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Since our last newsletter in September 2020, we have survived the Covid-19
surge and thankfully most of our members are doing well. Although the Portuguese
Historical Museum has been closed since March 2020, maintenance of the museum
and plaza has not stopped in order to keep the museum in tiptop condition when we
do reopen. With the Santa Clara County pandemic restrictions, we will not be able
to host our Annual Dia de Portugal Festival once again this year, but do look forward
to a big celebration at our June 11th 2022 Dia de Portugal as we celebrate our 25th
Anniversary. We have also been given the green light to host our Friends of the
Museum Picnic on Sunday, September 26th 2021 with a maximum capacity of 200
people following the CDC guidelines. We miss all our visitors to the museum and
cannot wait for it to reopen hopefully by July.

What have we done since March 20202 We have painted the exterior of the
building and just finished expanding the bottom floor with new display cabinets to be
built to house additional exhibits. We have replenished the garden with new plants and
flowers to beautify the museum surroundings and continue updating and maintaining
it. We have worked diligently taking and listing the museum’s inventory and origin
which we hope to complete by this Fall. We have opened up a new Wall of Honor by
the bandstand and are now accepting applications which is a great way of honoring
your family with a permanent recognition of your contributions to the Portuguese
Community. The Museum also actively participated in the Christmas in the Park Drive

Thru event where thousands of people viewed the gorgeous decorations and festive
exhibits at History San Jose including ours. [ o} :

Our website www.portuguesemuseum.org |.
has constantly been updated thanks to
Davide Vieira with new additions and now [*
features so many of our exhibits that can be

viewed online




Special thanks to the volunteers of our renovation
and inventory committees that have given so much of
their time while the museum is closed working on these
various projects - Mary Alsheikh, Rui Avila, Hunter Choi, Eduardo & Mary
Correia, Joe & Eddy Faria, Betty Faultner, David Freitas, Joe Machado,
Julie Meneses, Dorothy Oliveira, Anita & Antonino Pascoal, Maria Roliz,
and Bonnie Simas-Staggs. Muito Obrigado!

Be a Friend of the Museum. Our main source of revenue is from
fundraising and our Friends campaign. Over the years, the Friends
campaign has allowed the Museum to grow and continue telling the story
of the Portuguese Community here and in the world. We thank all our past
supporters and look forward to your new and continued support.

For latest news, visit our website at www.portuguesemuseum.org
or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/PortuguesesHistoricalMuseum




2020 FRIENDS OF THE PORTUGUESE MUSEUM

We would like to recognize and thank all the wonderful people who has generously contributed to our 2020
Friends of the Museum during these most trying times. With the pandemic lockdown and cancellation of all our
activities, the Museum has not been able to raise funds like in the past. Our Friends appeal has helped defray
some of our expenses, enabling the museum to thrive and bring to the community the history and culture of our
people. We acknowledge all those donors who want to remain anonymous and anyone we might have missed

from the list. Everyone’s support is greatly appreciated. We need your help more than ever!

Thank you, friends! Obrigado, amigos!

Anthony & Maria Abreu
Joe & Shirley Abreu
Robert & Kathryn Aguiar
Albert & Maria Alameda
Rod Alvernaz
In memory of Jean Alvernaz
Diane Alves
John Alves
Manuel & Maria Alves
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Susan Alves-Rankin
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Arminda Barros
Jerry & Emily Bello
Michelle Belmessieri
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Joe & Mary Bettencourt
Louis & Mary Bettencourt
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In memory of Frank & Amelia
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In honor of Marie & Eugene Carvalho

Miguel Castro
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Louann & Mike Corbin
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Manuel Dias
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In memory of Art Carroll
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Edward Pacheco
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Kathy Parrish
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Lidia & Anthony Pereira
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Diana Pires
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John & Patricia Quaresma
Helen Rezendes
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Ontario
Madera
Castro Valley
San Jose
Gustine
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Mary Ristroph Santa Clara Jose & Manuela Silveira San Pablo

In memory of Antone M. Silveira Leo & Diane Silveira San Jose
Jose & Delminda Rodrigues San Mateo Mary Silveira San Jose
Maria Rodrigues Santa Clara Robert & Mary Silvera San Jose
George & Norma Rodrigues Santa Clara Joe & Julieta Simas Newark
Jack & Maria Rogers Fremont Manuel Simoes Gloucester, MA
Huitier Choi & Maria Roliz El Cerrito Maria & Jose Simoes Hanford
Manuel & Rosa Rosa San Jose William & Georgina Skarin Linden
Maria & Manuel Rosa San Jose Adele Smith San Jose
Edward Rose San Jose Marie Smith Fremont
Jerry & Jo Rose San Jose John & Gracinda Sousa San Jose
Joseph & Victoria Rose San Jose Joanne Souza Milpitas

