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Friends of the Portuguese Historical Museum

With the start of 2006, we are well on our way to
another triumphant year at the Portuguese Historical
Museum. Again, the highlight will be the annual
Dia de Portugal Festival scheduled for Saturday,
June 10. We anticipate an even greater community
turnout as people take the opportunity to enjoy the
Portuguese food, music and entertainment.

As important, are plans to continue expanding and
improving the museum exhibits and displays. The
museum is the largest Portuguese historical museum
in the State of California. Proceeds from the Friends
Fund Drive, the annual raffle, along with individual
donations are the museum’s primary sources of
income.

We are kicking off the year with the Museum’s
Annual Friends Drive. With this once-a year appeal,
you, as a Friend of the Portuguese Historical
Museum, help make our continued growth and
success possible.

Please use the enclosed envelope to show that you
believe that having a museum that shows the
story of Portuguese in California is important.

We appreciate your support of the
PORTUGUESE HISTORICAL
MUSEUM.

PORTUGUESE HERITAGE SOCIETY
OF CALIFORNIA
PO Box 18277
San Jose, CA 95158-8277
www.portuguesemuseum.org
www.diadeportugal.com

Ao iniciar o ano de 2006, ndés estamos no bom
caminho para mais um ano de sucessos no
Museu Histérico Portugués. Mais uma vez, o
acontecimento principal vai ser o Festival do Dia de
Portugal as quais terdo lugar Sabado, 10 de Junho.
Esperamos uma particicpagdo da comunidade ainda
maior do que no ano anterior e tambem que as
pessoas aproveitem a oportunidade para saborear boa
comida portuguesa bem como misica e outras
atracoes.

Com a mesma importincia, continuamos a planear
o aumento e a melhoria das exposi¢oes do museu. O
museu € considerado o maior museu historico
portugués no Estado da Califérnia. O lucro
proveniente da Campanha de Fundos dos Amigos do
Museu, da rifa anual, juntamente com as doagdes
individuais sdo a maior fonte de receita do museu.

Vamos comegar o ano de 2006 com uma Campanha
Anual de Angariacio de Fundos dos Amigos do
Museu . Com este apelo anual, e como Amigo do
Museu Histérico Portugués, podera ajudar-nos a
continuar no trilho do sucesso.

Junto enviamos um envelope para fazer o favor
de devolver com o seu donativo, mostrando assim
que acredita e é importante para si, a existéncia
de nosso Museu Historico Portugués.

O MUSEU HISTORICO PORTUGUES
agradece seu apoio.
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Planning Dia de Portugal Activities

Dia de Portugal Celebrations have been held in
California since 1966. On February 8, the Consul
General of Portugal hosted a meeting of interested
parties to foster and promote activities throughout
the State. This year, plans call for a week-long
series of events, starting on June 3 with a Reception
at the State Capitol followed by a Gala Dinner at
the Hyatt Hotel in Sacramento. The week’s events
will conclude with the Dia de Portugal Festival at
the Portuguese Historical Museum at History Park
San Jose on June 10.

Portuguese-American organizations are encouraged
to schedule events or activities in their own

communities to recognize this international
celebration.
A website, www.DiadePortgual.com is being

updated to include information on all scheduled
events. Have your community become part of the
2006 Dia de Portugal celebrations.

In Memory of Lester Rose

Construction of the Portuguese Historical Museum
was a labor of love - and a great deal of hard work -
by many dedicated people. A key person in this
process was Lester Rose, the General Contractor for
the design and building of this museum.

Lester was a long-time resident of the Santa Clara
Valley, graduating from San Jose Technical School
in carpentry. He ran a successful general building
construction company for over forty years. Lester
was well known in the Portuguese-American
community for his deep involvement in activities
with many organizations. He was President of a
number of IES Festas over a twenty-year period.

In recent years, he lived in Roseville where he
passed away on December 20, 2005. Lester will be
remembered for his cheerful, “can do” approach to
getting things done.

Ancestry Workshops

Interested in tracing your family roots back to the
Azores? The PHSC will be hosting two Portuguese
Ancestry Workshops at History Park San Jose, The
first will be held on Tuesday evening, April 11
from 6:00 - 9:30 pm and the second on Wednesday
April 12th from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm.

Mr. Jodo Ventura, archivist and genealogist from
Angra do Heroismo, Terceira, will conduct these

workshops. Both sessions will have the same
content:
An introduction to the Azores and its

Administrative Divisions. Where records can
be found. The types of records that exist and
how to read them.

Additional time will be available on Wednesday for
attendees to discuss their individual situations. The
PHSC will provide refreshments at the evening
workshop and a light lunch on Wednesday. A
$10.00 donation is suggested.

