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“BEST EVER” DIA DE PORTUGAL

Judging by the enthusiastic comments from Portuguese
and non-Portuguese alike, the 2011 Dia de Portugal
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The Portuguese Historical Museum is becoming an
important destination for the Portuguese communities
in California. On July 14, 2011, the Museum
hosted attendees of the Luso-American Education
Foundation Youth Summer Camp. Twenty-six youth
campers
- | and 14
mentors
visited
the muse-
um as part
= of their
& program,
|They
came
| to learn
about
that Portuguese
descendants  have  made
in the United States and the attendees came
away with a greater appreciation and knowledge
of the positive impact that the Portuguese immigrants
have had in California. They will take this
knowledge back to their respective schools to share with
their fellow students.

contributions
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the
immigrants  and

important

GROUPS VISIT MUSEUM

~~/

On October 8, 2011, the San Pedro Association of
Sacramento chartered a bus to visit the Portuguese
Historical Museum. Their primary objective was to
view The Hawaiian Connection exhibit and learn
more about the incredible journeys of the people from
Madeira and _
the Azores fo |
Hawaii in the
years 1878 |7 =
through 1913, | 2

The San Pedro
Association |
is made up of
members whose
roots are from
Madeira,
and they were greatly
journeys of their ancestors.

the

interested in

inspiring

As part of their visit they enjoyed a picnic of traditional
Portuguese foods and drinks at History Park San Jose.
The Portuguese Museum was created for visitors to
have an opportunity to know and appreciate Portuguese
history and culture. Plan a daylong visit to History Park
San Jose, with your family or group, for a relaxing and
enjoyable experience at the Portuguese Historical Museum.

~ JOHN FIGUEIRA WINS AWARD ~

Founded in 1986, the Mission City Community Fund
(MCCF) has a single purpose: supporting Silicon
Valley non-profit organizations serving residents of our
greater community. Each year, the Austen Warburton
Community Service Award is presented to an individual
or  organization  exemplifying the  spirit  and
character of Mission City Community  Fund
founder Austen Warburton.

This year’s awardee is PHSC Board Member John
Figueira. John has been an active volunteer in the
City of Santa Clara. As a thirty-seven year member
(twenty as  President) of the Sister Cities
Organization, he built strong relationships  with
Coimbra Portugal as well as Izumo, Japan. He has
participated in many other community organizations.

In addition, he was instrumental during the
planning and building of the Portuguese Historical
Museum. He chaired the committee for the design
of the plaza area and the establishment of the Wall
of Honor. He spent months working on the plaza,
laying many of the traditional black and white stones
typical of the sidewalks and plazas in Portugal. Another
Portuguese Museum board member, Ray Gamma, received
this award in 2007.

John’s award will be presented al the Annual Charity
Auction and Dinner Dance on Saturday,
November 5, 2011, at 5:30 PM. For more information,
go to www.missioncityfund.org. or contact Ray Gamma,
gammaray(@earthlink.net, 408-243-7222.

Thanks, John, for all you do in the community.
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~~ DR.ANIBAL CAVACO SILVA VISIT TO SILICON VALLEY ™

Dr. Anibal Cavaco Silva, President of the Republic Upon his arrival, he will be greeted by civic and
of Portugal, will make a two-day visit to Silicon community leaders. A number of Portuguese bands will join
Valley starting on Sunday, November 13, 2011. togetherinthewelcomingceremoniesatFive Wounds Church
The major purpose of his visit is to meet with at5:00 pm, with the president then attending mass at 5:30 pm.
key executives in the Valley’s high tech industry. A Gala Dinner at the San Jose Fairmont Hotel will follow.
~~ TAKE NOTE g
The 14 Portuguese bands of Californis gather each Throughout the day the bands will be in concert--
year for a grand festival of beautiful music. The not competition but just for the sheer pleasure

location changes each year and this year it’s in Santa Clara
on Saturday, November 12, all day, and free to everyone!

The day begins at 9 a.m. as each band walks in playing
its march. After the entrance the entire group--650-plus
musicians--plays the national anthems of the United States
and Portugal and a melody especially written for the
festival. The grandeur of the performance is wonderful.

~/

PALCUS was founded in 1991 as a non-partisan,
non-profit organization headquartered in  Washington,
D.C. It was formed to create a singular national
voice to advocate for the Portuguese-American
communities-at-large by  addressing  domestic  and

international concerns.

The 15th Annual PALCUS Leadership Awards Gala will
be on November 12th in Washington, DC. Each year
it brings together members of Portuguese-American
communities in the United States to honor individuals
and organizations that continue to make a difference.
This year four individuals and one organization
will be honored:

Antonio (Tony) Goulart, from California, will receive

~/

Author Antonio M. Pacheco Jorge da Silva will present a
fascinating history of the Portuguese community in Hong
Kong at the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library, San Jose
State University, San Jose, on March 31, 2012, at 2:00 pm.

