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THANKS FOR A GREAT DIA DE PORTUGAL FESTIVAL

It feels good to report—year after year—a successful Dia de Portugal festival. Between five and six
thousand people enjoyed a beautiful June day—warm but not too hot—with great entertainment and food,
displays by more Portuguese artists than ever before, a lively parade, a carnival area for children, and, of
course, the pleasure of visiting with friends and seeing new exhibits in the museum.

In a different approach to entertainment, this year’s festival had a @
featured artist, Chico Avila, and fewer folk dancers and other individual
performers. Chico’s music and singing had people—old and young— €
dancing as well as listening under the park’s trees. |

While we missed the popular Madeira-style beef on a skewer, we |
had alcatra sandwiches— roast beef Terceira-style-which were delicious.
As usual the Macau booth sold out their Chinese-style Portuguese food.
Made-on-the-spot doughnuts in the Portuguese-in-Hawaii style were
popular as was a variety of seafood.

Sometimes we forget to say, “Thank you,” to the many people and businesses who make our festivals
successful. History San Jose gives us History Park, an ideal event location, and the City of San Jose’s
Office of Cultural Affairs has provided grants to partially pay expenses. Sunnyvale Volkswagen donates

~ two shuttle vehicles and drivers so that no one has to walk from
a distant parking lots. David Leal/Nor*Cal Portable Services
for years has given extraordinary help with portable sinks and

4 toilets. Jacinta Bettencourt/JB Designs does all the computer
T work for posters and programs and the museum’s exhibits while
- “7" Rose at Maple Press prints exhibit panels and every sort of sign
\t or poster and even tee-shirts for volunteers. Batista Vieira of
KSQQ and KLBS and Jose Avila of the Portuguese Tribune
= donate radio and newspaper publicity. Steve Dutra/Mondo
Burr1t0 gives food service help and HGC Imports provides
beverage help.

(continued on page 4)
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Here in California we are rich in cultural diversity where people are proud of their heritage. Most of the Portuguese-
Americans have Azorean or Madeiran ancestors. But in the Bay Area where there are large Chinese and Indian populations,
some of these people have Portuguese surnames! They are the former re&dents of Macau (now part of China) or Goa in
southern India whose ancestors were the Portuguese colonists. [ .

Going back to the 15th century, Portuguese were the world’s
foremost navigators, exploring the sea to discover trade routes ~ yuma
to the orient. They sailed south from Portugal along the west Arabian
coast of Africa, then northeast toward India where in 1498 they ek ;
cast anchor on the coast in Calicut. Thus began annual trips ~ “S&&™ "
to take spices back to Europe. But to get more spices they .
really needed to go farther east to Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) and uALmves‘%""e
to Malacca, now part of Malaysia. They reached Malacca in !f;
1509 and by 1511 they were in control there. Meanwhile they
moved their Calicut operations north to Goa, and from Malacca '"d“'"rgg“',‘
they extended their spice trading to Java, Moluccas, and China. ik
But it wasn’t until 1557 that Macau was leased to Portugal.
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Afier political and personal difference with the Portuguese king, Ferdinand Magellan, a Portuguese, went to sea for Spain
in 1519. He sailed westward across the Atlantic and the Pacific to reach Moluccas, but he died en route in the Ph;hppmes
His ships continued to complete the first round-the-worid trip. But Portugal took over the Moluccas, not Spain.

Despite Portugal’s prowess at sca and its reputation and economic power in Europe, the Portuguese explorations were
costly. Many people died at sea from illness or shipwrecks; the ships were expensive and did not last long. Administering
the possessions cost more than the income received.

The Dutch finally conquered Malacca in 1641 and Ceylon in 1655. Portugal gave Bombay to the English in 1660, and
Goa became part of India in 1961. Ownership of Macau lasted until 1999.

In 2016 this newsletter will have detailed stories about Macau and Goa. And if you visit the Portuguese
Historical Museum on a weekend afternoon, you just might meet someone from Macau or Goa; there are
many who live here now. And there are even Malaccans—three different groups have visited the museum!

BAND FESTIVAL IS GREAT EVENT

The 12th Annual Festival of California’s Portuguese Bands will be in San Jose on November 14, 2015. Activities begin at
9 a.m. at the IES Hall, 1401 East Santa Clara Street at Highway 101. After impressive introductory ceremonies, band concerts
by all 14 bands will continue throughout the day. Admission and events are free; there will be meals and snacks for sale all
day.

