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Museum Hours: 
Sundays 12-3:30pm   
or by appointment 

Presidentõs Message by Jerry Escobar 
       On behalf of the Board of the Portuguese Heritage Society of California we hope 

your year is off to a great start. With the new year comes some exciting news regarding 

this yearôs exhibit and our annual Dia de Portugal Festival. 2024 marks a very important 

milestone in Portuguese history. April 25th 2024 is the 50th Anniversary of the Carnation                 

Revolution in Lisbon which overthrew the existing government. Ultimately, this change 

in leadership ushered in a new era of democracy as well as social and economic change.        

For our 27th year of Dia de Portugal, our exhibit will highlight 

the Revolu­«o dos Cravos, 25 de Abril. We 

ask you to mark your calendars for Saturday, 

June 8th for the 2024 Dia de Portugal Festival 

at History Park San Jose. There will be fun for 

the whole family celebrating 

Portuguese culture, food, music, 

and a variety of vendors.                          

If  you would like to participate in our festival       

with a booth, join our parade, donate a raffle prize, 

be a sponsor or volunteer, please email us at                        

phscnewsletter@gmail.com. As always, all are              

welcome and the admission is free with nearby free             

parking. Hope to see 

you there! 

A Nossa Herança 
Our Heritage  

 

 

A Museum is the Living Memory of a Community 

 Saturday, June 8, 2024     

 

Wall of Honor 
     Is your family or organization represented on the 
Wall of Honor?  It is a permanent way of recognizing 
those who have contributed to the preservation of our 
history and culture, and celebrate our Portuguese                     
heritage for generations to come.  
      With the generosity of our donors over the past two 
decades, we have over 500 names of families and                  
organizations on the west and east bandstands outside 
our museum. It is with these donations, we are able to 
maintain our museum and plaza and update our exhibits.   
      Please consider having your name(s) or someone 
special inscribed on 1 line up to 40 characters on the 
Wall of Honor for a tax-deductible donation of $350. 
Please email phscnewsletter@gmail.com or call                       
Maria Roliz at 415.990.5534 for further details 

PROGRAM 10am-5pm 
9:45am Gates open 

10am Mass (Museum plaza) 

11am Parade (starts at the hotel) 

11:30am Opening Ceremony 

12:30-4:45pm Entertainment                  

& Folkloric performances 

1:30pm Book Presentation  

4:45pm Raffle drawing 

10am-5pm Food & vendor 

booths, arts & crafts, exhibits,                      

childrenôs activities, and more 

Join us at 

Dia de Portugal  

Festival  

 

Save the date! 
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Katherine Vaz, a former Briggs-Copeland Fellow in 
Fiction at Harvard University and a Fellow of the 
Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, is the author 
of the novels Saudade, on the Discover Great New 
Writers list with Barnes & Noble, and Mariana, in 
six languages and optioned by Harrison Productions. 
Her collection Fado & Other Stories won a Drue 
Heinz Literature Prize, and Our Lady of the                        
Artichokes & Other Portuguese-American Stories 
received a Prairie Schooner Book Award. Her                
fiction has appeared in dozens of magazines,                       
including Tin House, BOMB, Antioch Review,                 
Iowa Review, The Common, Narrative, Ninth              
Letter, and Glimmer Train. She is the first                    
Portuguese-American to have her work recorded for 
the Archives of the Library of Congress (Hispanic 
Division).  

 

 

An irresistible and sweeping love story that follows two Portuguese refugees who flee religious violence 
and reignite their budding romance in Civil-War America. 
 
ñVaz's work is gorgeous at every levelðsinging sentences and pull-you-in plot. She is the real thing, an 
American treasure.ò ðTayari Jones, New York Times bestselling author of An American Marriage 
 
John Alves, son of a famous Presbyterian martyr on the Portuguese island of Madeira, spends his childhood       
in jail and in poverty. When he meets Mary Freitasðthough the adopted daughter of a master botanist, her 
true lineage is the subject of dangerous rumorða spark kindles a lasting bond. But soon their families must 
confront the rising blood tide of warfare between Catholics and Protestants. Fleeing with only what they can 
carry, John and Mary are separated and arrive at different times and places in a rapidly growing and changing 
mid-nineteenth-century Illinois. 
 
