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Highlights of 2009

Last year was another busy but satisfying one at the
Portuguese Historical Museum.

Throughout the year, the museum was staffed on
weekends by members of the Board of Directors,
providing visitors to History Park with a look at

Portuguese culture and traditions. Staffing the
museum can provide some great experiences and
memorable moments.

Watching young children react to seeing the
mannequin dressed as a lady in the capote is always
fun. Many approach the display case very carefully
to look up into the hood that encircles the face.
And the young girls all would love to be Festa
Queens and dress in the beautiful capes and gowns.

Discussing the immigrant experience with others
who have recently emigrated from various parts of

the world to the US shows the parallels in this
experience for everyone. Most satisfying is to meet
people who visit the museum to help reconnect
with their Portuguese heritage.

Of course, the Dia de Portugal Festival
is the big event of the year. Over
7, 500 people attended the Festival last
year, the perfect weather, great food
and wonderful entertainment made for
a delightful day.

Of all the pleasures of the traditional
parade is to see the young musicians
taking pride in being a part of their
filarmonicas.

We finished having the exterior of the
Imperio repainted just before the
Festival, so it sparkled in the afternoon
sun.

The Friends Picnic, held on the last
Sunday in September, was a more
informal and relaxed affair. Board members
provided the buffet lunch for all the guests and we
enjoyed listening and dancing to Emily’s music and
singing.

The special folklore exhibit replaced the dramatic
photos of the Capelinhos exhibit that had been
installed to commemorate the 50" Anniversary of
the Capelinhos eruption. The Capelinhos exhibit
was moved to the Martin Luther King Jr. Library at
San Jose State University for a three-month stay.

We look forward to your support in making 2010
an even more memorable year.
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Persons of the Year

The Portuguese Tribune, in its January issue,
recognized The Best of 2009 in the Portuguese
American Community. Individuals, organizations
and activities were recognized in twelve categories.

Bernadine and Lionel Goularte, active members of
the community and members of the PHSC Board,
were recognized as 2009 Persons of the Year.
Both graduates of San Jose State University, they
were recognized by the Portuguese Tribune for
their leadership role in establishing the Portuguese
Heritage Collection at the Martin Luther King Jr.
Library as well of their active participation on the
SJISU Portuguese Studies Program Advisory
Committee.

.we have not gone visiting our village since we got married.....

The Portuguese Letter in the Wall

Recently, the Portuguese Museum received an
email from Nancy Lund, Portola Valley
Town Historian, requesting a translation of a
letter written in Portuguese and dated 1913. The
letter was found within the wall of an old house
that was renovated after 1960.

The discovery of the letter points to the early
settlement by Portuguese families in the area of
Portola Valley, today an upscale peninsula
community.

It was written to Rozinha by her sister Maria do
Ceu Oliveira from Castelo Branco, Faial.

e ‘Four pages long, it is a typical letter containing “information from home™:

however now everything is quenched”,
Aunt

...... we have had craftsmen repairing our house. We are already

and endless saudades from me and my husband to you. Iam
your sister who loves you dearly.

Now the story of the house: The house, located on
what was part of the 13,000 acre Rancho el Corte de
Madera (granted in 1834) was built in the mid-
1800’s by Ignacia Martinez de Miraontes the
daughter of the original Spanish grantee.

In 1895, Joe Silvera brought the property containing
the house. The Silveras were members of an enclave
of Portuguese immigrants who settled in the Portola
Valley starting in the 1870’s. Today’s Georgia Lane
was the home not only for the Silveras but also to the
Alves/Gomes and Nunes families. Only a portion of
the original house remains today. By the 1950’s the
house, without a foundation, was about to fall apart
from decay, termites and neglect. The current owner
bought the house in the 1960°s and renovated the
structure. It was during the renovation that the letter
was found.

Our thanks to Nancy Lund, Portola Valley
Town Historian
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Friends
of the Portuguese Historical Museum
Annual Fund Drive

It’s that time of the year when we ask you to show your support of the Portuguese Historical Museum by
donating to the Museum’s Annual Friends Drive. Will you help us again this year?

The Museum has completed twelve years as a focal point for the preservation of the history of the Portuguese
experience in California. On weekends there can be up to 100 or more visitors to the museum located at the City of
San Jose’s History Park. Also, visitors from Portugal as well as Portuguese-Americans are delighted when they are
able to connect with their culture and heritage — Coming to America, the Holy Ghost Festas and Making a Living are
some of the exhibits that help tell the story of our heritage.

And, were you able to be a part of the fun-filled Dia de Portugal Festival? Over 7,500 attendees enjoyed a perfect day
with Portuguese food, entertainment, bands and a traditional Portuguese parade. The annual Dia de Portugal Festival
continues to be a wonderful gathering of our community.

The funds raised in this once-a- year appeal are key to operating the museum while continuing to expand and develop
exhibits. Please use the enclosed envelope to show that you believe that having a museum telling the story of the
Portuguese in California is important to you.