In memory of Art Carroll Mary Jane Souza Santa Clara
Mary Rose San Jose Patrick & Carmina Souza Rodeo
Ron & Jim Rose/Rose Properties San Jose Maria Steinbach Orinda

In memory of Madeline Rose Madeline Streight San Jose
Debbie Ruger Ceres Dick & Carol Sweetapple San Jose
San Pedro Association W. Sacramento Karel & Maria Sykora Menlo Park
Rita Sanchez Santa Clara Toni Teixeira Fremont
Frank & Isabel Santos Hayward Bill & Rosalie Teixeira Titusville, FL
Henry & Mary Santos Castro Valley Luis & Maria Toste San Jose
Richard & Dianna Santos Sonora Maria Isabel Van Sunder Fremont
R.J. & Marlene Sartwell Cupertino Antonio & Mary Vargas San Jose
Manuel & Beatrice Sears San Jose Joe & Carolina Vargas El Granada
John & Mary Senna Sacramento Susan and David Vargas Murphy Sacramento
Jose & Rafela Sequeira Los Banos Joe & Janice Vargas/Triple V. Ranch Auburn
Brian & Sandy Serpa San Jose Russell & Louise Vento San Jose
Albert & Mary Silva Gilroy Manuel Vieira San Jose
Frances Silva Hanford Manuel Vieira/A.V.Thomas Produce Livingston
Frank & Mary Silva Tracy David Vieira-Leal Pebble Beach
Mario & Patricia Silva San Jose Paul & Lucilia Vierra San Jose
Antonio & Natalia Silva Morgan Hill Albert Vizinho San Francisco
William Silva/Silva Ranches LLC San Martin Todd & Cristina Warner Rocklin
Manuel & Alda Silva/Silva's Welding  Hanford Peggy Anne Wheeler San Jose
Ronald Silva/Silvaspoon Vineyards Galt Darlene Young Fresno
Eduina Silveira San Jose

As a Friend of the Portuguese Historical Museum
your tax deductible annual gift ensures the preservation of
Portuguese heritage and the growth of the Historical Museum
Please accept my gift in support of the Portuguese Historical Museum Annual Friends Fund Drive
_ $25 $50  $100 _ $250  $500 $1,000  Other
(amount)

Name:

Address:

City/Sate/Zip:

E-mail address:

Tel:

I wish my gift to remain anonymous

Check enclosed (Please make/mail check payable to PHSC, PO Box 18277, San Jose, CA 95158-8277)
Matching Gift form enclosed: Name of company

Thank you for your support of the Portuguese Heritage Society of California




Dr. Heraldo Gregoério da Silva passed away on January 19, 2021 in Fremont,

California unexpectedly while recovering from a medical condition at Hillside

Nursing Home that also tragically claimed the lives of several other people due to an

unforeseen outbreak of Covid-19.

Dr. da Silva was born on December 24, 1937 in Capelo, Faial. He lived a full life
of service and devotion to his family, friends, the church and Portuguese community
where he resided in San Jose and later in Fremont. He also devoted his time and
talent to his students and supporters, and was loved and respected for being a kind and
conscientious teacher.

As an accomplished scholar, his curriculum was as grand as his humble persona.

e In 1962, he completed his Theological studies in the seminary in Angra, Terceira, and emigrated to the
United States of America the same year.

e In 1964-1965 he completed his BA in Spanish at USF and concluded his teaching credentials where he taught
Spanish, French, Portuguese, Latin and English in various high schools.

eIn 1970-1974 he attended UCLA for 4 years completing his master’s degree in Portuguese-Brazilian
Studies and a PhD in Portuguese and Spanish Studies.

eIn 1985, his book based on his PhD dissertation “Acorianidade na Prosa de Vitorino Nemésio” was
published and has been used as a Portuguese textbook in universities worldwide.

e In 1998 he retired as Professor Emeritus at SJSU for 24 years where he established, developed and saved the
Portuguese Studies Program. At the risk of the program being canceled due to lack of funds; he
intervened and with the support of then State Senator John Vasconcelos, the PSP was never canceled. Thanks
to his perseverance, the program is still going on today.

