 
San Jose 
Santa Clara 
Livingston 
San Francisco 
San Jose 
San Francisco 
Bradley 
Sacramento 
Atwater 
Fresno 
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MarIA JOAO DA CRUZ   Museum Secretary 
     Hello, I am Maria Joao Palmeiro da Cruz. I was born in Castelo de Vide, Portugal 

and immigrated to the United States in 1992 when I married by late husband Nuno          

Prata da Cruz who was very involved in the Portuguese Macanese community. 

     After working 25 years for American Airlines, I decided to exit the airline                    

industry in August of 2023. Right after I was approached by Maria Roliz and                     

Antonino Pascoal who cordially invited me to join the Board of the Portuguese                 

Historical Museum in San Jose.  

     My passion for people and the Portuguese culture are the main reasons I am              

interested and I have been involved with the Lusitano Club of California since 1992. 

     As Secretary of the Portuguese Historical Museum, my goal is to continue helping 

to promote and preserve our Portuguese culture. On my free time I enjoy traveling and spending time with dear 

friends and family. Looking forward to working with you all in the New Year! 

 
    The Portuguese Historical 

Museum is very fortunate to 

have a wonderful group of 

directors and volunteers on 

its Board to help preserve 

and maintain the many                     

exhibits and grounds of the 

museum, and promote our 

Portuguese culture and                    

history by participating in 

the numerous parades and 

outside exhibitions year  

round. In this issue of our newsletter, we would like to feature two of our star directors this month: Betty 

Faultner, our Museum Docent Coordinator, and Maria Joao da Cruz, our new Museum Secretary!                                   

The Museum is blessed to have both these wonderful ladies on our Museum Board. Muitíssimo Obrigado! 

Betty faultner    Museum Docent Coordinator 
     My name is Betty Faultner, nee Sarmento, a native of San Jose. My father’s origin 

was from the Açores island of Pico and my mother was from the Hawaiian island of 

Oahu.  Both were influenced with a work ethic, a hunger for knowledge, and a sense 

of independence. 

     I am a San Jose State University graduate with a BS degree in Criminology and                    

a BA in Art History. After retiring from the State, I began volunteering at San Jose                      

History Park in the Pasetta House Art Gallery where I met Sylvia Carroll, a very                 

active docent of Portuguese descent in the Portuguese Historical Museum and a 

founding member along with her husband Art. She convinced me to participate in        

the Museum by quickly providing me with books and articles about Portugal and the Açores Islands about 

which I knew very little.  This encouraged me to travel to Portugal and the Açores and even find lost relatives. 

     Being a docent at the Portuguese Historical Museum is a positive experience and a wonderful opportunity 

to meet people from all over the world and all walks of life.  The Museum is always looking for docents to 

help.  One can discover how rewarding it is to learn from others and share knowledge.  Contact the Portuguese 

Museum if you find this opportunity of interest to you. 

The Museum Board & Volunteers  
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Julio Rose, Architect 

Some of the Museum’s 2024 Activities 



Sign up to receive our newsletter via email and help us save on printing and mailing costs.  
To enroll, email phscnewsletter@gmail.com or visit www.portuguesemuseum.org 

 

PORTUGUESE HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
Portuguese Heritage Society of California 
PO Box 18277 
San Jose, CA 95158-8277 
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Become a Friend of the Portuguese Museum  

Address service requested 

WANT TO HELP?  
VOLUNTEERS & SPONSORS    
needed for Dia de Portugal Festival!  
Can you help for an hour or two at the festival on June 
14th? Would you like to be an Event sponsor for the            
festival and be recognized in our program book? Your 
tax-deductible sponsorship is greatly appreciated in 
any amount. If you can help, please email us at                                      
phscnewsletter@gmail.com 
 

If you have extra time on the weekends,                                                                  
please consider volunteering as a                                                       

MUSEUM DOCENT!                                                                     
We NEED YOUR HELP! 

For latest news, please visit our website at www.portuguesemuseum.org 
or on Facebook at  

www.facebook.com/PortuguesesHistoricalMuseum 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 


