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Presidentõs Message by Jerry Escobar 
     Looking back on my first year as President of the Portuguese Historical Museum, 
2023 was a very successful year highlighted by our 26th Annual Dia de Portugal Festival       
in June. We had many vendors, entertainers, and attendees from all over California.                    
We were also honored to have many local dignitaries including the Consul General of                  
Portugal in San Francisco, and a visit from both the Vice President and the Director of 
the Communities of the Azorean Government. Our featured exhibit on the Cape Verde 
Archipelago was well enjoyed. I would like to thank everyone who helped plan this 
wonderful event and all who participated and attended.  We could not do it without the 
support of the community.   
    

                   
                                                        
In October, we held our Friends Picnic to thank our supporters without whom we 

could not operate our museum. Among our many friends in attendance, I was privileged 
to have all my predecessors celebrating with us including Joe Machado (President Year 
1993-1998), Al Dutra (President Year 1999-2014), and Antonino Pascoal (President 
2015-2022).  We appreciate all you have done for our museum and creating a lasting 

legacy for future generations.  
     A main goal of mine this year, with the 
help of our board members, has been to       
participate in community events throughout 
California.  This year we attended nine 
events walking in parades or setting up                     
museum displays where we made many new 
visitors.  We plan to do more outreach next 
year and invite you to stop by and say Hello.  

     I am grateful to be a part of this wonderful organization and personally wish to thank 
our founders, museum board members, Dia de Portugal committee, volunteers and                       
supporters who have made 2023 another great year. Your countless 
hours volunteering at, and for, the museum are truly appreciated. 
     I wish everyone Boas Festas e Feliz Ano Novo! 

A Nossa Herança 
Our Heritage  

 

 

A Museum is the Living Memory of a Community 

Dignitaries at 2023 Dia de Portugal Festival 

 

 

 

Past Presidents Joe, Antonino & Al with Jerry 



       2 

 

 

 The museum on the road  
     In 2023, the Museum joined many activities in the Portuguese                               
community around California. The year kicked off in April with us attending 
the San Joaquin Valley Portuguese Festival in Turlock where we brought 
many artifacts and displays depicting the various exhibits the Museum has 
created over the years. This brought us visibility in the Central Valley                  

with many new                    
visitors.  
    

     The Museum was invited to join in several parades around Northern California and we participated in as 
many as we were able to. In May we marched in the IFES Mountain View parade. In June we marched in the 
SES Santa Clara and the IES San Jose parades. We also marched in parades for the Santa Cruz Festa, the Flor 
do Oakley Festa, and the Newark Festa in July. We were honored to be a part of the Portuguese community 
and these time-honored traditions. As done in recent years, the Museum had a float in the Santa Clara Parade 
of Champions, as well as having an exhibit booth. We wrapped up the year with a booth at the San Jose Roots 
event at San Pedro Square, which celebrates the birth of the City of San Jose.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Mission accomplished ï we met many new people just learning 
about our museum and brought back wonderful memories of our 
Portuguese history in California. We look forward to seeing more 
of you in our travels next year! 
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Inventory Committee 

 

 

 

For latest news, please visit our website at www.portuguesemuseum.org 
or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/PortuguesesHistoricalMuseum 

The Museum on the Road 


