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COME JOIN US FOR THE

PORTUGUESE SPRING FESTIVAL
SUNDAY, May 4, 2003—10:00 AM until 5:00 PM

Portuguese Spring Festival
Sunday, May 4, 2003

The Portuguese Spring Festival brings together the
elements of a traditional Portuguese Festa and a
delightful day at History Park. It’s like visiting a quaint
village on a wonderful spring day. The gates will open
at 10:00 AM with food booths offering coffee and
delicious filhos, those special Portuguese donuts. But
you’d better get there early for they are gone too soon.

Visit the Imperio and see the newest special exhibit,
Portuguese Footprints in California. It tells the some-
times subtle story of how Portuguese immigrants have
left their mark on the cultural landscape of the State.
The Freitas Parkway and Terra Linda in Marin County,
Andrade and Vargas Roads in Alameda County, the
Five Wounds Church and the numerous Portuguese
Halls throughout the State are all reminders of the early
arrival of Portuguese immigrants and their quiet
determination to become part of the American Dream.

At 11:00 AM there will be a parade through the Park.
Each year, the PHSC invites Portuguese Bands, Holy
Ghost Societies and other organizations to join in this
community parade. Again, we look forward to the
special car exhibit by Mr. Rui Brazil of San Jose.

Throughout the day, Portuguese foods will be available
at the food booths while an entire afternoon of
entertainment is planned. The day will end with the
announcement of the winners of the annual raffle.
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if you won the first prize trip
to Hawaii?

So schedule Sunday, May 4 to enjoy the Portuguese
Spring Festival at Kelley Park.

Festa Portuguesa Primaveril
Domingo, 4 de Maio de 2003

A Festa Portuguesa Primaveril retine os elementos duma
festa tradicional portuguesa com os de um maravilhoso
dia passado no History Park. E como que visitar uma
bonita aldeia num maravilhoso dia de primavera. Os
portdes abrirdo as 10:00 da manha com barracas com café
e as deliciosas filhds. Mas ndo se demorem porque estas
desaparecem rapidamente.

Visite o Império e aprecie a nova exposi¢do Portuguese
Footprints in California (Pegadas Portuguesas na
California). Esta relata a historia, por vezes elusiva, de
como os portugueses deixaram a sua marca no panorama
cultural do Estado. Freitas Parkway e Terra Linda no
Condado de Marin, Andrade e Vargas Roads no Condado
de Alameda, as Cinco Chagas e os numerosos saldes
portugueses através do Estado da California séo
testemunhos da longinqua chegada dos imigrantes
portugueses ¢ a sua silenciosa determinagdo de realizarem
o Sonho Americano.

As 11:00 da manha haveré a parada no parque. Todos os
anos a PHSC convida bandas portuguesas, sociedades do
Espirito Santo e outras organizagdes para participarem
nesta parada comunitiria. Mais uma vez teremos a
exposi¢do especial de automdveis pelo Senhor Rui Brazil.

Através do dia, comidas portuguesas estardo a venda nas
barracas e uma tarde inteira de entretenimento esta
planeada. O dia acabara com o anuncio dos
vencedores da rifa anual. Nao seria maravilhoso se vocé
ganhasse o primeiro prémio da viagem as ilhas de
Hawaii?

Marque entdo Domingo dia 4 de Maio no seu calendario
para apreciar a Festa Portuguesa Primaveril no Kelley
Park.
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Looking Back With Pride
Looking Forward with Anticipation

The idea of a Portuguese Historical Museum started in 1989 when members of
the community decided to take action to preserve the history of the contributions
made by Portuguese immigrants who started their new lives in California in the
1800’s. The idea was to tell this story to the entire community and not to keep it
a “secret” among ourselves. With this in mind, the Portuguese Heritage Society
was formed in 1993. In selecting a site for the museum, it entered into an
agreement with the City of San Jose to build the museum as part of the historic
setting of Kelley Park. In this way, the Portuguese immigrant story could be
told in the context of the other historical aspects of the Santa Clara Valley.

The museum was designed as a replica of the first Holy Ghost Imperio (chapel),
built in 1915 in San Jose. Our design included a lower level to increase the size
of exhibit space for the museum. The completion of the building was the result
of many hours of donated labor as well as the work of paid contractors.
Funding for the museum came from many sources, individual donations,
Portuguese governmental agencies and foundations, the Santa Clara County
Historical Heritage Commission and the City of San Jose. A member of the
community who wished to remain anonymous provided a $20,000 non-interest
loan to assist in the opening of the museum on June 6, 1997.

