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{this project possible. However, the
opening of the museum is not the end
but just the beginning of an important
and interesting process to collect all the
stories that make up the wonderful his-
tory of the Portuguese in California.

The museum when totally completed
4will be an even more exciting place to
visit. With the installation of the eleva-
tor, we will be able to expand to the
i lower level for additional display space
and create a theater to show the many
videos and films being collected for the
museum’s library. These too will tell
‘ithe story of the immigrant experience.
ﬁ We will have an interactive computer
. |system storing family histories and expe-

’ riences for the benefit of future genera-
! tions. Plans call for special displays

Realizing Our Dream

On June 7, 1997, the Portuguese Heritage Museum opened
during the Dia de Portugal Celebrations at Kelley Park. It
was the culmination of many years of work. With thousands
of hours of planning, contract work and volunteer help, this
community dream has become a reality. A museum is the
“living memory of a community.” The Portuguese Heritage
Society of California (PHSC) is collecting and displaying the
many pictures, artifacts, documents and tools that tell the
story of the important contributions that Portuguese-
Americans have made to the development of our nation, our
state and our local communities.

The initial displays focus on the role of the church, the Holy
Spirit Societies, the fraternal insurance societics and the
dairymen in shaping the Portuguese community in Santa
Clara Valley and in California. Hard work and honesty have
been consistent descriptions in portraying the character of
the Portuguese people. These characteristics were critical in
allowing us to succeed with this project. The PHSC sincerely
thanks all those whose enthusiasm, hard work, good will and

financial support made the completion of the first phase of

Ribbon cutting ceremony opening the Portuguese Museum

dealing with important aspects of our
history, and special events and pro-
grams from Portugal and other parts
of the world.

The completion of the beautiful plaza is the next important
phase of our activities. Recording the story of the Portuguese
in stone will be one of the artistic masterpieces in our area.
The special craftsmanship, creating wonderful designs in
stone will attract people to the museum to enjoy their beauty.

We are well on our way to establishing a unique symbol of our
role in California and look to your continuing help and
support for the success of the Portuguese Museum.
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Wall of Honor
Is your family or orgamization represented on
the Wall of Honor? Close to 300 donations
have been received. completing the names on
the East Bandstand. and overflowing to the
Bandstand to the West. These donations are
being used to fund the completion of the plaza.

The names are inscribed on beautiful gray

granite.

The Wall of Honor is a permanent

recognition of those who have contributed to

the preservation of our history and culture.
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PHSC Dinner and Dance
Sunday, March 29 at 2:00PM
IES Hall, San Jose
Tickets $12.50 /Children $6.00
Music by Alcides Machado
Proceeds to the Museum Fund
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Partial view of the Bandstand with the
Wall of Honor

Funding Programs

Like every non-profit organization. the PHSC,
has to look to the community for the funds to
complete construction activities and continue
its work. These are the major sources of fund-
ing for the PHSC:

Wall of Honor: Names of individuals, families
or companies, engraved in granite, are dis-
played on the walls of the two bandstands in the
plaza. Over 280 names are now engraved.
These names are also listed on the Website.

Donation Program: Donations for the con-
struction and furnishing of the Museum con-
tinue to be a significant source of funds for the
muscum. Donations may be made for general
purposes or specific projects. Donors are recog-
nized on the Donor Recognition Area in the
Museum and with name plaques on specific
projects.

Fund Raising Events: The PHSC hosts various
fund raising events for the enjoyvment of the
Community and as a way to raisc additional
funds.

Grants: The Heritage Society has received
numerous grants from private and public insti-
tutions for the museum. Applications for addi-
tional grants are being made.

PHSC Museum Supporters: This new
program is an ongoing source of support
and funding for the Museum. The an-
nual donations will meet operating costs
and supplement other donations.

Supporter benefits include the subscrip-
tion to the Quarterly Newsletter, dis-
counts on PHSC artifacts, a Recognition
Certificatc and invitations to special
events.

There are three levels of PHSC Museum
Supporter donations:,
Organizations $250.00
Families $100.00
Individuals $ 50.00

Everyone interested in preserving the
history of the Portuguese-American
culture in California should become a
PHSC Museum Supporter .

SPECIAL THANKS TO
BERNADINE AND LIONEL

GOULARTE , members of the
PHSC Board of Directors, who
donated the cost of mailing this
first issue of Qur Heritage in

memory of Bernadine’s parents,

Manuel and Mabel Abreu.




