A Nossa Hevanca

Our Hevitagek =

Portuguese Heritage Society of California

Issue 1, 2004

Dia de Portugal Festival 2004

Were you there on June 7, 1997 when the Portuguese
Historical Museum was dedicated ? The event was part
of that year’s Dia de Portugal celebrations. Each year
since then the museum has held a festival on various
dates during the Spring. In fact, one year it was an
Open House, held in the Fall.  In 2004, the festival,
now renamed Dia de Portugal Festival 2004, will be
held on Sunday, June 13. Mark your calendar now so
you won’t miss this wonderful event. In succeeding
years, the festival will be held during the second
weekend in June.

The Board of Directors of the PHSC voted to
reestablish the Festival around Dia de Portugal for a
number of reasons:

First, we felt that there should be a renewed annual
focus on Portuguese heritage and culture in California.
What better time period for this focus than the
celebration of Dia de Portugal.

Over the years, the Luso-American Education
Foundation has held its annual Anniversary Dinner,
honoring their Scholarship recipients, as a key event for
Dia de Portugal. They have also continued to play a
leadership role with other organizations to organize and
participate in events throughout the State. By moving
our festival date, the PHSC will now add to the strength
of the Dia de Portugal celebrations.

Secondly, these celebrations provide an opportunity for
the greater community to learn more about the
contributions that Portuguese immigrants and their
descendants have made.

By having an annual Dia de Portugal festival at the same
location and on the same weekend, we hope to have an

(Continuwed on page 2)

Estavas 14 quando o Museu Historico Portugués foi
inaugurado, quase que passaram sete anos? A
inauguragio fazia parte das celebragoes do Dia de
Portugal daquele ano. Desde entdo o museu tem tido
todos os anos uma festa em alturas diferentes da
Primavera. De facto, um ano o festival teve lugar no
Outono. Em 2004 o festival, rebaptizado Festival do Dia
de Portugal 2004, tera lugar no domingo, dia 13 de Junho.
Nos anos seguintes o festival tera lugar na segunda
semana de Junho.

O Conselho de Administragio do Museu Historico
Portugués votou no sentido de reestabelecer o festival por
alturas do Dia de Portugal por viérias razdes:

Primeira — nos pensamos que deve existir um interesse
renovado na heranga e cultura portuguesas na Califérnia.
Que melhor altura para este interesse do que a celebrag¢ao
do Dia de Portugal! Durante muitos anos a Fundagdo
Luso-Americana para a Educa¢do comemorou o seu
jantar de aniversario, homenageando nesta altura os
alunos que receberam bolsas de estudo, tornado deste
modo este acontecimento numa importante peg¢a para as
celebragdes do Dia de Portugal. Ao mesmo tempo, a
Fundagdo continuou a desempenhar um papel de
lideranga juntamente com outras organizagdes para
realizar e participar nos acontecimentos por todo o estado.
N6s pensamos que nos deveriamos juntar a eles para
celebrar o Dia de Portugal.

Segunda — estas celebragdes ddo a oportunidade a uma
maior parte da comunidade para se inteirar do contribuito
dado pelos emigrantes portugueses e seus descendentes.

Por se efectuar um festival anual no mesmo sitio € no
mesmo fim de semana, esperamos ter uma festa que
cresce todos os anos e traga uma maior compreensao de
quem nos somos e do que fazemos.

(Continued on page 2)
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Dia de Portugal Festival 2004 (continued from page 1)

event that grows each year and provides a greater understanding of who we are
and what we have done.

In a State as large as ours, there is the opportunity for many communities to
organize events around Dia de Portugal. Banquets, concerts, folklore programs,
flag raising ceremonies and governmental proclamations can be organized to
celebrate our culture and let the rest of the community know who and what we
are. The PHSC is establishing a website so that organizations in various
communities can let each other know about their plans.

Dia de Portugal Festival 2004 at History Park San Jose (Kelley Park) will have
many of the same wonderful events and activities that we have had in previous
festivals. There will be a parade in the morning followed by entertainment
throughout the afternoon. Food booths will provide a delicious variety of
Portuguese foods and visitors will have the opportunity to see the latest exhibits
in the Portuguese Museum. Also, it will be an opportunity to meet with your
friends and catch up on the latest news.

So plan to celebrate your interest in Portuguese heritage and culture by attending
the Dia de Portugal Festival 2004 at the Portuguese Historical Museum on
Sunday, June 13, 2004.

Festival do Dia de Portugal 2004 (continued from page 1)

Num estado tdo vasto como o nosso, existe a possibilidade para muitas das
comunidades de organizarem festejos a volta do Dia de Portugal. Banquetes,
concertos, programas de folclore, cerimonias de hastear a bandeira e
proclamagdes governamentais podem ser organizados para celebrar a nossa
cultura e levar ao conhecimento da restante comunidade o que se esta a passar.
O Museu vai iniciar uma website para que todas as comunidades saibam o que as
outras estdo a fazer.