The opening of the museum was part of the 1997 Dia de Portugal Celebrations.
The ribbon cutting ceremony included Portuguese dignitaries as well as civic
leaders at both the State and local level. On opening day, exhibits covering
various aspects of the immigrant experience were completed, along with the
plaza with its traditional stone designs and granite depictions. But in keeping
with the motto, A Museum is a Living History of a Community, much more was
planned.

Since the opening much has been accomplished. The plaza has been enhanced
with the addition of eight concrete benches with inlaid tile, and the installation
of the 19 foot modified replica of the Rosa dos Ventos, the Compass Rose
located at the Monument to the Discoveries in Lisbon, Portugal. Within the
museum, the lower level was completed, initial exhibits upgraded and special
exhibits on the Fraternal Benefit Societies, The Holy Ghost Festas and
Portuguese Churches in California have been completed.

A kiosk is in the process of being designed and constructed in one of the
bandstands. It will use a video display to provide a “virtual” tour of the
museum. But there is still much to be done. Exhibits on the Family, Folklore
Groups and Bands, the Media and The Role of Succeeding Generations are
being planned.

We look forward to having you and your friends visit the museum and we look
forward to your continued support to making the Museum live up to it’s motto
of being a Living History of OUR Community



Portuguese Heritage Society of California

Page 3

Preserving our Traditions
Tempos de Outrora

The idea of establishing a folclore group in
the Santa Clara Valley, focusing on the
traditional dances of the Azores began in
1993. Tempos de Outrora became an
active group in 1995. Today the group
consists of 42 singers, dancers and
musicians. They range in age from young
teens to senior citizens. The entire group
performs about 20 times a year with
additional programs provided by segments
of the group. Their repertoire of twenty
selections come from each of the nine
i1slands of the Azores, and shows the  dif-
ferences in rhythm and dances steps that
each island has developed.

Their performances have not been limited
to the Santa Clara Valley or California as
they have been invited to perform their
programs in the Azores, the East Coast and
Hawaii  An important characteristic of the group is
their insistence on remaining as authentic as possible
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Kiosk Preliminary Design — West Bandstand

in representing the songs and dances of the Azores.
They wear authentic traditional clothing, either
brought from the Azores or copies carefully made
by members or friends.

On March 29, the group hosted their annual dinner
featuring traditional Azorean dishes including
sopas, cozido, sweet bread and, of course, arroz
doce. In keeping with their emphasis on
authenticity, the serving dishes and plates were of
traditional design. The meal was followed by an
auction and a dance program.

In addition, the group has prepared a cookbook, in
English, of traditional Azorean dishes. The book
may be purchased for $15.00 by calling
(408) 270-4377. It will also be available at the
Portuguese Spring Festival where the group is
scheduled to perform. Be there to enjoy their
performance.

The Portuguese Heritage Society congratulates the
members of Tempos de Outrora on their success in
keeping Portuguese traditions alive in California.
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Exhibit
Portuguese Footprints in California

Have you ever thought about how often you see
something that is a reminder of the Portuguese
presence in California? It may be a street named
after an original settler in the area, or a Portuguese
Hall with a set of initials, like IES or SES or the
name of a business.

Carol Anne Gregory, member of the Portuguese
Historical and Cultural Society in Sacramento, is
completing her PhD thesis on the Portuguese-
American Landscapes in California. It describes
parks, museums, Holy Ghost halls, street names,
bull rings, business districts, band halls, and
churches to demonstrate the large and extensive
presence of the Portuguese in California

The Portuguese Historical Museum will present a
new exhibit titled Portuguese Footprints in
California based on her work. It provides a
pictorial and narrative description of the imprint
that the Portuguese have made in California. This
exhibit is part of the Museum’s continuing program
to bring more information on the contributions
made by Portuguese-Americans to the vitality of
our State. Carol Ann’s work is a major milestone
in creating the academic basis for presenting this
important story.

Publications on the
Portuguese-American Experience

There is a continuing interest in recording the
Portuguese-American experience in California.
Books written, both in English and Portuguese
continue to be published. For this reason, the PHSC
will feature summaries of books that describe these
experiences, written in either English or Portuguese .
Authors of some of these books have been invited to
participate in the Spring Festival.

Portuguese Heritage Publications of California

The Holy Ghost Research Project Committee,
recognizing the need and interest in recording the
significant histories of the Portuguese-American
experience in California, has formed a non-profit
educational corporation, Portuguese Heritage

Publications of California. Its first activities
include the printing of the second edition of the
Holy Ghost Festas book. In addition to meeting the
additional demand for this book, copies will be
donated to public libraries and historical societies
in selected communities throughout the State.

In addition, a new publication, The Portuguese
Californians, Immigrants in Agriculture is being
completed. This book is based on the extensive
work of Dr. Alvin Graves, PhD, who did both his
Masters and PhD work on the Portuguese
experience in agriculture.

