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[l 2014 DIA DE PORTUGAL FESTIVAL il
() ()

Dia de Portugal is almost here! Always the second Saturday of June—June 14 this year—, the festival is the
premier event on California’s Portuguese-American calendar.
TR Ay T ORI - TR S s Enjoy the day, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., at History Park in Kelley
; S Park, 1650 Senter Road at Phelan, San Jose. Admission and
events are free. While the City charges a $6 parking fee in
two lots, there is free parking at several large lots, all well
P marked with signs, on Senter Road with free shuttle service
& 50 you don’t even have to walk to and from the festival.
% There is so much to enjoy: music and dance entertainment
¢ all day, a parade at noon, art show, book exhibit, children’s
activities, information booths, a quermesse, even vendors of
Portuguese gifts. Oh yes, the food: you’ll be able to buy
lunch Azores-style, Madeira-style, continental-style, and
- Macdo-style. Yum! Yum!

The Portuguese Historical Museum will be open all day with several
new exhibits. Coming of Age commemorates the twenty first anniversary
of the incorporation of the Portuguese Heritage Society of California - a
key early step in the goal of establishing our museum

The festival is a great way to:

*increase public awareness of Portuguese presence and contributions
in California;

*express pride in the culture of our ancestral country;

*provide a happy safe day of fun for Portuguese and non-Portuguese !
alike.

The Dia de Portugal celebration is not designed as a fund raiser; we aim to cover all costs While costs of
putting on the festival increase each year, we are still able to offer free admission.

Portugal’s national holiday is June 10, the anniversary of the death of Luiz de Camdes (1524-1580), poet
author of Os Lusiadas, considered Portugal’s greatest work of literature. Since June 10 is not a national holiday in
the United States, we have chosen the second Saturday—the one closest to June 10— for our celebration of Dia de
Portugal, de Camdes e das Comunidades Portuguesas.

See you on June 14!
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£ THE STORY OF PORTUGUESE IMMIGRATION (\

Government records begin in 1820, but Portuguese were coming to the east coast of America in 1497 and
quite likely earlier. Jodo Cabrilho, Portuguese but sailing for Spain, came to California in 1542. These were
explorers and seamen, who were few in number, not really part of a mass immigration.

The whaling industry centered in New Bedford, Massachusetts, hired sailors in the Azores. The California
Gold Rush of 1850 lured many of them to jump ship in San Francisco, the beginning of serious immigration. Just
over 4,000 came between 1850 and 1859, and almost 5,000 between 1860 and 1869. Word was out; factory jobs
and agricultural opportunities attracted growing numbers each decade, The graph on this page shows the steady
increase in Portuguese immigration through the 1910-1919 time period, including the thousands who went to
Hawaii to work in sugar plantations (1880-1910).

Then came very restrictive laws: first, a literacy law which affected Portuguese, 80% of whom were
illiterate at the time. A 1921 law limited annual immigration from any country to only 3% of the 1910 census
numbers. The law was changed in 1924 to a 2% limit of the 1890 census. A 1929 revision permitted only 440
Portuguese to come. These laws were written to favor northern Europeans who were the majority of the U.S.
population. Many of these northern Europeans were prejudiced against the southern Europeans whose culture,
including religion, was different from their own.

The depression of the 1930°s limited immigration as did World War II in the 1940’s. Some people were
able to immigrate as refugees from hostile regimes.

In 1957-58 came the disastrous volcanic eruption in Faial, and the Azorean Refugee Acts in 1958 and 1960
permitted 2,000 families to come as refugees. Then in 1960 and 1964 came earthquakes in Sdo Jorge and Terceira
and more legislation allowed more refugees to come. In 1965 still another law set a 20,000 annual allowance for
every country.

Between 80 and 90% of
Portuguese immigration has come
from the Azores Islands. Why?
Typically the Azoreans were poor
and wanted the opportunity for a
better life. The Azores are small
and simply did not have enough
resources to sustain a dense
population. When so many people
left between 1960 and 1980, the
Azores were not so crowded; now
there were more resources for
the people who stayed. Financial
aid from the European Economic
Community provided construction
opportunities to improve the
country’s infrastructure.