Years later, John settles into his life as an educator at Jacksonvilleôs nationally renowned school for the deaf, 
and Mary is a gardener in Springfield for handsome, wealthy Edward Moore. After John and Mary reconnect, 
the home of rising politician Abraham Lincoln provides a prime setting for their courtship. But conflict looms 
on the horizon, and John is torn. Should he join the Union army to prove his loyalty to his new country, or 
should he stay to fight for the chance to make a life with the one he loves? 
 
And should Mary accept Edwardôs marriage proposal since he is a partner in her business of selling the                   
miracle-berry fruit she transported from Madeira, or should she choose her passion for John? Social jealousies 
and betrayals compound the obstacles unleashed by the Civil War. 
 
In poignant and lyrical prose, Katherine Vazôs Above the Salt is a captivating and beautiful tribute to the                    
power of true love and the sacrifices we make to harness it.  

Above the Salt: A Novel  
By Katherine Vaz  

 

 

Katherine Vaz will be 
presenting this latest 
novel of hers on June 
8th at our Dia de 
Portugal Festival at 
History Park in San 

Jose. Donõt miss the opportunity to visit with 
Katherine and learn about this fascinating book! 

BOOK PRESENTATION  
June 8, 2024 1:30pm 
Dia de Portugal Festival 
History Park San Jose 

 

This new book ñAbove the Saltò 
by the most awesome Portuguese
-American writer Katherine Vaz 
was picked the book of the week 
at People magazine. We are so 
pleased. This is amazing news                  
for the Portuguese-American              
community. Congratulations                   
Katherine Vaz. Abra­os  

 

 

 

 

 
 



        As a Friend of the Portuguese Historical Museum 
         your tax deductible annual gift ensures the preservation of  
    Portuguese heritage and the growth of the Historical Museum 

PHSC Tax ID# 77-0359110 
 

Please accept my gift in support of the Portuguese Historical Museum Annual Friends Fund Drive  
 

__$25 __$50  __$100 __$250  __$500 __$1,000 __Other______ 
                                                                                                                 (amount)        

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/Sate/Zip: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address: __________________________________________Tel: ___________________________  
 
Check enclosed (Please mail check payable to PHSC, PO Box 18277, San Jose, CA 95158-8277) * 
 
Matching Gift form enclosed: Name of company ______________________________________________ 
 
I wish my gift to remain anonymous ____________ 

 
 * Zelle payments can be made to PHSC at treasurerphsc@gmail.com once you get our email confirmation 

 
Note: All donors $50 or more will be invited as our guest to our 2024 Annual Friends Picnic on September 29th  
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BE A FRIEND OF THE PORTUGUESE MUSEUM ! 

 

The Importance of Friends to the Existence of the Museum by Joe Machado 
       For the past 26 years, it has been my pleasure and honor to work on the many exhibits that the Portuguese 

museum has featured. Delving into the many aspects of Portuguese history, music, and culture has been a 

wonderful learning experience.  The subject matter has ranged from The Age of Discoveries to the Portuguese 

Bands of California. Our voyage of discovery at the Portuguese Museum has taken us from Cape Verde to 

Madeira to Macau, as we have looked at all the places where the Portuguese landed and left their mark. We 

have explored all of California finding the places the Portuguese put down roots and built communities. We 

have discovered the 52 churches the Portuguese built in California, and the 142 Portuguese halls created                     

to capture the important religious and family heritage from the old country. We have documented the                          

tremendous contributions the Portuguese have made to California, including endeavors in whaling, the dairy 

industry, the tuna industry, sweet potatoes, and construction. We have gone to the Hawaiian Islands and found 

the deep connection the Portuguese had to that pacific paradise. We have exhibited the tragedy of                     

Capelinhos and chronicled the lives of those uprooted and transplanted to America. We have studied the                   

beautiful Portuguese cal­adas (artistic pavement) found throughout the world, and we have shown the lovely 

handicrafts of the Azores, Madeira and from our immigrant communities throughout the United States.  