Three members of the PHSC are serving on the
Board of Directors of this new corporation.

For more information, contact Portuguese Heritage
Publications of California, PO Box 32517 San Jose,
CA 95152 or at www.Portuguesebooks.org



Portuguese Heritage Society of California

Page 5

Two books describing the Portuguese immigrant experience in California are summarized in
this issue. The first, A Barrelful of Memories, by Pauline Correia Stonehill was published in
1995. The second, Footprints in the Soil is written by Rose Peters Emery, and has recently
been published under the sponsorship of the Portuguese Heritage Publications of California.

A Barrelful of Memories
Stories of My Azorean Family

“My grandfather crossed the Atlantic Ocean in a barrel”
starts the story of a family that spent most of its life in
the dairy industry in California’s Central Valley. If
members of your family or a friend's family were
dairymen before 1945, you'll find some of their story in
this book.

The two families depicted in this book are typical in
many ways, but also unique in some. As did many
others, the Cottas and the Dutra Correias came from the
Azores Islands to make a better life for themselves in
America. Some came legally — some not.

This book describes their family and village life in
Terceira and Faial. There is an account of a bubonic
plague epidemic in their village of Doze Ribeiras.
Perilous voyages in steerage are described and Ellis
Island introduced them to the mix of population that
they would encounter here.

For seven years the Cotta family did hard menial work
to save enough money to come to California to start an
independent life of more hard work. Antonio Cotta was
employed on farms in the Mattapoisett/New Bedford
area of Massachusetts, but the best job he had was on
the railroad gang, laboring twelve hours a day, six days
a week. His wife, Maria picked cranberries in bogs,

shucked and shocked fields of corn, scrubbed clothes in
a laundry and worked as a kitchen maid in elegant
summer homes.

A Barrelful of Memories also tells how the Cottas, like
many others, started their dairies by going into
partnerships with an established dairyman who would
sell them a “string” of thirty milk cows. From the
money earned by selling their milk they paid the partner
a set percentage until they had cleared their debt. In
return they got business and farming advise from him.
The money that they so carefully saved was used to buy
a few beds, the milk rig, buckets and food staples such
as beans, flour and sugar in hundred-pound sacks. Their
table was made of rough lumber, and wooden boxes
served for chairs and cabinets. A few chickens rounded
out the assets on their rented ranch.

There is romance and courting between their daughter
Mary and the handsome neighbor from Faial, Francisco
(Frank) Dutra Correia, who sang songs and played the
violin. They saw each other in the cultural setting of
tercos, chamaritas, desafios and festas, that were very
common in the twenties and thirties.

Descriptions of life after 1914, in these small dairying
towns like Gustine and Los Banos, includes the Spanish
Flu Epidemic of 1918 that devastated these
communities. The farm depression of the early twenties
and thirties led many to despair. Medical care was often
unavailable, so people died of illnesses that can very
easily be cured now. The women made every penny
count by their ingenuity and hard work.

There were two crises that divided the dairymen. The
milk war of the early twenties led to violence. In the
thirties, the State’s dairymen organized to fight, in the
courts, the California State Department of Agriculture’s
flawed tuberculin testing program . They were led by
several Portuguese, including Frank Correia. These
battles are described in detail.

Most descendants of immigrants, especially the Azorean
Portuguese, will find some of their heritage in this book.
For more information or copies of 4 Barrelful of
Memories write to Pauline Correia Stonehill at 4920
Anna Dr. San Jose, CA 95124 or contact the Portuguese
Historical Museum.
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Footprints in the Soil
A Portuguese-Californian Remembers

Rose Peters Emery is a 97 year-old Portuguese-
American woman whose memoirs of growing up in a
California ranching family have just been published.
She tells the story of her father, Joe Peters (José Pires
Azevedo) who left the Azores Islands at age 18, in 1872,
survived a horrendous ship crossing; then traveled to
California on one of the early transcontinental trains. He
was to become a pioneer rancher in the San Ramon
Valley. She describes his early struggles and those of
her mother Rose Lawrence, his second wife. Years of
thrift and unrelenting labor would eventually bring them
a prosperity that the illiterate 18 year-old Azorean
immigrant could not have dreamed of.

This remarkable woman seems to remember every detail
of her life in the early years of the twentieth century.
She writes lyrically of the lost beauties of her family’s
land of the animals, birds, flowers and trees she loved.
She tells of her parents’ labors in home and field and
how they worked.