With the recent economic
difficulties in many European
countries, Portugal is again
experiencing emigration to other
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~ EMIGRANTS AND IMMIGRANTS el
Ceu T -] B L Os Emigrantes (The

" Emigrants) is a 1926 oil painting
" o by the prolific Azorean artist
! Domingos Rebélo (1891-1975).
While the background is the port of
Ponta Delgada, the scene could be
in any country: the departing people
embracing and saying good-bye to
- ! ! } ¥ loved ones and another couple sitting
M | i) __ on the trunk that holds the worldly
s ’\ds—g h-&_l _ goodsthey will taketo theirnew home.
~ —o——y ‘3-: ¥ g J L \ Leaning against the trunk is a
' &l | W /cgisto, a cherished religious artwork
to help keep alive memories of the
homeland.

Throughout Europe in the
18th century nuns, monks, and
people gathered for the peace
of the cloister were the first to
ll make these pictures. This popular
expression of religious devotion
became particularly important on the
island of Sao Miguel. Early registos portrayed Christ, the Virgin Mary, and other saints, but the Santo Cristo
image dominated throughout Sao Miguel. The registo is rectangular, its decorations made of many-colored
papers, metallic foils, fish scales, and other materials, displayed symmetrically to help focus one’s attention to
the center of the frame, the image of Senhor Santo Cristo. Today the registos are made by talented local artisans.

The Portuguese Historical Museum has a beautiful registo more than 100 years old.

The original Os Emigrantes painting is in the Machado Museum in Ponta Delgada, Sdo Miguel, Azores. The
museum has varied collections from geological and animal exhibits to artwork and archaeological specimens, but
the life-size dioramas of Azorean life in earlier centuries are beautifully done and unique to the Azores.

i

Emigrants are people leaving their home country/place.
Immigrants are people arriving at a new country/place.

Do you have a topic or question you’d like this newsletter to answer?
Let us know—PHSC, PO Box 18277, San Jose, CA 95158.
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IN) ANNUAL RAFFLE - GREAT PRIZES [Sa

Better each year! That’s a description of the prizes in the Portuguese Museum’s annual raffle, so you just
might want to participate. This year’s first prize is courtesy of Azores Express: a pair of round trip air fares from
Oakland to either the Azores or Lisbon. This wonderful prize has a value of over $2000. Thank you,Azores Express!

T

The prizes this year are:
Ist  Round Trip Air Fares for Two
2nd  $450
3rd  $250
4th  Original Oil painting by Goretti Carvalho
5th  Gourmet food basket

A suggested donation is $5 per ticket or six tickets for $20, but a donation is not required to participate. The drawing
will beat5 p.m. at Diade Portugal. Youneed notbe present to win. Tickets are available at Dia de Portugal or by mail.
Congratulations to last year’s winners:

Ist  Mr. And Mrs. Jodo Estrela, San Jose - Two round trip air fares from Boston to the Azores.

2nd Linda Pereira, San Jose - $400.

3rd  Emily Bello, Half Moon Bay - $200.

4th  Mary Jane Sousa, Santa Clara - Gourmet food basket.

5th  John Meyer, San Mateo - $100 gift certificate for Fry’s Electronics.

The annual raffle is a major source of revenue for the Dia de Portugal festival. Thanks, everyone!
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IN) ARE YOU A NATURE-LOVER? [oat

&)

Former residents of the Azores know that the Portuguese islands are
beautiful with lakes in volcanic craters, mountains, rolling green hills,
rugged sea coasts, forests, tiny flat coastal areas, and flowers, especially
hydrangeas, that line roadsides, like fences, to keep cows from going into roads.

Now there is something new to see on the island of Sdo Jorge. Scientists
recently discovered a new variety of orchid growing on top of a volcanic
ridge. Almost 200 years ago botanists identified two species of
butterfly-orchids, and now they have found a third, which an English scientist,
Professor Richard Bateman, describes as Europe’s rarest orchid species.
| Another natural phenomenon, not newly
discovered however, is the Cory’s Shearwater
(Cagarro), a nocturnal bird, with a peculiar
call, that nests in rock crevices in the central
mountains, particularly on Sado Jorge. The
| females lay a single egg which must be incubated for 55 days. The baby birds
il grow fast, multiplying their birth weight by ten in only a month. Both parents go
g out at night to find fish and squid for the babies. In late October the adults leave
to the southern hemisphere only to return again and again each March. Babies
mature in eight years, and the birds may live up to 40 years. Birds fly in grand
swooping motions and make a whooshing/whirring sound that is most memorable.