The presentation is based on two volumes of pictorial
books that will be donated to the library by the author. He
will speak about the descendants of Portuguese born in
Macau who left for Hong Kong to take an active part in the

PALCUS LEADERSHIP AWARDS GALA

PORTUGUESE IN HONG KONG PRESENTATION

of playing and listening to good music.

The public is cordially invited for a day of grand
music, all free, but snacks and meals will be for
sale. The location is the SES Hall at the corner of
Lafayette and Lewis Streets in Santa Clara. See you
there!

~/

the Leadership in Community Services award. Tony
has demonstrated a deep commitment and leadership
to Portuguese heritage and culture. Among his
many contributions, he was instrumental in forming
the  Portuguese  Chamber of Commerce  and
Portuguese  Heritage  Publications  of  California.

Inaddition, awards will go to Maria F. Pacheco, Ed.D., Brown
University for Leadership in Education; Jose Rodrigues,
President of Fort Myer Construction Corporation for
Leadership in Entreprencurship; Dr. Berta Cabral,
Mayor of Ponta Delgada for International Leadership
and the Portuguese American Post Graduate Society

(PAPS) for Organizational Leadership. For more
information on the Gala contact PALCUS,
www.PALCUS.org.

~/

early business development of a new colony after 1842.
The event is sponsored by the Macau Arts Culture

and Heritage Institute (MACHI) USA and the
Portuguese Heritage Society of California,

Admission is free and light refreshments will be served.

For more information Mr. Art Britto,

(510) 813-6116.

contact
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~ COUSINS? YES.

Two guests at the annual picnic of the Friends of the
Portuguese Museum began to chat while checking out
displays in the Museum. Teresa remarked on the symbolic
gates of Ponta Delgada, one of the ceramic miniatures in the
presepio, the traditional Azorean nativity scene that is part of
the folklore exhibit downstairs. She men-
tioned that she was from Sao Miguel. Mary
said she was [rom Sao Miguel too, from the
town of Lomba de Maia. Teresa, from near-
by Sdo Bras, asked if she knew the Melo
Bulhdes family.  Surprised, Mary said
that was her family name. Immediately
Teresa said, “You are Maria Fernanda
and we played together as children! Your
grandfather and my father were cousins.”

And so it was that the cousins, who hadn’t
seen each other since Mary left Sio Miguel
65 years ago, met at the Portuguese
Museum. Mary had not used her
Fernanda middle name here but she was,
indeed, Maria Fernanda Melo Bulhdes,
and Teresa’s maiden name was also Melo
Bulhdes, a not common surname. In
going over names and dates the two are sure they are cousins.

The Friends Picnic was a month after “The Spirit of *45",
a very busy History San Jose weekend celebration of the
ending of World War Il and of the generation that fought that
war. Among the many visitors at the Portuguese Historical
Museum was Dan from Sacramento who saw our photo
of John Machado, an attorney in San Luis Obispo in the

~/
Did you ever think it might be interesting and fun

to volunteer as a docent at the Portuguese Museum
on a Saturday or Sunday from noon till 4:00? It is interesting

HODODDODDOOODV0D o RN AN CHAAAII A

DOCENT?

COUSINS? NO. ~

mid-1900's, and exclaimed, “That’s the brother of my
grandfather Joaquin!” He began to tell stories of what
appears to be a very interesting family. While he was
still talking to our museum docents, another man, Scott
from Santa Clara, came in, was looking at exhibits, and
said, “That’s one of my ancestors™ and
pointed to the very same picture. Yes., he
was a great grandson of John’s brother
Manuel Machado of San Luis Obispo,
and Dan had a great uncle Manuel too.

Could these two strangers have been
cousins, unknown to each other? The
two men exchanged phone numbers but
it was a museum docent who wanted
to draw that family tree. The dates and
places seemed right and yes, John and
Manuel were brothers. But Dan’s great
uncles John and Manuel also had brothers
named Joaquin and Domingo while
Scott’s great grandfather Manuel did-nct.

Alas! There are so many many Machados,
and what looked like an amazing story
not so coincidental after all, though interesting.

was

Sometimes the world is incredibly small as people meet and
find unexpected connections. With so many Portuguese-
Americans living in California these encounters are frequent.
Tracing family ancestry can be fascinating and surprising.
Maybe the Portuguese Historical Museum can help you.

~/

and fun. Nevertheless we sometimes need some extra people
towelcome our weekend visitors. We'll train you in everything
youneed to know. Interested? Call Al Dutra at 650-964-0406.

""Congratulations to the winners in the 2011 Dia de Portugal Raffle:

First Prize: $500 - Edward Silva, West Sacramento

Third Prize: $300 - Dalberto Santos,

e

San Jose

Fourth Prize: Paintings by Helia Sousa - James Coito, Stockton
Fifth Prize: Food basket - John Lucena, Portland Oregon
Sixth Prize: Wine tasting at Leal Vineyards - /Inf()nir) Nascimcm‘o, San Jose

g Second Prize: Quilt by Sylvia Carroll - Heraldo de Silva, Fremont
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