O Festival do Dia de Portugal 2004 no Parque Historico de San José (Kelley
Park) vai ter muitas das variadas festas maravilhosas e actividades que tivemos
no passado. De manha estd programado um desfile seguindo-se entretenimento
durante toda a tarde. Vai haver muitas barracas com uma grande variedade da
deliciosa comida portuguesa e quem quiser pode visitar as diversas exposi¢des
no Museu Portugués. Ndo menos importante, serd esta uma optima oportunidade
para encontrarmos velhos amigos e inteirarmo-nos das ultimas novidades.

Com tudo isto anota na agenda, que o sadbado, dia 13 de Junho de 2004 esta
reservado para vires celebrar connosco o Festival do Dia de Portugal de 2004, no
Museu Historico Portugués.
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Progress Report

With the start of 2004, it is worthwhile to look back to
see how much has been accomplished in the short
history of the Portuguese Historical Museum.

June 1997: Those that attended the Dedication
Ceremony recall the pride and satisfaction of having a
museum of our own, dedicated to Portuguese
immigrants and their descendants. Those working on
the exhibits remember the last minute rush to have the
exhibits on the main floor completed for the opening
ceremony. The lower level was a hollow shell waiting
for future exhibits and artifacts.

The plaza stones had been laid along with the placement
of the first of the beautiful granite designs. The Rosa
dos  Ventos, the centerpiece of the plaza, was still a
dream for the future.

April 2000: At the Spring Festival, a special exhibit,
The Story of the Portuguese Fraternal Societies was
featured on the completed lower level of the museum.
An elevator to provide access to the lower level had
been installed. During the previous year, the plaza
benches were constructed and improvements were made
to many of the exhibits throughout the museum.

November 2001: In addition to the annual Festival held
in May, this fall event highlighted the dedication of the
Rosa dos Ventos, the Compass Rose by Mayor Ron
Gonzales of San Jose. It also marked the installation of
the hand designed tiles on the benches and the
completion of the Plaza Project.

April 2002: At the Spring Festival, the important
exhibit, 7he Holy Ghost Festas in California, based on
the book by the same name, opened for the public.

May 2003: The repainting of the Museum exterior was
completed. Again at the Spring Festival, a new exhibit,
Portyguese Fooiprints in California, describing the
important presence of the Portuguese, was introduced.

June, 2003: A kiosk with a touch video screen was
installed in the West Bandstand. It provides a “virtual”
tour of the Museum when it is not staffed.

September 2003: A reception and dinner was held on
the museum grounds to recognize those who, through
their contributions to the Wall of Honor, had made the
plaza a reality.

And yet there is more to come. With your help we can
look forward to the continued development of your
Portuguese Historical Museum.

7T

Touch Screen Kiosk in the West Bandstand
A Portuguese Garden

A defining characteristic of a typical Portuguese
family home is it’s garden. The garden combines
the beauty of a myriad of flowers with a great
variety of practical fruits and vegetables. The
garden area of the museum reflects this same
personality.

Under the continual care of members of the Board
of Directors led by Sylvia Carroll and Paul Pereira ,
the garden area surrounding the Imperio provides a
reminder of our Portuguese heritage.

The cork oak trees are reaching the size where we
will soon have our first harvest of cork while the
jacaranda tree reminds us of the beauty of Madeira.
The grape vines growing over the arbor may not
provide enough of a harvest for making wine but
the squirrels find them to be a wonderful dessert.
The fava and kale plants demonstrate the practical
character of Portuguese gardens while the beauty of
the roses and hydrangeas touch the soul. The latest
addition to the rose collection is a beautiful Bell of
Portugal rose donated by Mr. Joe Facha of
Fremont.
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J. A. Freitas Library
U.P.E.C. Cultural Center
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One of the major resources in California for
information on Portugal and Portuguese culture is
the J. A. Freitas Library located at the U.P.E.C.
head office in San Leandro, California. The library
has an extensive collection of over nine thousand
books with over thirteen hundred titles in English.
The Azores section is considered to be one of the
most complete in the United States. The microfilm
library contains images of a collection of
newspapers published by the Portuguese in
California. There is also a photo collection with
hundreds of historical photos of Portuguese
activities in the State.

The establishment of the library was authorized by
the U.P.E.C. Board of Directors in 1964.
Mr. Carlos Almeida, Supreme Secretary-Treasurer,
now retired, played a significant role in the
development of the library. He continues to assist
at the facility on a consulting basis. After an appeal
for donations was made, books began to arrive
from throughout the State of California as well as
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Massachusetts. In addition, large contributions were
received from the Gulbenkian Foundation, House of
Braganca, the Consul of Portugal, the
Luso-American Development Foundation and
cultural institutes in Ponta Delegada, Horta, Angra
do Heroismo in the Azores and Funchal, Madeira.