As a community leader, he was just as accomplished and outstanding.

e In 1974-1975, he was part of the committee to form a senior center which is the Portuguese Organization for
Social Services and Opportunities (POSSO) today with the goal of helping the seniors and the elderly of the
San Jose area.

e In 1980, he was the co-founder of the Cabrillo Cultural Center at SJISU to support the PSP and students who
were taking Portuguese. It was during these meetings that Dr. da Silva “planted the seed” of creating a
Portuguese museum. In June 1997, the Portuguese

Historical Museum was opened and has become Wall of Honor

today one of the major centers for preserving the A new third Wall of Honor has just been installed
culture and heritage of the Portuguese emigrants in on the bandstand and you can now have your
California and the diaspora. name inscribed and be remembered!

Is your family or organization
represented on the Wall of
Honor? Please consider
getting your name (up to 40
characters including spaces)
inscribed for just a donation
of US$350.00 for individuals,

eIn August 1990, Dr. da Silva was recognized
and presented with the highest award given to a
Portuguese citizen while outside of Portugal,
“Comendador da Ordem do Infante Dom Henrique”,
by then President of Portugal Dr. Mério Soares
during his visit to California. A well-deserved honor

for such a great person. N 8} US$500.00 for organizations.
Dr. Heraldo da Silva practiced his faith devoutly — § mﬂs’lf : ‘ Please email

phscnewsletter@gmail.com
or call Maria Roliz at
415.990.5534

and always wanted to help people in any way he could;
whether monetarily, spiritually, or with some advice,
or simply a kind “God Bless You”. With always a soft
smile in his face and soft voice, he was a man of faith All applications received by July 31st will have

that certainly touched many lives. A true lasting their names engraved on the Wall this year.
friend! He will be dearly missed by all.
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ANTONINO PASCOAL emigrated from Faial, Acores in 1967 at age 19. After 6 years working
miscellaneous jobs day and night, he decided to get an education by working nights and going to school
during the day. In 1976, he received his High School Diploma from Metropolitan Adult Education (MAEP)
and eventually graduated from SJISU with a BA special major (Portuguese) and double minors in Business &
Psychology. He worked at HP for 21 years leaving as a Site Services Manager in 1991 to become a full-time
dad to his twins Anthony and Peter (both now working for the Fire Dept), and started his company Corporate
Supplies and Services in 1993. In 2000, he was offered a Manager position with Santa Clara County and retired
in 2012. Antonino has been involved in the community for over 53 years with full support of his wife Anita
of 42 years. He started with the youth group at Five Wounds Church in 1967. Then as a Senate Member
representative for MAEP, with the support of Dr. Lee Clark (Director of MAEP) he established free
Citizenship Classes for the Portuguese Community at POSSO where he also was one of the Founding
Members. He was on the Board of the Portuguese Chamber of Commerce, and member of the Cabrilho
Culture Center at SJSU where he served as VP and President. It was at these meetings that the idea of the
Portuguese Museum started. In 1991 Joe Machado asked him to oversee the construction of the Museum, but
he opted to assist with a support role instead and has been actively involved with PHSC since. He is currently
the President since 2015.

JERRY ESCOBAR joined PHSC in 2018 and is currently the Vice-President. He is also the Director of
Fraternal Activities & Marketing at PFSA — The Portuguese Fraternal Society of America. He graduated from
San Jose State and has a background in marketing, design, and branding. His parents emigrated from the Island
of Faial, Azores, and he was born and raised in Santa Clara, California. Jerry is an active participant in the Bay
Area Portuguese community and is also on the Board of the Silicon Valley Portuguese Education Foundation
of SJSU. In his spare time, he enjoys time with family and friends, watching the 49ers, and mid-century
modern architecture. He is married to his wife Ann for 24 years and has a daughter, Sydney who is pursuing
her PhD in Microbiology at the University of Missouri and a son, Jared, 19 who is studying Architecture at
West Valley College.

MARIA ROLIZ was born in Hong Kong and immigrated to California with her parents and siblings in 1977.
She went to Lowell High School in San Francisco where she received a scholarship to attend Tulane University
in New Orleans at age 16 and completed her MA in Business & Accounting at SFSU in 1986. Growing up and
following her father’s footsteps who was very passionate about his Portuguese heritage and actively involved
in the Portuguese community, she too has held many vital leadership roles for the past 30 years in several
Portuguese associations. Maria is currently the Secretary of PHSC, President of the Macau Cultural Center,
Director of Luso-American Education Foundation, Advisory Council Member of the Portuguese Consulate,
and the Lusitano Club amongst others. She has been an active participant of Dia de Portugal at History Park
since its inception in 1997. She is a co-owner of a Portuguese owned export company for the last 37 years and
a CPA. She enjoys the outdoors and traveling with her husband Hunter Choi of 34 years.



