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R DIA DE PORTUGAL FESTIVAL R

N JUNE 9, 2012 L

When we predict good times for all who attend
annual Dia de Portugal festivals, we’re right. Each year The festival will include all the popular activi-
people say, “the best ever’. ties: music and dance entertainment all day, a parade,
; cooking demos, art show, book exposition,
/ children’s carnival, and, of course, deli-
- % cious food.

There will be big in-
terest in things little at this §
year’s event on June 9 at Kel-
ley Park in San Jose. With [
the theme Portuguese Tra-
ditions: Miniatures and
Models the special feature
will be a huge nativity scene.
Not just a traditional manger
scene, this Azorean presepio ;
showcases all of village life and activities that could not The festival starts at 10 a.m.
possibly have been happening at the time of the birth and goes until 5:30 p.m. Admission
of Jesus. This is folk art at its very best and has been and all activities, except eating, are
brought to us by Mr. Roberto Medeiros of Lagoa, Sao free. Parking is $6.00 at some lots,
Miguel, Azores. free at others (with a free shuttle to

the park). Watch for the parking =
Also on display signs.
will  be locally See you June 9, Kelley Park, 1650 Senter Road,
made models of at Phelan, San Jose.
| things Portuguese,
™ as immigrants re-
i member their heri-
tage.

. Because there is an important football
match that day- Portugal vs. Germany-
| there will be a large B .
screen TV for enthu- S
siasts to watch the SSESS
game. e

Roberto Medeiros, executive director of
the Azorean Nativity Museum, Lagoa, Sao
Miguel.

. Last year’s well-
g 4 h

liked “Hawaiian
Connection” exhibit remains for newcomers or those
who want to see it again.
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One of the highlights of the Dia de Portugal pa-

rade 1s the fascinating procession of micro cars. Where

do they come from? Who do they belong to? What is
the gas mileage of these automobiles?

&%

Notonly is Rui Brasil g
a good friend and generous §
donor to Dia de Portugal, he §
brings those wonderful little
cars to the parade.

His collection all
started when he was a little
kid in Terceira, Azores. He
saw a 1958 BMW Isctta A-
car and knew he’d really like to have one. Fast forward
to 1999 when he found one for sale in Sacramento. He
bought it even though it was in bad condition; it took
a year of work to repair it. That was the first of the 14
mini-cars he has today. To repair these cars is quite an
endeavor since all the parts must come from Europe!

All the mini-cars are street legal, both in the
USA and Europe. They were first manufactured after
World War
R when
European
cars had to
be small-
thrifty  to
buy and
economi-
cal on gas.
A German
car, made
by a former aircraft maker, even had an airplane look
to it. Rui’s cars were all made in Germany, Italy, or
England. Half he bought in Europe, the others he found
in the USA. As far as he knows there is only one other
collector in the USA, and he has created a museum of
the mini-cars. Rui’s cars have been shown at many
charity events and have been used in advertising pho-
tos. He concedes that he enjoys the attention when he
is driving around in one of his special cars.

THANK YOU, RUI!

ﬁ
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Rui left his birthplace and home in Terceira to
visit his girlfriend who had come to San Jose. They
married, he got a job with a Portuguese-owned janito-
rial busmess and later started his own company, Cali-
: - fornia Cleaning Systems. With con-
tacts in Terceira he got janitorial jobs
there and now has the contract for all
% Y8 buildings at the US air base. His
% American-born daughter manages the
Terceira part of the business.

Some of those US employees
come to help with clean-up at Dia
de Portugal, a most generous contri-
bution from Rui Brasil. With about

8,000 people at each of the recent festivals, there are
lots of garbage cans to empty, chairs and tables to stack,
and litter to pick up.

The Dia de Portugal committee thanks Rui
Brasil for both his generous clean-up help and for the
lovely little cars he brings to the parade.
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JA \:): CONCERT AND DINNER ARE SPECIAL EVENTS :CQ

Among the activities leading up to Dia de Por-
tugal are the annual concert of classical music and the
Luso-American Education Foundation (LAEF) dinner.
This year both are on Sunday, June 3, in San Jose.