Mr. Ventura has been invited to California to
participate in the Luso-American Education
Conference scheduled for March 31 to April 2 in
Tulare. He will conduct a 2%2 hour workshop at the

conference. Additional workshops are being
scheduled in other locations after the Luso
Conference.

The PHSC Workshops will be conducted in the
Firehouse building in History Park, The park is
located at Phelan Avenue and Senter Road in San
Jose. For more information and to make
reservations for these Workshops, please call
(650) 964-0406 or (408) 293-3787 or email
aldutra@aol.com. Please make your reservations
no later than April 6.

Saint Joseph’s Portuguese Church, Oakland

Do you have any information or photos of Saint
Joseph’s, the first Portuguese National Church
in California? If so, please contact Al Dutra,
(650) 964-0406 or aldutra@aol.com
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Stories of the Portuguese Experience

You can enjoy learning more about Portuguese
heritage and culture every time you visit the
Museum. Each artifact and picture represents a
story or an experience. The building itself, a
replica of the first imperio built in San Jose in
1915, reflects the Portuguese immigrant’s strong
devotion to the Holy Spirit.

The front of the museum has a beautiful stained
glass window featuring a white dove, the
representation of the Holy Spirit. A carved wooden
dove is also on a glass surface above the main
display at the entrance.
In the afternoon the
wooden dove is
centered on a reflection
of the stained glass | §
window.

Many of the crowns
and photos that are
part of the Holy
Ghost Festas exhibit
have special stories to
tell. One story is the
creation of the Half
Moon Bay crown by melting silver dollars
collected within the community. Another is the
crown made of tin, over 100 years ago, by a
member of the Irmandade de Santissima Trinidad
of North Oakland. Next to it is a beautiful family
crown brought from the Azores in the 1800’s and
used for many years in the Alvarado, Milpitas and
Newark Festas.

The Making a Living exhibit provides examples of
the early immigrant’s focus on dairy and
agricultural activities. All family members
participated in adding to the family income.

Canneries were a major industry in the Santa Clara
Valley. Most “old timers” remember when they,
their mothers, sisters or aunts worked in the
canneries during the
harvest season. Photos
and a display of two
ladies’ caps remind us
of this important part |
of the valley’s history
and the Portuguese g
experience.

The display case with
the Bom Jesis do _
Monte church represents many stories. Rescued
from the basement of the Five Wounds Church by
Paul Pereira, it is a beautiful hand carved model of
the church near Braga, Portugal. The model was
made by Mr. A. J. Teixeira in 1937. According to
many sources, the Bom Jesus do Monte church was
the inspiration for the exterior architecture of the
Five Wounds Church.

On your next visit to the museum, look for the
many stories that the exhibits tell. See the hand
carved keys to the cities, the ballot boxes, used by
the Fraternals, with the “black ball” method of
voting or the map highlighting explorers routes
during the era of the Portuguese Discoveries.
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Visiting the Portuguese Historical
Museum

The Portuguese Historical Museum is a testimony
to the motto, Build it and they will come. History
Park San Jose, the location of the museum, is open
six days a week, Tuesday through Sunday.
Members of the Board of Directors staff the
Portuguese Museum on Sundays, and on many
Saturdays from 1:00 until 5:00 pm. An outdoor
kiosk with a touch screen enables visitors to take a
“virtual tour” of the museum whenever they visit.

In addition to participating in our annual events,
special tours for individuals, families and
organizations can be arranged. Many special tours
for students, Portuguese clubs, out-of-town and
foreign visitors, and various organizations were
conducted in 2005.

Clubs, fraternal organizations and families have
inquired about arranging for special visits,
including perhaps a picnic, during the week or on

PORTUGUESE HISTORICAL MUSEUM
Portuguese Heritage Society of California
PO Box 18277
San Jose, CA 95158-8277

Address service requested

the weekends. The Board is happy to work with
you in making these special arrangements. If your
organization is interested in visiting History Park
and the Portuguese Historical Museum, please
contact us at (650) 964-0406

Celebrate Goa

A Goan Carnival Festival will be held on Sunday,
March 19 at the India Community Center, 555 Los
Coches St, Milpitas. This family oriented event
will begin at 1:00 pm preceded by an 11:30
luncheon that may be purchased.

The Portuguese played an important role in the
long and colorful history of Goa starting with the
arrival of Vasco de Gama in 1498. It remained part
of Portugal until 1961. Goa is a blend of
Portuguese and Indian culture.

The Goa Sudharop, sponsors of the event, invite the
entire community to join them in this celebration.
For more information call (408) 230-4858.
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