Host band this year is Sociedade Filarmonica Unido Popular of San Jose. Bands come from San Diego in the south,
Petaluma in the north, and points between. This annual event provides a delightful and satisfying day for lovers of the music
of concert bands.
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THE PANAMA CANAL: A WORLD WONDER

“The last time someone dug a trench through the Isthmus of Panama, the result was declared the greatest wonder of its age.
Its being done again—-mountains toppled, earth moved by the millions of tons, oceans connected—and the wonder this time

is that anyone notices. "—Time Magazine, May 2015. .
" PANAMA CANAL
. . ; =y From the Atlantic O
The first plan for a passage connecting the Atlantic and the Pacific . north of Colén, It's acpce;:o:?mtr:t’;cl;
X . . . Colon a 51 mile (9 hour) journey to the
was in 1534 when Charles I of Spain ordered a survey to build a man- i Pacific Ocean exit south of Balboa.
made canal across the [sthmus of Panama to avoid the long and perilous faaina, L ';;',‘:,'fagﬁ",;;:_':ﬁ?
sea voyages around the southern tip of South America. The results of e ;;j‘;:";;r'"m;"r‘i’r‘::r’;’fv;g;‘;“nﬁ';?e%
the survey were not implemented. " e torthe sang ’:i’,‘,do‘?“s"cfﬁéf“fmr?#‘;.
X ; . Panama
Starting in 1880, the challenge of constructing the Panama Canal Gamboa
was taken twice by French companies. However, disease, especially i
malaria and yellow fever, and lack of sufficient knowledge of the San Miguelito
geology of the region made the French cancel the project. By the Pedro Miguel ©. Panama 4
i i i Locks i
time the project was dropped, almost 20,000 lives had been lost. In - s Tk
. v e " . n
1904 the U.S. purchased the rights and existing equipment to build the e o Looss e
canal and agreed to provide Panama with an initial deposit of nine —_
q1e v i . 10 km
million dollars and annual lease payments to begin in 1912. Construction
took ten years; the canal was officially opened on August 15, 1914. | werldBElas.Com Pacific Ocean

The building of the canal was considered (o be the major engineering and construction project of that era. The Panaina
Canal was designed to stretch across nearly 50 miles of land which consisted of extensive varying terrain. The canal needed
to feature a series of “locks,” which would allow a boat to travel between varying water levels without ever leaving the
canal. A boat traversing the Panama Canal must go through a series of six locks to complete the journey. Between the locks
is a series of lakes.

Portuguese Connections
* Three years after the San Francisco 1906 earthquake, more than ten U.S. cities had expressed interest to Congress in
hosting a 1915 world’s fair. San Francisco’s major competitors were San Diego, California, and New Orleans,
Louisiana. On February 11, 1911, President Taft proclaimed that San Francisco would hold the 1915 Panama Pacific
International Exposition.

* The Portuguese First Republic government, established on October 5, 1910, accepted the U.S. invitation to install a
pavilion for the fair. After a period of inaction a delegation of the Colonia Portuguesa in California succeeded in getting
partial funding from the Portuguese government and the California communities for the Portuguese Pavilion.

*  With the closing of the Exposition, lumber from the Portuguese Pavilion was used in the construction of the Portuguese
Five Wounds Church in San Jose.

* The City of San Francisco is hosting a series of centennial events throughout this year. Go to www.ppiel00.org for
more information.

WALL OF HONOR-LAST CHANCE!

If you have been thinking of adding your family’s name to the Wall of Honor at the Portuguese Historical Museum,
time is running out. There are only 23 spaces left for engraving names on the marble plaques. Please call John Figueira,
408-296-0300, for all the details.
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Our loyal financial sponsors are the Portuguese Fraternal Society of America, the Luso-American
Life Insurance Society, and Fry’s Electronics with six Bay Area locations, Others are AM Drywall,
San Jose; Andrade Tax Services, San Jose; Silva Sausage, Gilroy; A.V. Thomas Produce, Livingston;
LaSalette Restaurant, Sonoma; Café Lucia, Healdsburg; Willow Glen Funeral Home, San Jose; Machado
Law Office, San Jose; Licia Imports, San Jose; Rosie’s Tours, Fremont; Casto Travel (Luisa deSousa),
San Jose; and Mandy’s Jewelers, San Leandro. More sponsors are Affordable Lighting, Fremont; Al
Pinheiro Insurance and Caravelle World Travel, Gilroy; Accountant Richard Cardoza, Fresno; Jeronimo’s
Lithocraft, United Marble and Granite, and Ray and Gerri Gamma, all of Santa Clara; Hillside Drywall,
Accountant George M. Mattos, Olivera Egg Ranch, Pioneer Concrete, Attorney Norbert Silveira, and
Attorney Linda Silveria, all of San Jose; and Sousa’s Wines and Liquors, Mountain View. A donation
was made in memory of Manuel and Madeline Rose. Thanks also to Dacia Faria of InterBanc Real
Estate Services, Campbell; Portuguese Artist Helia Borges Sousa, A Better Vacuum and Sewing, Tac
Auto Repair, and Sousa’s Restaurant, all of San Jose; Americana Services, Centromarq Properties, and
Farmers Insurance by Orlando Nunes, all of Santa Clara; Silva Bakery, Hayward; and Artist Goretti
Carvalho, Watsonville.

Then there are the volunteers, too numerous to list, who have given their time and energy. All are part
of the success of Dia de Portugal. THANK YOU TO ALL!!!
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Save the date for next year, June 11, 2016, always the second Saturday of June!