       While we created and presented all these exhibitions, we have maintained our Museum building and 

grounds in exquisite condition. The Portuguese Museum is one of the finest buildings at History Park. All 

these achievements could not have been realized without the help of the Portuguese community and especially 

the Friends of the Museum. With your help and collaboration, we hope to continue on our journey of sharing 

our wonderful culture and history to many generations to come. 

       The Portuguese Museum thanks the Friends for making all this happen as well as the volunteers that 

put countless of hours throughout the year! 
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2023 FRIENDS OF THE PORTUGUESE MUSEUM  
     We would like to recognize and thank all the wonderful people who has generously contributed to our 2023 
Friends of the Museum last year. Our Friends appeal has helped defray some of our expenses, enabling the          
museum to thrive and bring to the community the history and culture of our people. We acknowledge all those 
donors who want to remain anonymous and anyone we might have missed from the list. Your support is greatly 
appreciated! It is only with your help, we are able to consistently update and maintain our exhibits!  

                                                Thank you, friends!  Obrigado, amigos! 
Shirley Abreu 
Celestino & Manuela Aguiar  
Albert & Maria Alameda 
Carlos Alvernaz 
Diane Alves 
Manuel & Maria Alves 
Susan Alves-Rankin 
Michele Amador 
Carol Andreasen 
Victoria Araujo 
Agostinho Areias 
Donna Austin 
   In memory of Scot Austin 
John & Deolinda Avila 
Suzanne MacFarlane Avina 
Joaquin & Sharon Azevedo 
Jose & Rosa Azevedo 
Jerry & Lena Baker 
Mark L. Banda 
Arnaldo Baptista  
Ed & Jeanette Barbosa 
Gerald & Emily Bello  
   In memory of Kevin G. Bello 
Agostinho & Natalia Bettencourt 
Edward M. Bettencourt 
John L. Bettencourt 
Donna Binkiewicz 
Betty M. Bispo 
Marlene Blandford  
    In memory of Frank & Amelia Rodrigues  
David & Julia Borba 
Bob and Susan Bortfeld 
Robert Botelho 
Kari Boutte 
Paul T. Boyd 
Kathleen Brown OôConnor 
Antonio A. & Maria Brum 
Manuel & Beatriz Bulcao 
Melissa Burns 
John O. Cabral  
   In memory of Manuel & Amara Cabral 
Roy Carauta 
Humberto Cardosa 
Clifford A. & Claudia Cardoza 
Joe & Maria Carrancho 
Larry Carty 
Julie Castro-Orozco 
  In memory of Bill & Inez Castro 
Willetta Centeio 
Vito & Marlene Ciarfaglio 
Evo & Darlene Coelho 
Pat J. Coit 

Fremont 
San Jose 
Salinas 
Hollister 
Hollister 
Newark 
Pacifica 
Livingston 
Goleta 
San Jose 
Fremont 
Cupertino 
 
Palo Alto 
Santa Clara 
Martinez 
Santa Clara 
San Jose 
Port Hueneme 
Chino Hills 
Morgan Hill 
Half Moon Bay 
 
San Jose 
Lake Oswego 
San Jose 
Lakewood 
Walnut Creek 
Santa Clara 
 
Rancho Cardova 
San Jose 
Livermore 
Modesto 
Waynesville 
Fremont 
San Jose 
Newark 
San Jose 
Santa Clara 
 
