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The Portuguese Museum celebrated Dia de
Portugal on June 8, 2019. As usual it was a beautiful
California day. Over the last 23 years the Museum
has displayed dozens of exhibits honoring our culture
and history. Dia de Portugal has hosted many groups [
that displayed our folklore and music traditions.
Groups from the Azores, Madeira, Angola, Macau,
Goa, Brasil, the East Coast, Canada, and from all e
parts of California have performed at the festival.
Similarly our food booths have offered foods from all
over the globe where the Portuguese had an important
presence, displaying our influence on world cuisine.

This year, 2019, was an especially important year, as it was the 100th anniversary of the
first official mass celebrated at Five Wounds Portuguese National Church in San Jose. This
beautiful edifice has stood as a sentinel of service to the Portuguese community of Santa Clara
valley. An exhibit chronically the 100 year history of Five Wounds Church was the high light
of the museum.

The day was enjoyed by all as people relished the folk dances, music, the traditional parade,
art and book expositions, children’s activities, a wine garden, and delicious food. Because of
the wonderful support of the community that we continue to sponsor this as a free event with
no admission charge. Muito Obrigado!

MEDALLION

The Portuguese Heritage Society has minted
a medallion celebrating the Portuguese Museum.
Over the years many special visitors have come to
the museum and we have not had an appropriate
gift for them as a remembrance of their visit. Now
with these new medallions, they will always have
a beautiful reminder of the Portuguese Historical
Museum.
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FRIENDS PICNIC

The Portuguese Heritage Society sponsored the annual Friends Picnic on October
> 0, 2019 at History Park San Jose with over 200 attendees. This annual event is a
big “Thank You” to those who have donated money or time to the Portuguese
§ Museum during the year. This year, special recognitions and our special minted
= Museum Medallions were given to Jacinta Bettencourt, Eduardo Correia, Dennis
Demellopine, Carlos Fagundes, Joe Faria, Bob Hagg, Anita Pascoal, Donaldo
Picanco, Manuel Pires, and Steve Robertson for their outstanding contributions.
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Special recognition awards were also .

given to Davide Vieira for his selfless ﬁ
contribution over the years in digitizing

the museum exhibits, and to the late John G. Figueira Jr. for the development of
the Museum plaza. John’s award was received by his widow Lorraine with the § |
entire Figueira family in attendance. Special thanks also to Helder DeSousa for §i A
the music entertainment and videotaping the event. It was a great picnic well il
enjoyed and a perfect opportunity to visit the museum with its new exhibits and
upgrades. The Portuguese Heritage Society is looking forward to an exciting 2020
as we enter our 24th year.

JOHN G. FIGUEIRA JR.

This year the Portuguese Heritage Society lost one of its founding members, John G. Figueira Jr.

John was born in Patterson, New Jersey in 1932 and moved to the San Diego area in 1947. After graduating
high school in 1949 he became a commercial tuna fisherman alongside his father. In 1951 John joined the Navy
and served four years during the Korean War. 1956 was a big year for John as he started his electrical engineering
degree at Cal Poly SLO and married the love of his life, Lorraine Souza. In 1961 they moved to Santa Clara when
John landed a job at Lockheed Missiles and Space and retired after a successful 31 year career as an Electrical
Engineer.

John was the designer and impetus behind the creation of our
wonderful Portuguese Historical Museum plaza. He was meticulous in
perfecting his design, yet he had a great sense of humor when things
didn’t go perfectly. He was a great friend to all and the Portuguese
| Heritage Society was proud to honor John at our “Friends Picnic” on
October 6, 2019.

We wish Lorraine and the entire Figueira family well. Stay Figueira
Strong!

websites: www.portuguesemuseum.org * www.diadeportugalca.org
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www.facebook.com/PortugueseHistoricalMuseum * www.facebook.com/DiaDePortugalFestivalSanJoseCA
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UPGRADES

Thanks to the wonderful support of the Friends of the Museum, the Portuguese
Museum was able to dramatically upgrade its facilities in 2019 especially the
replacement of the flood damaged basement area carpets with polished flooring |
that will eliminate future flood issues. We also upgraded the LED lighting to
enhance our exhibits. With a new cabinet behind the entrance desk, the many
gifts that various organizations have given to the museum can now be displayed.
Two new interesting items which were recently discovered in our inventory were
an old map of Portugal and a Macau flag which are now included in on displays.
As for the exterior, we continue to replace deteriorated siding and upgrade our
irrigation system.

The Portuguese Museum has received many accolades as being the best maintained structure at History Park. We are
proud of our museum’s pristine condition and continue to strive to preserve this level of appearance. Once again, thank you
for your support!

WALL OF HONOR

7 In 2020 the Portuguese Museum will open up a new Wall of Honor. The original two walls

which were part of the initial design of the plaza were completely filled. The walls contained over
500 names of families and organizations. Numerous people have contacted the Museum wanting to
remember their families. With that in mind a new Wall of Honor will begin accepting applications
in 2020. The Portuguese Museum is proud to honor all these families who want to celebrate their
Portuguese heritage.

Portuguese Community Night

Golden State Warriors
vs. Utah Jazz

Wednesday, January 22, 2020
7pm Chase Center

Lusitano Club has take the initiative to promote the 1st Portuguese Community Night with the Warriors at the
new Chase Center is San Francisco. Teamng up with several Portuguese organizations, we hope to make this a
grand success and continue with an annual Portuguese Heritage Night. Please come and celebrate our Portuguese
heritage on January 22! First 10,000 fans will receive the All Star Voting Nesting Dolls.

Order your tickets now before Nov 15, 2019! Contact lusitanoclubusa@gmail.com or 415-990-5534
Maria Roliz to purchase from our remaining block in upper level baseline section 200s TICKET COST: $80

Payment can be made by paypal, venmo, zelle or check payable to Lusitano Club,
582 Market Street, Suite #2001, San Francisco, CA 94104
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PALCUS

PALCUS is the national non-profit organization that
advocates for over 1.34 million Portuguese Americans in the
United States. It was founded in 1991 by a group of forward
thinking Portuguese Americans who recognized that the
community needed a singular national voice in Washington,
D.C. Among its early initiatives was the establishment of the
Portuguese-American Congressional Caucus in 1995 and the
Friends of Portugal in the U.S. Senate Caucus which led to
major accomplishments, such as, the restoration of SSI benefits
to legal Portuguese immigrants, visa waiver legislation and the
dual taxation protocol as well as many Portuguese Language
Education initiatives.

Now 28 years later, PALCUS has expanded its programs beyond civic engagement to include scholarships and internships
for Portuguese American college students, informational services, an Elected Officials database, the Politicus podcasts and
informative webinars, as well as active community engagement.

At present, PALCUS is working with the U.S. Census Bureau as the first National Complete Count Committee to
Make Portuguese Count™ in the 2020 Census. The strategy involves grassroots and media campaign that will engage U.S.
residents of Portuguese ancestry in all fifty states and Puerto Rico to participate but especially to write in “Portuguese” under

the Race/Origins question.

PALCUS strives to keep the community informed through its E-newsletter LUSUS, its weekly Community News
Roundup and social media by actively gathering news about the Portuguese community and Lusophone diaspora worldwide.
For more information about PALCUS and to learn how to become a member, visit www.palcus.org.