She talks of the six youngest of her eleven brothers and
sisters who were still at home, the fun they had, and the
tragedies they lived through. They did more work in a
single day than today’s youngsters do in a month. New
clothes, toys and gifts were precious rarities. Yet
looking back, the one thing she regrets was the lack of
books. A chapter on her school days brings their
two-room grammar school to vivid life. She remembers
how they were taught, the games they played, and the
punishments they endured.

The author describes the prejudice encountered by
Portuguese-Americans in the broader community. She
tells how she and her sisters tried as teenagers to evade
their father’s old-country prohibitions on socializing
dancing and high school education for girls.

She concludes with a chapter on the family’s later lives,
describing her own work as a commercial artist and a
teacher of Spanish and art. Her brother was to become a
Brigadier General in the U.S. Marines, undoubtedly one
of the first Portuguese-Americans to attain such a rank.

This is a triumph of a story that will keep your interest
from first to last. Ms. Peters will be attending the
Portuguese Spring Festival and will be signing copies of
her book. For more information and to purchase copies
of the book, contact Craftsman Distributors, 1173
Singletary Ave., San Jose, CA 95126.
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Feeteelees

The Portuguese Historical Museum is interested in artifacts that help tell the story of the
Portuguese-American experience. If you have items that you would like to loan or donate
to the museum, please contact Edith Walter, (408) 295-3966
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Visit the Portuguese Historical Museum Website
www.portuguesemuseum.org
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Annual Benefit Raffle

The 2003 Spring Festival Raffle tickets are
included with this newsletter. There are great
prizes again this year. We wish to thank
Suntrips, Sylvia Carroll, Antonino Pascoal, Joe
Machado, Paul Pereira and the PHSC Board of
Directors who are contributors for these
wonderful prizes. First prize is two airline
tickets to Hawaii, courtesy of Bernie Ferreira
of Suntrips.

This benefit raffle is our most important fund
raising activity of the year. It enables us to
continue adding and improving the exhibits in
the museum.

The winners of last year’s raffle were:

e Hawaii Trip
R. A. Daugherty of Napa

e Television-VCR
Jack Silveira of Monte Serano

¢ Fountain
R. A. Silva of Sacramento

e CD Stereo
Jose Martins of Newark

e Wall of Honor Engraving
Mary DeRoche of Tulare

e Gourmet Food Basket
Kiely Fagundes of Santa Clara

* Holy Ghost Festas Book
Lawrence Garcia of Citrus Heights

Our thanks to those of you who have supported
the museum over the years and hope you will
continue to do so. Also, we wish to thank those
who will be supporting us for the first time. Do
let us know if you do not wish to receive raffle
tickets in the future. Please be sure to include
your name and address with your request and
let us know whether you would like to continue
to receive our newsletter.

Museum Visits

The Portuguese Historical Museum was built in
History Park San Jose so that the entire community
could visit and learn the story of the contributions
made by Portuguese immigrants and their
descendants to the vitality of the Santa Clara Valley
and all of California.

History Park is open Tuesday through Sunday from
noon to 5:00 PM. On Tuesdays through Fridays
the Park is open without charge for self guided
tours. On Saturday and Sundays there is an
admission charge to visit the Park and docent—
guided tours are available. In addition, the
Portuguese Museum is staffed by volunteers from
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM on Sundays during the Winter
and on Saturdays and Sundays during the rest of the
year. There is no charge to visit the Portuguese
Museum.

You can make special arrangements for individual
or group tours by calling Al Dutra (650) 964-0406
or Edith Walter (408) 295-3966.

BECOME PART OF THE
HISTORY OF
THE PORTUGUESE MUSEUM

Engrave your name or that of parents or
grandparents on the Wall of Honor

Sponsor a Plaza Bench and
have a plaque with your name
mounted on the bench

Join the Board of Directors
of the
Portuguese Heritage Society of California

For more information call (650) 964-0406

Please advise us of any duplicate mailings or
address changes. Thanks.
Portuguese Heritage Society of California
PO Box 18277
San Jose, CA. 95158-8277
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: ‘COME AND ENJOY THE PORTUGUESE SPRING FESTI :
‘ SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2003

Do You Know The Way To San Jose’s History Park?

Finding History Park is easy — if you know the

280 ok
From Highway 101
' Take the Story Road exit and go West
Turn left on Senter Road.
From Highway 680
Exit to 101 South
Take Tully Road Exit
Turn Right on Senter Road
From Highway 280
Exit on 10th. Street.
Make a right turn on 10th. Street. (One Way)
Using the second lane from the left, turn left
on Keyes Street.
Turn right on Senter Road.

The Parking Lot for the Festival is on Phelan Ave.
Parking Lots are also located along Senter Road
between Phelan and Story. Those in need of
handicapped parking assistance check with the staff
at the Phelan Street Gate Entrance to the Park.




