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Highlights of 2008

The Portuguese Heritage Society (PHSC) completed another year of successfully promoting Portuguese heritage and culture at
the Portuguese Historical Museum. Located in History Park San Jose, the museum is dedicated to telling the story of the
Portuguese-American experience in California.

The Dia de Portugal Festival, held on June 14, was the major event of the year. Approximately 7,000 guests gathered together
for a day of fun, food and the opportunity to enjoy things Portuguese. The event was part of the weeklong Dia de Portugal
celebrations held throughout the State. It also was part of the Commemoration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Capelinhos
volcanic eruption on the island of Faial.

A delegation from the Azores, led by
Carlos César, President of the Azores,
and including Jodo Castro. President
of the Camara of the City of Horta,
Luis Paulo Garcia, President of the
Junta de Freguesia do Capelo and
Alzira Serpa Silva, Director of the
* Communities made a special visit to
California to participate in the
Dia de Portugal and Capelinhos
= Commemoration events. :

§ The day’s events reflected the
| increasing energy of the Festival. The
participation of more organizations

and the parading of beautiful Portuguese
horses and riders enhanced the traditional
parade. The full day of entertainment
included the Grupo Folclorico of Cranston =
Rhode Island and the Out of the Gutter &
Comedy Team, both making the trip to the §
West Coast to participate in Dia de§
Portugal festivities. In addition to the
expanded Capelinhos exhibit, Mr. Germano &
Silva exhibited his beautiful, six-foot tall, §
hand-made clock. Also, visitors had the

opportunity to explore the vendor and §
information booths, see cooking
demonstrations and, of course, enjoy a
variety of Portuguese foods.

See next page
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Highlights of 2008 — continued

In the Fall, the PHSC hosted its annual Friends Picnic. The
PHSC invited the Friends of the Portuguese Museum and our
sponsors as our guests for a relaxed afternoon at the Park.

Throughout the year, the members of the Board of Directors
staff the museum on weekends, providing park visitors with the
opportunity to enjoy the museum. In addition, a kiosk provided
a touch screen program for a virtual visit to the museum.

JOIN US FOR THE
DIA DE PORTUGAL FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, JUNE 13, 2009

Portuguese Bands—Today and Yesterday

On the weekend of October 31, 2008, the fourteen Portuguese
Bands of California gathered for the Fifth Festival of
Portuguese Bands of California. The rainstorm held off
during the opening parade on Saturday and each band
performed during a full day of band concerts. Of course there
were food booths, restaurant service, a Bazaar and evenings
of dancing on Friday and Saturday nights. The Portuguese
Band of San Jose (A Banda Velha) organized the event with
the support of many segments of the Portuguese-American
Community.

The current bands began organizing in 1971, primarily by
Portuguese immigrants arriving in California after the 1960s.
The two Portuguese Bands in existence at that time were the
Five Wounds Band (disbanded in 1963) and the UPEC band
(disbanded in 1967).
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Five Wounds Church Band

But, how extensive was the California Portuguese Band
tradition in prior years? Articles in newspapers, books and
bulletins make mention of a number of bands that served the
communities for the Festas and other events from the late
1800s until the 1950s.

Records show that the Portuguese-American communities in
Walnut Creek, Santa Maria, Chico, Hanford, Los Banos,
Sacramento, Watsonville, San Diego, Artesia, Mill Valley,
Hughson, Stockton, Atwater, Santa Clara (2 bands), Oakland
(3 bands), San Leandro, Fremont (2 bands), among others, had
their own marching bands during earlier times.

It appears that many bands participating in the many festas had
names that did not identify them as a “Portuguese Band” but in
reality they were made up of members of the Portuguese
American Community. One example is the North Star Band of
Los Banos (Banda Estrela do Norte).

Tony Goulart, VP of Portuguese Heritage Publications, has begun
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North Star Band of Los Banos (Banda Estrela do Norte).

an informal review of early Portuguese newspapers and has made
contacts with various people in order to identify earlier bands that
served the community.

Anyone with information and/or photographs of earlier bands in
California should contact Tony at goulartt@comcast.net or
408-272-1201.
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First Salesian Band of Mary Help of Christians, Oakland
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Friends of the Portuguese Historical Museum Annual Fund Drive

Each year, Friends of the Portuguese Historical Museum show their support for preserving the history of the Portuguese experience
in California by donating to the Museum’s Annual Friends Drive. Will you help us again this year?

The Museum continues to be a focal point for the preservation of the history of the Portuguese experience in California. It is not
unusual to have 50 to 100 visitors to the museum on a weekend. Also, visitors from Portugal as well as other Portuguese-Americans
are delighted, and sometimes emotional, when they see what we are doing to preserve our heritage.

The annual Dia de Portugal Festival continues to be a happy gathering of our community. Here is an excerpt from one of the emails
we received after the Festival.

“It was WONDERFUL!! My very first Portuguese Festival of any kind-and I’m half Portuguese. My Grandmother
was born in Graciosa. I FINALLY FELT PORTUGUESE.........

gave me a lot of Portuguese feeling — haven’t experienced anything quite like that before. Thank You......
P.S. I LOVED THE PARADE! The Bands reminded me of my grandmother—she loved them, and the queen and
the girls reminded me of my mom’s childhood stories.

Each year we ask you to show your commitment to preserving our heritage by renewing or becoming a Friend of the Portuguese
Historical Museum. The funds raised in this once-a-year appeal enable us to continue to expand and develop exhibits at the
museum. Please use the enclosed envelope to show that you believe that having a museum exhibiting the story of the Portuguese in

California is important to you.