Newark  
San Jose 
Hollister 
Maxwell 
Oakdale 
Soquel 
 
Waianae 
Livermore 
Brentwood 
San Jose 

Eduardo & Mary Correia 
Elmano Costa 
Ernesto Costa 
Nick & Joann Cote 
Bob & Dee Crawford 
Cidalia Cunha 
Fernando & Tina da Rocha 
Luis & Rosa da Silva 
Ruben C. da Silva 
Kathleen Daudistel 
Emanuel O. de Sousa 
Anthony & Maria Delas 
Tracy & Joan Denis 
Henrique Dinis 
Al Dutra 
Holly Liu & Paulo Dutra 
Steve & Frances Dutra 
Clarlene & Edward Enos 
Manuel & Maria Escobar 
Eileen Faria 
Jose Faria 
Joseph E. Faria 
Catherine Feliciano Alberti 
Joseph & Rita Fernandes 
Silvina Fernandes 
Emilio Francisco 
Luis & Mary Jo Freitas 
Manuel & Jean Freitas 
Gilda Furtado 
Richard & Karen Furtado 
Eduina G. Garcia 
Frank & Mona George 
   In memory of Manuel & Iona George 
Branca & James Gibbons 
Cathy Gist 
Mabel Gomes 
Ligia Gonzales  
Filomena A. Goulart 
Ronald A. Goularte 
Martin J. Guardanapo 
Janice & George Guglielmo 
Bob & Lana Hagg 
Gail F. Hale 
Gregory & Kerry Ann Hamilton 
Delores & Alfred Henriques 
Melissa Holmes 
Manuel & Cecilia Homem 
I.D.E.S.I. Novato 
I.P.F.E.S. Tracy 
F. & M. Jardin 
Harvey & Sharleen Jerome 
Marie B. Kelly 

Santa Clara 
Turlock 
Newark 
Santa Rosa 
Palo Alto 
San Jose 
Los Altos 
Manteca 
Novato 
El Dorado Hills 
San Jose 
Los Gatos 
San Jose 
Brentwood 
Roseville 
San Carlos 
Roseville 
San Jose 
Santa Clara 
Modesto 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Long Beach 
Eugene 
Santa Clara 
Santa Clara 
Morgan Hill 
Santa Clara 
Fresno 
Truckee 
San Jose 
Sunnyvale 
 
San Jose 
Los Gatos 
Fremont 
Goodyear 
San Jose 
Palo Alto 
San Jose 
Morgan Hill 
San Jose 
Campbell 
Valley Center 
Tracy 
El Cerrito 
Milpitas 
Novato 
Tracy 
Castro Valley 
San Mateo 
Modesto 
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Inventory Committee 

 

 

Michael & Rose Silva King 
Rita Leal 
Joe & Elaine Leal 
Jose & Andrea Leal 
John & Karen Lemes 
   In memory of John D. Lemes 
Marvin & Maureen Lewis 
Sue Fagalde Lick 
Gilbert & Mary Lima 
Steve Lopes 
Wayne & Betty Costa Low 
Augusto Luis 
Sheila & James Lunny 
Sharon Silva Luther 
Ana Maria Machado 
Fred & Maxine Machado 
Jose & Beatriz Machado 
Anthony Marques 
Anthony Martin 
Ron Martin 
Richard Martinez 
Kathleen McCleary 
Patricia & Michael McDonald 
Felisberto & Gabriela Medeiros 
Maria Meiners 
Antonio & Evelyn Melo 
Manuel Miguel 
Ana Mitchell 
Alice Moitozo 
Bill Moniz 
Stanley & Maria Nascimento 
Madeline Netto 
Horacio & Nelda Neves 
Raymond Nobriga 
Jolene Noland 
Manuel J. & Maria Nunes 
Peter & Mary Connie O'Hara 
Edward F. & Anna Oliveira, Jr. 
Carlos & Sue Pachao 
   In memory of Jose & Emilia Pachao 
Jeff Padgett 
Eugenia P. Paine 
Mary Borba Parente 
Linda Peacock 
Norman & Muriel Peixoto 
Lidia & Anthony Pereira 
Jackie Pereira-Anderson 
Georgia Pierce 
Joe A. Pimental 
William & Wendy Pimentel 
Diana Pires 
Joe & Lucy Pires 
Manuel & Christine Pires 
Manuel & Lourdes Pires 
Portuguese Historical Cultural Society 
Kenneth & Carol Prolo 
Nilda & Carlos Ramos 
Diana Raposo 
Gilbert & Maria Ribeiro 
Maria Elliot & Albert Ribeiro 