The classical concert will be at 3 p.m. inside
Five Wounds Church, 1401 East Santa Clara Street,
San Jose. The Mission Chamber Orchestra will play
selections by Portuguese composers. The featured vo-
calist will be David Garcia who will perform fados.
This is the year of the Fado designated by UNICEF as
an important component of world music. Tickets are
$25 for general admission, $20 for seniors, $12 for stu-
dents, and $10 for children under ten. Tickets can be

()

A traveling exhibit from the New Bedford Whaling Mu-
seum will come back to San Jose for the Dia de Portugal
Festival on June 9. The Legacy of Azorean Whalers tells
the history of whaling in the Atlantic, where Azoreans were
recruited to work on the ships, and the expansion of whal-
ing into the Pacific up to Alaska. At the exhibit’s first San
Jose showing hundreds came to learn this interesting history.

We gratefully acknowledge The New Bedford Whaling mu-
seum, A Direc¢do Regional Da Cultura Dos Agores, and
PALCUS for providing this traveling exhibit.

purchased at Furtado’s 1412 East Santa Clara Street
(across from Five Wounds), or at the door. The concert
is sponsored by the Instituto Camoes of Lisbon.

After the concert you may wish to walk “next
door” to the Portuguese Athletic Club (PAC), located
upstairs at the 1ES hall, for the LAEF dinner. Social
hour starts at 5 p.m. with dinner served at 6 p.m. LAEF
recognizes leading members of the community at this
important function. Please call LAEF at 925 828-3883
for further details. Reservations/tickets must be pur-
chased by May 29.
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N PORTUGUESE HISTORICAL MUSEUM RAFFLE »
IN L

O FIRST PRIZE: A ROUND-TRIP AIRFARE TO THE AZORES, £3
COURTESY OF AZORES EXPRESS (A DIVISION OF SATA AIRLINES)

Second Prize: $400.00
Third Prize: $200.00
Fourth Prize: A wonderful gourmet food basket

Fifth Prize; A beautiful mantel or table clock

Enclosed are your raffle tickets. Our annual raffle is an important source of income for the maintenance of the
Dia de Portugal festival. The drawing will be held at the Festival at 5:00 p.m. on June 9. The suggested donation
is $5.00 per ticket or $20.00 for a book of six tickets. Please return your ticket stubs in the enclosed envelope.
If you prefer not to receive tickets in the future, please let us know by sending your name and address. Unused
tickets may be returned. For more tickets send us a note in the enclosed envelope or call 408 293-3053. Good
luck on the raffle and thanks for supporting Dia de Portugal.

RAMANA VIEIRA FEATU}J

A VL Ua N Wi

ARTIST AT FESTIVAL

Ramana Vieira will be one of the featured entertainers at Dia de Por-
tugal this year. Ramana, a San Leandro native, most often sings the
traditional Portuguese fado from Lisbon, but now performs songs from
Macau which she sings in patois, the language of Macau. Come hear
this talented performer.
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1) COULD YOU BE A MUSEUM VOLUNTEER? flal

The Portuguese Historical Museum in San P.O. Box 18277, San Jose , Ca. 95158, or go to our web

Jose is open on Saturdays and Sundays, noon to 4 p.m.
Members of the board of directors take turns in work-
ing as docents in the museum. It’s fun to talk to people
from throughout the world and to people of Portuguese
heritage. We will train you for this interesting volunteer
opportunity. You can write us at Portuguese Museum
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site (Google Portuguese Museum, San Jose), or call 650
964-0406.

[f you know someone who would like to receive
our newsletter, let us know. Or if you don’t want our
newsletter any more, let us know.

Portuguese Heritage Society of California
P.O. Box 18277 =+ San Jose, CA 95158-8277 RS
www.portuguesemuseum.org * www.diadeportugalca.org
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