People in the News

Americans of Portuguese heritage are appearing more
frequently in the national news.

Meredith Vieira, of the MSNBC Today’s Show is probably
one of the best known. In August of 2008, the show
provided a segment on her visit to Faial, the island of her
ancestors It is a wonderful story. If you haven’t seen it, go to
http://www.msnbc.com, then search for 3079108.

Gigi Graciette, was the Mistress of Ceremonies for the
PALCUS Leadership Awards Gala, held in November in San
Jose. Raised in a “Casa Portuguesa” by her mother and
grandmother who are from Almeirim, Portugal, she grew up
in the Hollywood area. Gigi is a television reporter for the
FOX II and MY 13 Newscasts in Los Angeles. Her TV career
began at the Spanish language Telemundo Network.

Pete Souza, grandson of Azorean immigrants has been named
the official White House photographer for newly-elected
President Barack Obama. One of his photographs is the
widely distributed picture of then-Senator Obama walking up
the steps of the Capitol. He was born in South Dartmouth
Massachusetts. His website is www.petesouza.com.

David Simas of Massachusetts has joined the staff of David
Axelrod, Senior Advisor to President Barack Obama. Mr.
Simas had served as Director of Operations for Massachusetts
Govemor Deval Patrick.

Also:

Joana Carneiro, a native of Lisbon, is the new Music Director
of the Berkeley (CA) Symphony. She is currently the official
guest conductor of the Gulbenkian Symphony in Lisbon and
served as Assistant Conductor of the Los Angeles Chamber
Orchestra.

XXXIII Annual Conference
on Education and Culture

The Luso-American Education Foundation is holding its
thirty third annual education conference at California State
University , Stanislaus on March 27 — 28. The theme of the
conference is Portuguese: A Global Language.

The Friday Program consists of a workshop for high school
students during the morning and a cultural dinner at the Casa
dos Acores in Hilmar that evening.

On Saturday in addition to the day of workshops, there will be
a full-day program for teachers.

For more information contact Carmen Odom at L.A.E.F.
925-828-3883; or odom@luso-american.org
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San Jose State University and the King Library

Portuguese Heritage Collection Endowment

A Portuguese Heritage Collection Endowment has been
established at the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library on the
San José State University campus. The endowment will
provide annual funding to purchase books about the
Portuguese-American experience, Portuguese history and
culture, the immigration of Portuguese people from the
Azores to California as well as resources about other
Portuguese speaking populations and countries.

The Portuguese-American community in California continues
to enjoy its traditions and culture. In recent years, with the
recognition that these traditions must be preserved for the
future and become better known as part of the historic fabric
of the greater community, new organizations have sprung up
to document and preserve this history. Within the Santa Clara
Valley, two indicators of this outreach are the Portuguese
Historical Museum, now in its eleventh year, and the
Portuguese Heritage Publications with its offerings of
marvelous books on the Portuguese experience in California.

The King Library is an easily accessible key resource for all
at SISU as well as the entire Silicon Valley community.
Also, it can prove to be invaluable for the University’s
Portuguese Studies Program. Once the collection is digitized,
it will be accessible on the web to scholars, researchers, and
anyone interested in Portuguese culture.

Initial donations to the Endowment Fund have been very
strong and the Advisory Committee is confident that with the
continued support of the community the Fund will meet its
initial goal of $25,000.

Please send your tax deductible donation to:
SISU Tower Foundation — Portuguese Cultural
Heritage Collection
Director of Development, King Library
San José State University
One Washington Square
San José, CA 95192-0257

Portuguese Studies Program

The Portuguese Studies Program shows how the successful
efforts of the Portuguese-American community established
and maintained this program. Over thirty years ago SJISU
agreed to offer Portuguese Classes for one year if the
community would provide a teacher at no expense to the
University. They also agreed that if enough students enrolled
they would provide a funded program the following year.
The enrollments proved that there was enough interest and the
University funded a Portuguese Faculty position. It has been
a long term goal to establish Portuguese as an official minor
in the Foreign Language Department. In 2008, Portuguese
was established as one of the seven Foreign Language Minors
at the University.

Over the years, the declining emphasis in foreign language
programs, along with limited budgets continued to put the
program in jeopardy. In 1988, the community established the
Portuguese Endowment Trust to support Portuguese studies
on an on-going basis. The principal amount was to remain
intact and the proceeds from the program are used to support
the program. Since that time, and especially during this
current economic downturn, the proceeds from the fund have
proven to be inadequate to support the program.

Again, the Portuguese-American community will have to step
up to the challenge of maintaining the viability of the
Portuguese Studies Program at the University.

To help, contact:
Miguel Avila—Soaresavila@yahoo.com
Dr. Manuel Bettencourt—drmsb93@aol.com

Travel to Portugal

SATA/Azores Express has announced their summer schedule of
flights from QOakland, California to Terceira, Azores. Weekly
flights will begin on Monday, June 8 and run through Monday,
October 5. Return flights from the Azores will also depart on
Mondays. For more information contact Azores Express,
408-729-3712 or your travel agent.

Again this year, escorted tours to the Azores are being offered
from California:

Caravelle Travel of Gilroy is offering a two-week tour
departing Monday, June 15. For information call 408-842-0200.

Con Ginny-Al Tours is also offering a two week tour departing
Monday, June 22. For more information call 800-842-4955 or
650 961-5558

Participants in both of these tours will be in Terceira during the
annual San Joanninas Festival

In addition, Con Ginny-Al Tours is offering a 16 day tour of
Central Portugal and Madeira Island during its Wine
Festival ,departing September 1.
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