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Another Successful Year at the Museum

As the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays
approach, we can look back at another fruitful year
at the Portuguese Historical Museum. As usual, the
Dia de Portugal Festival was our biggest event with
an estimated turnout of 4,000 visitors.

Each year, the Museum’s Dia de Portugal Festival
is held on the second Saturday in June. This year
the celebration fell on the actual date of the
international celebration - June 10. In addition to
the wide variety of Portuguese foods being sold,
for the first time, sopas were prepared and sold by
the Grupo de Carnival Cultural Portugués of
San Jose.

Summer is the season of the Holy Ghost Festas and
each year many Festas are held on the same
weekend as the Dia de Portugal Festival. This year,
since Trinity Sunday fell on the June 10/11
weekend, there were twenty Portuguese festivals
being celebrated throughout the State.

In addition to the Festival, the all-volunteer Board
members have been busy throughout the year with
other activities. First there is weekend staffing. On
Saturdays and Sundays the museum is open to the
public so that visitors can have the opportunity to
learn more about our culture. In addition, special
group and individual tours are arranged during the
week by special request. The beautiful garden
surrounding the museum is maintained and cared
for by a Board member. This year, a photo of the
museum’s beautiful hydrangeas was featured in the
gardening section of the city’s newspaper, the
Mercury News.

Another important activity at History Park is the
school field trip programs. One learning unit,
Immigration, has fourth grade students visit the
Imperio to learn more about the immigrant
experience in the Santa Clara Valley. One of the
activities that the students enjoy is to strap on a
one-legged milking stool, a modern version of the
original, now in the museum, once used by Mr.
Batista Vieira when he worked at local Valley dairies
as a young man.

On October 28, the PHSC hosted a Friends picnic at
the museum. An article highlighting this event is in
this issue.

The Board is now preparing for next year’s Dia de
Portugal Festival. It will have a double significance
since it will also be a celebration of the Tenth
Anniversary of the opening of the Portuguese
Historical Museum.

Mark your calendar to be with us
on Saturday, June 9, for the
Tenth Anniversary
of the Portuguese Historical Museum.

PORTUGUESE HERITAGE SOCIETY
OF CALIFORNIA
PO Box 18277
San Jose, CA 95158-8277
www.portuguesemuseum.org

www.diadeportugal.com
Voicemail (408) 808-1471




Page 2

Mayor from Horta, Faial
visits Fremont

In September, Mayor Jodo Fernando Castro of
Horta, Faial, visited Fremont to participate in the
official Sister City celebration of Fremont’s 50th
Anniversary. He was hosted by Fremont Sister
City Commissioner, Lionel B. Goularte and his
wife Bernadine. Other Sister City representatives
came from Mexico, Japan, the Philippines and
India to participate in the weekend "Celebrate
Fremont" activities.

While in the Bay Area the Mayor took the
opportunity to visit Portuguese-American
organizations in the area as well as the Portuguese
Consulate in San Francisco. On his visit to the
Portuguese Historical Museum he was hosted by
Museum Directors John Figueira, and Lionel and
Bernadine Goularte.

Later in the day the Mayor met with a members of
the community to discuss plans to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of the Capelinhos volcano
eruption. The eruption took place in Faial on
September 27, 1957. Activities in Faial are
scheduled to take place from September 2007 to
September 2008. Events throughout the year will
focus on immigration, the social and personal
impact on those who left the Azores as well as
those who remained and the scientific knowledge
gained from studying the eruption.

Mayor Castro felt strongly that those who
experienced the days of the trembling earthquakes,
the dark clouds of falling ash and the light from
spewing lava should document those personal
experiences on tape, in writing or on video for
their families and for the future. Also, the Mayor
is interested in identifying and contacting
individuals who left Faial as a result of the volcanic
eruption and have never returned.

A Committee is being formed in San Jose to
coordinate commemorative activities and events
here in California. Antonino Pascoal and Joe
Machado have agreed to serve as Co-chairpersons
for the Committee. If you would like to participate
in the Committee or provide information please
contact Antonino Pascoal at 408-254-9822.

The Portuguese Shore Whalers
of California: 1854-1904

This major research project, to which David Bertdo
dedicated more than 10 years of his life, records the
history of the shore whaling industry in California,
from 1854 to 1904. This book, telling the until-now
unknown history of many of our early pioneers,
belongs in every home where there is an interest in
the achievements of early immigrants.

In addition to the history of all the whaling stations
in the state, from Crescent City to San Diego, the
book also records the names and the biographies,
including the names of the spouses and children, of
all the known shore whalers of that period. This
information is a true gold mine for all who are
interested in history and genealogy.