Modesto 
San Jose 
Manteca 
Vacaville 
Los Altos 
 
San Jose 
South Beach 
Fremont 
San Jose 
San Ramon 
Santa Clara 
San Jose 
Hayward 
Turlock 
Fresno 
San Jose 
Santa Clara 
Brookings 
Santa Clara 
Hollister 
Menlo Park 
San Jose 
Lincoln 
Mentone 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Niceville 
San Jose 
Los Altos 
Salinas 
Fremont 
Fremont 
Mt. Shasta 
Santa Clara 
Milpitas 
Fremont 
Gilroy 
Azalea 
 
Missoula 
Layton 
Ontario 
Hayward 
Castro Valley 
San Jose 
Sunnyvale 
Lathrop 
Sunnyvale 
Cheyenne 
San Jose 
Manteca 
Manteca 
Fremont 
Sacramento 
Pocatello 
Santa Clara 
Hilmar 
Hayward 
Los Angeles 

James & Janice Ricker, Jr. 
Mary Ristroph  
   In memory of Antone Silveira &                        
Rosaline S. Quintal 
Carlos Rocha 
Susan Rocha 
   In memory of Edward Rose 
Norma Rodrigues 
Jack Rogers 
Huitier Choi & Maria Roliz 
Manuel & Maria Rosa 
Rose Family  
   In memory of Manuel & Madeline Rose 
Alice Rose   
   In honor of Harold & Alice Rose 
Gary Rose 
Jerry Rose 
Mary F. Rose 
Kay Lynn Rose-Dye 
   In memory of Jerome S. Rose 
S.P.R.S.I. Council #13  
Elaine Sanders 
Henry S. & Mary Santos 
Richard P. Santos 
Manuel Sears 
John Senna 
Susan Shira 
Richard Silbert 
Adeline F. Silva 
Linda Silva 
William L. Silva / Silva Ranches 
Diane C. Silveira 
Mary Silveira 
Jack H. Silveira 
Robert & Mary Silvera 
Angela, Adrian & Almerindo Simoes 
Lenora Simoes 
Bill & Georgina Skarin 
Soares Dairy Farm, Inc. 
Vilma &  Joseph J. Soares 
John Sousa 
Patrick Souza 
Madeline Streight 
Karel & Maria Sykora 
Sylvia Teixeira 
Luis & Maria Toste 
Maria Isabel Van Sunder 
Antonio Vargas 
Joe & Janice Vargas /Triple V. Ranch 
Lucia Vargas 
Maria Vargas 
Russell & Louise Vento 
Viriato & Caroline A. Ventura 
Carlos Vieira / 51 Fifty Enterprises 
Manuel Vieira /Vieira Enterprises 
Albert Vizinho 
Jimm & Rhonda Vosburgh 
Maria Weinerth 
Florinda Xavier / Xavier Cattle-Holsteins 
Darlene I Young 

Meridian 
Santa Clara 
 
 
Hilmar 
Hollister 
 
Santa Clara 
Fremont 
El Cerrito 
San Jose 
San Jose 
 
Santa Clara 
 
Los Gatos 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Yreka 
 
San Jose 
Los Altos 
Castro Valley 
San Jose 
San Jose 
Sacramento 
Milpitas 
Walnut Creek 
Sunnyvale 
San Pablo 
San Martin 
Lincoln 
San Jose 
Monte Serene 
San Jose 
Livermore 
Valley Springs 
Linden 
Los Banos 
San Francisco 
San Jose 
Rodeo 
San Jose 
Menlo Park 
Salinas 
San Jose 
Fremont 
San Jose 
Auburn 
Sacramento 
Walnut Creek 
San Jose 
Santa Clara 
Livingston 
Santa Clara 
San Francisco 
San Jose 
Bradley 
Atwater 
Fresno 
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íThe Museum Board & Volunteers at Workî  

