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Saturday, June 13 was a perfect day for the 2013 Dia de Portugal festival. Over 6,500
attendees enjoyed a day of Portuguese music, dance, art, literature, the children’s carnival, and

E ™ "W traditional foods. FOUR Portuguese marching bands
provided additional excitement to the parade within History
,+¢ Park San Jose. People of Portuguese heritage, from
immigrants who have made California their adopted homes
to the descendants of those who began arriving in the mid-
1R00’s as well as the community-at- large joined together to
' celebrate this family-oriented event.

The newly installed exhibit of hand-carved miniature
figures depicting life in an Azorean village opened at the
Portuguese Museum for the festival. The work of many g
years, it was beautifully and lovingly made by the late
Jose Brasil. This large folk-art exhibit was donated to the
Museum by his widow and children. It is so impressive
and gets huge attention.

Planning is already underway for the next Dia de
Portugal festival on June 14, 2014. Do you have
any suggestions for next year? Perhaps it’s about the

e, exhlblt. Tell us your thoughts by email

€ (machado0568@sbcglobal.net),  or  telephone
§= (408 612-8095), or send us a note at our mailing
address, P.O. Box 18277, San Jose, CA. 95158.
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California’s Portuguese Politicians, A Century of
Legislative Service is the newest book from Portuguese
Heritage Publications of California (PHPC). Even if you’re
not a political junkie you’ll find this book interesting.

This book 1is a narrative of 18 office
holders of Portuguese heritage who have served at
state and/or national levels.

ALVIN RAY GRAVES, PH.D.

CALIFORNIA’S
PORTUGUESE POLITICIANS
A CENTURY OF LEGISLATIVEE SERVICE
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The earliest political “pioneers” —three men — served
as State legislators between 1901 and 1931, Then followed a
time with no Portuguese until 1962 when Joseph Gonsalves
was elected to the State Assembly. Four years later John
Vasconcellos joined him there. And every year from 1979
to 2003 there were at least four Assemblymen or Senators
in office. The first Portuguese Representative to Congress
was Tony Coelho (1979 - 1991); Richard Pombo followed
(1993-2007) joined by Dennis Cardoza and Devin Nunes
(both 2003 to present) and Jim Costa (2005 to present).

California’s Portuguese representation is quite
different from that of East Coast states, the other major area
of Portuguese settlement in the U.S.A. There many have
served at the state level yet none have served in Congress.

Author Dr. Alvin Graves also wrote the 2004
PHPC book on Portuguese dairy farming in California.
He teaches at West Hills College in Coalinga.
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Capelinhos, a Volcano of Synergies, a 2008 PHCP
publication, commemorated the 50th anniversary of
the 1997 volcanic eruption near the island of Faial
in the Azores, Portugal.  The year long eruption
precipitated a large emigration from the Islands to the
US. The book, considered one of the most current and
complete works of socio-anthropological research on the
subject, is one of two books chosen by Lesley University for
the 2013-2014 curriculum of its Institute of Cultural Studies
for Diversity. Capelinhos shares the honor with the other
chosen book, Blindness by Nobel Prize winner
Jose Saramago.

Tony Goulart, book project director, was invited
to give the keynote address at Lesiey University. Lesley,
founded in 1909, in Cambridge, Massachusetts, prepares
more teachers than any other private institution in that state,
and isa prominent provider of graduate programs in education.

CAPELINHOS
A Volcano of Synergies
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Tony Goulart
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The PHPC is offering specially priced holiday
book packages for holiday gifts. For information, go
to www.portuguesebooks.org. Books are also available

at the Portuguese Museum, Saturdays and Sundays,
noon-4:00p.m. or by special appointment. Contact Joe
Machado at machado0568(@sbcglobal.net or call
408 612-8095.




n PORTUGUESE: AWORLD n
Y  CLASSLANGUAGE

Did you know that Portuguese is the seventh most
spoken language in the world? Portugal is small, but
think of the size of Brazil, the largest of Portugal’s former
colonies. Then remember the African countries where
Portuguese is the official language: Angola, Mozambique,
Cabo Verde, Guinea-Bissau, and Sao Tome and Principe.
In Asia there were colonies-Macau, Goa, Malacca-that are
now part of other countries as well as the now independent
nations of East Timor and Sri Lanka. The Portuguese
arrived in Japan in 1542 and gave hundreds of words to the
Japanese language and also the popular food dish, tempura.

Maybe you would like to learn Portuguese. At the
university level there are classes at UC Berkeley, and UC
Santa Barbara. Cal State Stanislaus and San Jose State
have degree-level classes. High schools such as San Jose
High Academy and the high schools in Tulare and Turlock
offer Portuguese language and culture classes. Some
local adult education programs offer the language; check
locally. And to learn more about Portuguese culture there
are some great sources available. You can find them at
the universities named above. The Martin Luther King
Jr. Library in San Jose has a Portuguese Cultural Center
collection. Do you know of the J.A. Freitas library in San
Leandro? This 1s part of the PFSA (Portuguese Fraternal
Society of America) Home Office and is also part of the
California State Library System. You can have books

sent to you in any part of California. Call the Library at
510 483-7676 or go to www.library.ca.gov for more
information about their huge selection of books either
in Portuguese or about Portuguese subjects.

NIMPORTANT PORTUGUESE N

0~ FESTIVALS ("

California is the State that holds the runaway
title of the number of Portuguese religious festivals that
are held throughout the summer. Over ninety festivals

dedicated to the Holy Spirit are held by local organizations in
communities with concentrations of people of Portuguese
heritage. Other similar religious festivals also take place
throughout the state.

The Dia de Portugal festival in San Jose is not the
only non-religious event of statewide interest. Each year
there is a festival of all 14 Portuguese bands in the State. It is
a full day of wonderful music, and is free to the public. Each
year a different band hosts the event. The Lira Acoreana
of Livingston will host the 11th annual event on Saturday,
November I, 2014 in Hilmar. A similar festival of folk dance
groups also changes location each year. In 2014 it will be in
Turlock hosted by Mar Alto; the date, tentatively, is Saturday,
September 20, 2014.
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The Portuguese Historical Museum sincerely thanks you for your loyal support.
We wish you and your family great happiness at this Christmas time and throughout the New Year.

Feliz Natal e Prospero Ano Novo!
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Provide a lasting memory of your support of your Portuguese Heritage and the Portuguese Historical Museum by
having the name of your family and/or business engraved in the Wall of Honor. There are 54 spaces left. Make
this gift to yourself, your family, and the Portuguese Historical Museum. Contact John Figueira, 408 296-0300.