THE ONGOING SUCCESS OF THE MUSEUM HAS BEEN POSSIBLE
AS A RESULT OF YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT.

- A beautiful Unification Mass was held at Five

Portuguese Fraternal Society Merger

On January 1, 2010, four Portuguese Fraternal
Benefit Societies, IDES, SES, UPEC and UPPEC,
merged into one organization creating the new
Portuguese Fraternal Society of America (PFSA)
with memberships in California and Nevada. This
merger brought together organizations with a
combined history of over 400 years of service to
their members.

Currently there are over 200 Councils located
throughout these two States with over 20,000
insurance policies in force.

With this merger the Portuguese Fraternal Society
of America maintains August 1, 1880 as the date of
its charter. Their home office is located in San
Leandro, California. It houses the J.A. Freitas
Library, the largest privately held collection of
Portuguese literature in the United States. The
library is open to the public and most books can be
checked out for personal use.

In the near future, the four museums of the former
societies will be combined to exhibit the histories
of these Fraternal Benefit Societies.

Wounds Portuguese National Church in San Jose to
celebrate the new organization. It was followed by a
luncheon held at the SES Corporation Hall in
Santa Clara.

The Luso— American Insurance Society
Mergers

The Luso-American Insurance Society, originally
founded in 1868 as the Portuguese Protective and
Benevolent Society (APPB) has, over the years,
reorganized and merged resulting in the current
organizational structure. Its headquarters is in
Dublin, California. It is authorized to do business in
nine States.

The most recent mergers have been with the
Portuguese Continental Union of the USA
PCUUSA) in 2002 and with the Sociedade
Portuguesa Rainha Santa Isabel (SPRSI) in 2008.

JOIN US FOR A DAY OF FUN
DIA DE PORTUGAL FESTIVAL

SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 2010
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San Jose State University (SJSU)
Portuguese Studies Program (PSP)

The PSP Advisory Committee, chaired by Miguel
Avila and Dr. Manuel Bettencourt is continuing its
work to provide community support to the
resurgent Portuguese Studies Program at SJSU. In
spite of severe budget cuts to all university budgets,
three classroom courses and four individualized
programs are being offered in the Spring semester,

Over thirty-five years ago, members of the local
Portuguese - American community convinced
SJSU to offer courses in Portuguese language and
culture. Today, the continuation of this program is
based on:
1. Funding by the University of the entry level
COUrSes.
2. Donations from members of the community
to fund some advanced level courses
3. Support from Dr. Virginia de Luz Tarver by
teaching courses and coordinating the
individualized studies program without

compensation.

Dr. Tarver will be retiring in September of this
year. As a result, the Department will require
additional financial support to maintain a complete
curriculum.

Your financial help is needed NOW. Please send a
generous tax free donation to:

San Jose State University

Portuguese Studies Program

Department of Foreign Languages

One Washington Square

San Jose, CA 95192

For more information contact:
soaresavila@yahoo.com

1288885882880 8680682888888 8282888,

Portuguese Heritage Society
of California
PO Box 18277 San Jose, CA 95158-8277
WWWw.portuguesemuseum.org
www.diadeportugalca.org
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LAEF and UC Berkeley Conferences

The Luso-American Education Foundation
Conference and the Conference Commemorating the
100" Anniversary of the Portuguese Republic will
take place concurrently at the University of
California, Berkeley and in San Jose, March 11 — 14,

Activities will begin on Thursday, March 11, with a
Youth Day at UC Berkeley. Approximately 200
students from Tulare, Hilmar, Turlock and San Jose
high schools will participate in the program.

On Friday and Saturday, the joint conference
sessions will take place at Wheeler Hall
Approximately twelve speakers from mainland
Portugal, Azores and the United States have
confirmed their presence.

The LAEF portion of the conference will focus on
Portuguese Language and Culture while the
Centennial conference will have three different areas
of emphasis.  The first will be directed to
commemorating the First Republic and the
Republican tradition that flowed from it. The second
will feature several members of the 1990 Berkeley
conference reviewing their vision of Portugal at that
time and considering how the subsequent twenty
years have reinforced or modified these views. The
third part will consist of presentations by other
researchers of contemporary Portugal, both
Portuguese and American, evaluating the condition
and problems of Portugal today.

Dr. Mario Soares, twice Prime Minister of Portugal
and President from 1986 to 1996, will participate in
the Conferences. He will be the main speaker at the
Conference Gala Dinner to be held on Saturday,
March 13. The dinner will take place at the San Jose
City Hall Rotunda.

On Sunday, March 14, a presentation of the newly
published book, “Azores: Nine Islands, One
History”, will take place, at 4:00 PM, at the
Portuguese Athletic Club, San Jose. The author,
Susana Goulart Costa, PhD, from the University of
the Azores will participate in the program.

Contact the Luso-American Education Foundation,
925-828-3883, or the UC Portuguese Studies
Program, 510-643-0980 for more information.