As with the books The Holy Ghost Festas and
The Portuguese Californians, this book is published
in full color, hard cover, high quality paper, and
illustrated with hundreds of pictures, many of
historic value.

On November 17 at 7:30 PM, this new major work is
being presented at the Portuguese Athletic Club, in
the IES Building, 1401 E. Santa Clara St. San Jose.

Order your copy now!

Please mail your check or money order for $50.00
(includes sales tax, handling and shipping to any-
where in the US) payable to: Portuguese Heritage
Publications, P.O. Box 32517, San Jose, CA 95152
For more information or to order your book online
visit the Portuguese Heritage Publications of
California website at www.PortugueseBooks.Org
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Annual Friends Picnic

Again this year the Portuguese Historical
Museum invited the Friends of the Museum to
enjoy a picnic at History Park. This no-charge
event is the Board’s way of saying thank you for
your wonderful support of the Museum.

It was a perfect October
sunny afternoon for a
picnic. The Board of
Directors showed their
cooking skills by
providing a variety of
traditional  Portuguese
dishes. Of course there
was linguica, as
well as three styles of
Portuguese beans,
Brazilian feijoada, favas,
torresmos, salads and
desserts along with
Portuguese wines, beer
and soft drinks.

The lively music and singing was provided by Emily,
who combines traditional and modern Portuguese
styles. And this year there were also chamaritas
called by Board Member Antonino Pascoal.

It was a fun day

Friends of the Portuguese Historical Museum (continued from last issue)

The annual Friends drive that is conducted each year is a major source of funding for the Museum. Without
your support we could not continue our improvements. The April edition of the Newsletter included a list of
contributors at the time of publication. The following is a list of those who made contributions since that date.
Our thanks to everyone for their continued support.

Mary Alsheikh San Jose Mr. Leonard J. Katen San Jose
Ms. Rosie Bueno Manteca Ted & Rita Leal Family San Jose
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Cannon Sunnyvale Donald A. Lencioni Atwater
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Cardoza Fresno Sharon Luther Hayward
Ms. Marie Carriro Fremont H. Faye Messinger Carmel
CMA Drywall Fremont Kathy Espinola Parrish Madera
Zanette Corman Woodside Mrs. Louise Pimentel Woodland
Mr. Ricardo da Rosa San Diego Ms. Maria Riley San Ramon
Ms. Norma DeSalles Fremont Ms. Eleanor M. Rose San Jose
Mr. John Enes San Jose Mr. & Mrs. Joe A. Rose San Jose

J. Hair & Tony Fagundes Fremont Ms. Terrie R. Silveira San Martin
Georgina Gomes Flaherty San Jose Mrs. Bonita-Simas Staggs San Jose
Marie Dutra Gambrel Sacramento Dr.& Mrs. Greg Smestad San Jose
Mr.& Mrs. Roland Giannini Redwood City ~ S.E.S. Council 65 Bakersfield
I.LD.E.S. Council 14 Hayward S.P.R.S.I. Supreme Council Oakland
I.LD.E.S. Council 112 Bakersfield



A Beautiful Wedding at the Portuguese Historical Museum

o .

On September 23, 2006 Kathryn Irene Fernandes and Dean Junior Katlik were joined in matrimony in a
beautiful afternoon ceremony on the plaza of the Portuguese Historical Museum. The music for the event
was provided by a trio playing Portuguese music featuring the Portuguese guitar. Margie Fernandez, mother
of the bride, is a past member of the PHSC Board of Directors and is currently Chairperson of the History
San Jose Board of Directors. The ceremony was another first for the Portuguese Historical Museum.

The Wall of Honor
Become a Permanent Part of the Portuguese Historical Museum

The Wall of Honor provides a great opportunity for you to honor your family by inscribing your family name
on the Wall of Honor. Also, it is a way of showing your support of the Portuguese Historical Museum and
your interest in preserving Portuguese culture in California. Twenty of the twenty-four individual panels have
been completed with space remaining on slightly more than three panels. To add your name to the Wall of
Honor, complete the form below. Each inscription provides forty spaces. Please list your last name first.

[l dslisladilil §. 0. Jedslstel R el o e o) el o lslislelitiols]

Name #  Contributors will receive an official

Addness Tel certificate of registration

City State Zip % PHSC retains the right to review all
inscriptions.

[] $250 Family

Include your check, #  Contributions are deductible to the extent
payable to [] $500 Company allowed by law.
Portuguese Heritage Society of California For Additional information please call:

PO Box 18277, San Jose CA 95158-8277

JOHN FIGUEIRA: (408) 296-0300