In addition to the library, the Cultural Center houses
an interesting museum with historical items from the
U.P.E.C. as well as Portugal. The J. A. Freitas
Library is open to the public throughout the week
from 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM. The listing of books in
the library can be found on the internet at
WWW.upec.org.

Take the opportunity to visit to the J. A. Freitas
Library to learn more about our rich Portuguese
heritage. The U.P.E.C. Office and Cultural Center is
located at 1120 East 14th Street in San Leandro.
Their phone number is (510) 483-5015.
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Friends of the Portuguese Museum Portuguese Heritage Publications of

You have the opportunity to show your continued
support of the Portuguese Historical Museum by
joining the Friends of the Portuguese Museum. As
a member of this important group of museum
supporters you will enable the Portuguese
Historical Museum to continue expanding its
exhibits as it tells the story of the Portuguese-
American experience in California.

The “Friendship” levels are:

Individual $20.00 per year
Family $35.00 per year
Youth (under 18) Free

Benefits

Annual Friends Appreciation Picnic
Invitations to special events

PHSC and History San Jose discounts
Membership Card

Recognition in Qur HeritagdNewsletter
... and your membership is tax deductible

The Portuguese Historical Museum serves a unique
role in presenting the story of the Portuguese immi-
grant in California to the entire community. We
are justifiably proud of what has been
accomplished and with your support as a Friend of
the Portuguese Museum, we will continue to move
forward. A return envelope is provided on the
inside fold of this newsletter.

BECOME A
FRIEND OF THE PORTUGUESE
MUSEUM TODAY

Do you know someone who would like to know
more about the Portuguese Historical Museum?
Send us their address and we will include them in
our mailing list. Also, pass along the newsletter so
others can learn more about what we are doing.

California Update
The PHPC was incorporated as a non-profit
educational organization in November of 2002. Its
purpose is to  record, preserve, disseminate and
support research, projects and activities on the
Portuguese in California.

The success of the book, Zo/y Ghost Festas, led to
a second edition of this very important work. The
second edition is almost sold out and there are no
plans for printing additional copies. Now is a great
time to order gift copies of the book.

This spring, 7%e Portuguese Californians by Alvin
Graves, PHD, the second book on this series of
original research projects on the Portuguese
experience in California, will be available for sale
to the general public. This scholarly study
examines the history of the Portuguese emigration
to California, from the 1800°s until today, analyzes
their settlement patterns, their growth in numbers
and economic power, and their dominance of some
aspects of the agriculture business in California,
with special emphasis on the dairy industry. Dr.
Graves, who has dedicated many years to this
research project, provides a definitive study on the
Portuguese, mainly Azoreans, and their impact on
the largest industry in our state.

On November 14, 2003, at the Portuguese Athletic
Club in San Jose, the poetry book Bejjo de Abelha
by Maria das Dores Beirao, our first publication in
the Portuguese language, was presented to the
public. The event included dinner, a musical
program by many of the outstanding artists of our
community and a free copy of the book.

And as if the above projects were not enough for a
voluntary organization, PHPC has embarked on the
next research project, headed by Joe Machado, to
collect the history of the major Portuguese
churches in California.

For more information contact Portuguese Heritage
Publications of California, P. O. Box 32517,
San Jose, CA 95152. 408-272-1222 or visit the
website www.portuguesebooks.org.
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PHSC Directors Receive Awards
Dr. Manuel Bettencourt

Dr. Manuel Bettencourt was recognized by the
Portuguese Government for his service to the
Portuguese-American community. Dr. Bettencourt
received the award of Comendador da Ordem do
Merito from the Portuguese Secretary of State for
the Communities at a dinner in the Secretary’s
honor in November.

Dr. Bettencourt, a leader in the community, ' is
active in many organizations and is serving as a
Director in the PHSC.

Mr. Lionel Goularte

Mr. Lionel Goularte received the Portuguese
Chamber of Commerce Annual Community/Civic
Leadership Award at the PCC’s Annual Banquet.
Lionel and his wife, Bernadine, devote a great deal
of time in serving the community. In addition to
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serving as PHSC Directors, and working with other
organizations, they have been deeply involved in
assisting immigrants in obtaining their citizenship

papers.

Our congratulations to these concerned and
involved members of the community.

Annual Raffle

Each year the PHSC holds a raffle in conjunction
with our annual festival. These raffles are an
important source of additional income for the
Portuguese Historical Museum. Again we thank all
of you who have participated in this fund-raiser
with your donations. While no donation is required
to participate in the raffle, if you do not wish to
receive raffle tickets please let us know. Otherwise
we will be sending raffle tickets to you in the next
newsletter.
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