Julio Rose, Architect 
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Dia de Portugal and the Portuguese Museum have been blessed to have  

Steven Pinheiro as our electrician. The promotion and management of a large 

festival like Dia de Portugal takes a lot of manpower and volunteers. Steven 

stands out as one of our most important contributors in making everything run 

smoothly. We cannot count the hundreds of times Steven has solved electrical 

problems that could have caused serious problems for those participating in Dia 

de Portugal. One year Steven traveled all the way back to his home in Los 

Banos just to get a part to allow the festival to open on time! Dia de Portugal 

and the Portuguese Museum thanks Steven Pinheiro for his tremendous                   

contribution over these last many years! Muit²ssimo Obrigado! 

 

 

 

 

 

SteveN Pinheiro  A Special Friend of the Museum  

Mary alsheikh  Featured Museum Director 
      In each issue of our newsletter, we like to share a story 

of one of our Board directors. In this issue, it is Mary Alsheikh!  

      Mary is well-known within the Portuguese community. Always cheerful, sociable and 

helpful and full of great ideas, we can always count on her to help with the many projects 

we have without fail. She is one fantastic lady and we are glad that she is on our Museum 

Board. 

      Maryôs story é.. My life has been rather different from other immigrants. My family 

arrived in the U.S. on April 25, 1959 from Corvo, the smallest island in the Azores. We 

settled in California, as my aunts and uncles were already living there. In that first year 

we went from the Bay Area to the Central Valley and I went from 2nd grade to 4th grade by the end of that 

year. We moved back to the East Bay and I started high school in 1963, graduated in 1967, and of course, I 

was going to college. I was the first one in the family to get a college degree. Once again, my life took me 

back across the Atlantic. I met my husband who was from Saudi Arabia while we were both studying at San 

Jose State University. We lived in Riyadh and still have our home there that we go back to frequently. We 

have three children, Reem, Omar and Ahmed all born there. Living in a foreign country was not that strange 

as I have done it before. The language is hard but being Portuguese, I could pick out words since Portuguese 

has more than 1000 words that are Arabic. The Saudis are very family oriented and I felt right at home. In 

Saudi Arabia, women were not allowed to drive and I had to wear an abaya and cover my hair and face. You 

get used to it and it becomes second nature; before you walk out the door you grab your abaya. My husbandôs 

job came with a driver, so I got around easily. After 15 years of living there with my kids going to Saudi 

schools, my husband decided they were not learning like he had so we moved to London so they could                          

continue their education at a Saudi school which provided an English curriculum plus Arabic and Islamic 

studies. When it was time for Omar and Reem to attend college, they wanted to attend San Jose State                         

University. Since my husband was working and always traveling all over the world, it was a foregone                         

conclusion that I would go with our kids which was not a problem. When I arrived back in California, my sole 

job was to be a mom to our kids. I got involved with the Portuguese community and when a dear friend asked 

if I would like to join the Portuguese Heritage Publications of California (PHPC), I accepted and that soon 

led me to joining the Board of the Portuguese Historical Society of California (PHSC). Gradually I joined the 

Portuguese Studies Advisory Board for the Portuguese program at SJSU which became the Silicon Valley 

Portuguese Education and Cultural Foundation (SVPECF), the Board of POSSO, Luso-American Education 

Foundation, member of the Lusitano Club, Casa do Benfica and the Portuguese Athletic Club. Being back in 

California, I realized how much I had missed my Portuguese culture and community and jumped in with both 

feet. I love to travel and as you can see, I can go ñhomeò anytime which I do. My family is spread out                        

between London, Saudi Arabia, Portugal and California. We are not the typical family that lives nearby, but it 

works for us. 

 

 

 