MARY CORREIA was born in Faial, Azores and immigrated to California in 1959 with her parents and
brother. She attended Santa Clara High and graduated from West Valley and SJSU, majoring in Management.
After college, she married her husband of 40 years, Eduardo and have three grown children. While raising her
children she worked at various companies and retired in January 2019 from a staff position at Santa Clara
University. As an immigrant her culture was always an important part of her life. As a child she participated in
many Portuguese parades and in 1967 she had the opportunity of being a Holy Spirit Side Maid for the
SFV Lodge in Mt. View. It was an honor for her then and over 50 years later she is still very humbled by the
experience. When her children were young, she volunteered for their various activities and after they were
grown, she started volunteering with various Portuguese organizations, her parish church and other nonprofits.
In 2015, she joined the Board of PHSC where she has enjoyed serving on the Board, being a docent and the
current position of Treasurer.

BRIAN SERPA is a third generation Portuguese-American born in San Jose, CA. He has been married to
Sandy for 56 years and have three children. His maternal grandparents are from Sao Jorge and Pico, and his
fraternal grandparents are from Faial and Milpitas, CA. Brian has always attended school in San Jose and is a
graduate of SJSU. He joined the U.S. Army Reserve in 1963 and was discharged in 1969 as Sergeant. He then
worked for IBM and retired in 1993 after 29 years. He has been involved with the San Jose Historical Museum
since the early 80's serving on the Board as Treasurer, then President in 1988-1989. In 1993, he joined
PHSC and has served as Treasurer and Vice-President. He is currently a member of the Advisory Council. His
interests include traveling, walks on the beach, spending time outdoors, and time with his family.

JOE MACHADO was born on Dia de Portugal 1947 in San Jose CA. His father was from Agualva, Terceira
and his mother from Norte Pequeno, Sao Jorge. His parents owned a dairy ranch in San Jose from 1925 to
1955 and then purchased a ranch in Livingston CA. In 1965, Joe returned to San Jose and graduated from
SJSU with a BA in 1970 and an MA in Latin American Studies in 1973. He was hired as the Portuguese
speaking social worker for the County of Santa Clara in 1974, and in 1977 transferred to the Santa Clara
County Assessor’s Office until he retired in 2009. Joe is married to Vicky Borba Machado and has a son
Aaron who is a teacher with the Gilroy Union School district. Joe has co-written 2 books: Across the Ocean
and Far Away, and The Power of the Spirit. Joe loves traveling and has volunteered for four Habitat for
Humanity builds; Krgyzstan 2008, Vietnam 2010, Mozambique 2011, Nepal 2013. He is also an avid reader

enjoying current novels, biographies and

8 INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT THE histories. Community Activities/Awards:
PORTUGUESE LANGUAGE Co-Founder of POSSO 1974, Co-Founder
1. Officially declared a language in 1290 of PHSC 1993, Board Director of the
2. Top 6 most spoken language in the world Portuguese Chamber of Commerce,
3. Fastest-growing European language in the world behind English Board Director of Portuguese Heritage
4. 2nd most widely used Romance language Publications, “Causa Portuguesa” Award
5. The official language of 10 countries (Angola, Brazil, Cape 1996, “Medalha do Merito” from the
Verde, East Timor, Equatorial Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Macau, Portu G £ 2000
) . ] . guese Governmen .
Mozambique, Portugal, and Sdo Tomé and Principe)
6. Only 5% of Portuguese Speakers reside in Portugal DID YOU KNOW7 The “516 Arouca”,
7. K, W &Y were not part of the Portuguese Alphabet until 2009 now the world’s longest pedestrian suspension
8. Its longest word has 46 letters which means someone who gota | bridge just opened in Arouca, Portugal. The
pulmonary disease caused by inhalation of volcanic dust - see-through bridge, named after its length and

location, is 516 meters (1,693 feet) long and

neumoultramicroscopicossilicovulcanoconiotico )
p p hangs 175 meters (574 feet) above a river.

go‘ Sign up to receive our newsletter “4 Nossa Heranga” via email at phscnewsletter@gmail.com