Historical Museum Website

Believe it or not,
there was a Por-
tuguese  Historical
Museum Website be-
fore there was a Por-
tuguese  Historical
Museum. That’s
right, before an ounce |
of concrete was
poured or a single -
nail pounded, news about this project for the ages was
circulating the globe at the speed of light. The Website
debuted in late 1995 and people have been visiting by the
hundreds each and every month since. Visitors sign in from
everywhere where Portuguese have settled—from Australia to
Zimbabwe and every country in between.

When they typed http://www.serve.com/phsc into their fa-
vorite Web browser, they entered a world that was only a
dream to a small group of energetic. determined Portuguese
descendants just a scant nine vears ago. Visitors learned
about the who, what, when, where, why and how of the project.
Over the past two years, thev returned to check on the
progress of the construction. from the huge 1600 square foot.
12 foot deep hole in the ground to the beautiful building that
was opened to the public on June 7, 1997, during the 1997
Portuguese Day Celebrations in Northern California.

With the emergence of the Web as a medium unmatched in
history for the dissemination of information, a Website for the
Portuguese Historical Museum made sense. So Davide
Vieira. a Software Engineer and Board Member of the Por-
tuguese Heritage Society of California, saw the Web as an
opportunity to get the word out. After a couple of weeks of

work, the Portuguese Historical Museum Website was ready
for primetime--almost. The Portuguese Historical Museum
Website wouldn’t be complete unless it were in Portuguese.
right? So Nel César de Jesus, another Board Member,
stepped in to translate the pages into Portuguese. And it was
all well worth it! Three hundred people visited during the
first month alone!

The visitors have left their mark as well. Thev signed the
Guest Book, leaving heartfelt messages of appreciation and
hope for the fledgling project. Still others offered their own
immigrant tales or those of their ancestors. A yet unrealized
dream of the Museum is to have an online Family Heritage
Computer System that will store and serve up these immi-
grant stories in text. images, sound and video for those who
visit the real Museum. But that’s not all. Having these
stories available on the Web is the next logical step.

The Website has recently undergone a facelift. So another
couple of weeks of re-formatting and coding yielded the
second-generation Portuguese Historical Museum Website.
The Website continues to be developed pro-bono by Davide
Vieira. who is now a partner in Amigos Consultants. an
Internet consulting firm. The costs of hosting the Website are
being sponsored by the Portuguese Radio Network—Radio
Stations KSQQ of San Jose and KLBS of Los Banos.

While wandering through cyberspace, don’t forget to stop in
at http://www.serve.com/phsc/index.shtml to catch up on the
latest Museum news and current events. But remember,
cyberspace can’t beat the real thing, so stop in and visit the
real thing too—the Portuguese Historical Museum at the
History Museums of San Jose Park.

1998 PHSC MUSEUM SUPPORTER

Name

Address

City/Zip

Phone

Organization ($250)

In addition, please send me more information on
Mail to: PHSC PO Box 18277 San Jose, CA 95158-8277

Yes, I/We want to become a 1998 PHSC Museum Supporter
Family ($100)

Individual ($50)

Wall of Honor

Project Donations




The Plaza - History in Stone

“A Rosa dos Ventos “ - the Compass Rose - located on the plaza
by the Monument of the Discoveries in Lisbon provides a
breathtaking visual image of the role and courage of the Por-
tuguese in exploring the world. One hundred feet in diameter, it
traces the routes taken by the early Portuguese discoverers. A
replica of this work of art will be the focal point of the museum
plaza. Granite artwork representing whales and the Portuguese
Caravels are also part of the plaza. Enhancing the area will be
benches decorated with the traditional “Azulejos” (blue and
white tiles) showing maps of the major Portuguese discoveries.
Of course, no Portuguese plaza would be complete without the
use of the famous “pedras da calgada™ (black and white stones)
that grace the plazas and sidewalks of Portugal.

John G. Figueira Jr., an active and involved member of the Board
of Directors, developed the plaza design and has spent innumer-
able hours working to create it. The “pedras” were imported
from Porto de Mos, Portugal by way of Lisbon and the Panama
Canal. Two stone layers from the island of Terceira came to San
Jose to assist in laying the stones. The delivery of the stones was
delayed by US Customs when it was found that the wooden
crates holding them were infested with bugs and the entire load
had to be fumigated. The stone laying was partially completed
by the grand opening of the museum. Afier the two stone layers
returned to the Azores, John Figueira took up the task of complet-
ing the job of laying the stones. Today, thanks to John’s efforts

Portuguese Heritage Society of California

PO Box 18277
San Jose CA. 95158-8277

John G. Figueira Jr. at work laying the stones for the plaza

that phase of the work is completed. The work of laying out the
Compass Rose and installing the benches is on hold until additional
funding can be obtained. Can you help by providing a special donation?

A special thanks to John Figueira for his hard work and dedication in all
aspects of creating the plaza.
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